
  

 Eucryphia 
 ISSN 1037 – 2032  Number 174 August 2022 
 

 
Robertson Environment Protection Society – to promote the protection and enhancement of the Robertson environment. 
PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577 www.reps.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

FRIDAY 12th AUGUST 2022    7.30PM 
 

CTC, HODDLE STREET, ROBERTSON 
 

Nic van Oudtshoorn will speak on 
 

Marvels and monsters in the backyard jungle 
 
 

 
 

Why is this paper wasp carrying a drop of water in its mouth? Find out at the next REPS talk. 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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 Our August talk by Jamberoo macro 

photographer and documentary film-maker, Nic 

van Oudtshoorn, is lavishly illustrated with 

photographs and video clips and will appeal to the 

entire family. 
 

 
Macro photographer Nic van Oudtshoorn at work 

recording the amazing world of insects and spiders. 
 

“Because they are so tiny, most of us never 

get to enjoy the fascinating lives of the vast 

number of insects and spiders that thrive in our 

gardens,” says Nic, who teaches macro 

photography at Wollongong WEA and other 

community colleges. 

During the talk we meet insect fathers who 

bring up the babies, wasps that air-condition 

their homes, butterflies that turn ants into drug 

addicts, larvae that travel underwater using 

jet propulsion, caterpillars that can grow instant 

horns, and many other amazing creatures. 

Nic is retired photojournalist whose work 

has appeared in books, newspapers, magazines 

and calendars around the world, including Time 

and Reader's Digest, His skills have earned him 

the distinction of Associate of the Royal 

Photographic Society, one of the oldest and most 

prestigious photography organisations in the 

world. 
 

 
What a dad! A male giant water bug cares for eggs 

glued to his back by the female until they hatch. 
 

His video footage has been shown on television 

internationally, including National Geographic 

and Discovery channels. 
 

ALL WELCOME  
 

 

Report of talk on dingoes at REPS 

meeting Friday 10th June 2022 
 

In introducing the guest speaker, John Marsh, 

REPS President Peter Glass expressed 

appreciation that John and his wife Judith had 

travelled all the way from Merimbula to attend 

our meeting. 

Following an acknowledgement of country, John 

introduced his talk with a quote from the book 

Dingo King by Ivan Smith: 

Not a dog. 

Not a wolf.  

This is his country.  

And he is King of it. 
 

John stated that this should be the way the 

dingo is regarded in Australia, then went on to 

contrast this view with the ways the dingo has 

been misunderstood, maligned and persecuted 

ever since European settlement. Currently it is the 

only native animal that is not protected. 
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Until recently, the dingo was widely 

believed to be a descendant from the wolf. John 

said that there has also been continuing pressure 

from influential people to see the dingo as a 

variant of the domestic dog, and only a few years 

ago there was a movement in Western Australia to 

declare it to be not a native species. In some states 

dingoes are classified as ‘vermin’ and landholders 

are obliged to eradicate them from their 

properties. It was, and still is, widely believed 

among pastoralists, government agencies and the 

agriculture industry in general, that dingoes are 

vicious killers of livestock and a danger to people, 

with the result that they have been hunted, shot, 

trapped and poisoned as pests for over 200 years. 

John expressed the hope that these negative views 

will change in the light of evidence from recent 

research. 
 

 
John Marsh 

 

Although it was given the official species 

name Canis dingo by German naturalist Friedrich 

Meyer in 1793, the dingo has since been generally 

classified in Australia as Canis lupus dingo or 

Canis familiaris dingo. Recent significant 

improvements in DNA techniques have produced 

far greater accuracy in research results and have 

proved that the dingo is neither wolf nor feral dog, 

but a species in its own right. DNA research by Dr 

Kylie Cairns has confirmed evidence from 

Aboriginal stories and rock art that dingoes have 

been in Australia for between 10,000 and 18,000 

years, even though governments still maintain that 

they have been here for only 3,500 years.  

Evidence from the latest DNA research 

shows that dingoes arrived in Australia in two 

separate migrations. The first one produced what 

is now classified as the desert type, seen in inland 

and western areas, while DNA differences show 

that eastern dingoes, including the tropical (Fraser 

Island) and alpine types, arrived later. The alpine 

type has a thick double coat, while the other types 

have a wiry single coat. The main coat colours are 

ginger, black and tan, and white/cream. Early 

researchers noted some of these differences which 

led them to conclude that there are no pure-bred 

dingoes. This assumption has now been proved 

wrong by the more efficient and accurate DNA 

testing now available. The dingoes with different 

coat colours in the photos John showed us were all 

pure bred. 
 

 

Dingo turning at speed 
 

John commented that dingoes are dog-like in 

appearance, but he drew attention to several 

unique physical features that distinguish them 

from domestic and feral dogs: 

▪ The front paws of the dingo can pivot, 

enabling it to turn very quickly in a small 

space when running at speed. 

▪ The snout of the dingo is longer and the 

teeth more widely spaced than in 

domestic dogs, which have been bred for 

shorter snouts. It has an acute sense of 

smell – eg it can detect a quail hidden in 

grass 100 metres away. 

▪ Dingoes can see efficiently in much lower 

light than domestic dogs, and their more 

widely spaced eyes give them 180⁰ 

peripheral vision. 
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▪ Dingoes can move and rotate each ear 

separately. Their hearing is extremely 

acute – eg they can hear the movements 

of a snake a long distance away. 

▪ The neck of a dingo is very flexible, 

enabling it to swivel its neck further than 

a domestic dog can. 

▪ Dingoes are built for efficient movement. 

Their hips and shoulders are narrow and 

the same width, enabling them to run at 

over 60 kilometres per hour for long 

periods. They can jump to a height of at 

least 2 metres from a standing position. 

In addition to these physical differences, John 

pointed out that dingoes are highly intelligent and 

excellent problem-solvers. He showed examples 

of dingoes finding ways through or around a 

maze, which no domestic dog had been able to do. 

He also showed a short video in which a dingo 

moved a table and then climbed on it to reach a 

piece of meat. 

Dingoes are never truly at rest and are 

constantly alert and aware of everything that is 

going on around them. They are social animals 

that live, hunt and defend their territory in packs. 

They will mate for life, and breed once a year, 

usually around autumn. However, only the alpha 

pair in the pack will breed, and they will limit 

breeding if the food supply is low. All members of 

the pack assist in raising the pups.  

Aboriginal people have had a remarkable 

relationship with dingoes, which are naturally 

very cautious, independent and wary of people but 

can be extremely affectionate towards those they 

trust. ‘Camp dogs’ provided warmth and company 

but were never domesticated and were free to 

come and go as they pleased. 

John referred to other recent research and his 

own observations to correct several myths about 

dingoes: 

1. They can bark, but it is a single sound that 

is not used often. Howling, which does not 

echo, is used by the pack for long-range 

communication, but they have about 18 

different vocalisations including snort, 

snuff, growl, whine, whimper and yelp. 

2. They are not ‘wild dogs’ and have not 

‘hybridised’ with domestic dogs. 

3. The preferred diet of the dingo is native 

mammals which have been found to 

constitute 77%. Of these, animals such as 

kangaroos that are larger than a dingo 

and so are hunted in packs constitute 

about 20%, but smaller mammals are 

preferred. Birds, reptiles and insects make 

up the rest. 

4. Dingoes are not responsible for most 

livestock losses, and the ecological and 

financial benefits of their presence 

outweighs both the cost of any stock 

losses and the millions currently spent on 

baiting dingoes. As apex predators, the 

presence of dingoes has been shown to 

help control numbers of feral animals 

such as foxes, cats and rabbits, resulting in 

less soil degradation and better survival of 

native plants. A study on a grazing 

property in South Australia found that 

fewer kangaroos have resulted in less 

grazing pressure on pastures and more 

water in dams, so the cattle were in 

better condition than on neighbouring 

properties and fetched higher prices. No 

cattle were lost to dingo predation. 

John concluded that there is now ample 

evidence for the need to re-evaluate the place of 

the dingo and give it the protection afforded to 

every other native mammal in Australia. He 

advocates the 4 tenets of ‘compassionate 

conservation’: 

▪ Do no harm. 

▪ Individuals matter. 

▪ Respect ALL wildlife. 

▪ Peaceful co-existence. 

The lively question and answer session was 

continued over supper, during which those present 

also had an opportunity to browse through John’s 

display of books on the dingo. 
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Report by Judith Mee 

Photographs by David Mee 
 

 

VALE DAVID TRANTER (1930-2022) 
 

David had been a CSIRO scientist involved, if I 

remember correctly, with oceanographic research 

before retiring to a property on Mt Murray near 

Robbo. Together with Helen – both retired and 

family having left the nest. Their first task was to 

build a modest house high on the property, one 

with low impact, solar passive, comfortable and 

with character: a scene of many meetings. Then to 

make the acreage, once a potato farm, sustainable. 

Spud farming of Robbo's steep red-soil slopes had 

amounted to mining of the top soil with typical 

deluges carrying it away. The Tranters chose 

protea and native flower growing as their 

sustainable crop. Native flower growing was 

catching on and they joined with like-minded 

landholders in the area, forming a Robertson 

Protea Growers' Co-op to maximise marketing. 

They also had remnant rainforest on the 

property and with Helen being a trained botanist 

and dedicated conservationist, she and David 

became leaders in the protection of local rainforest 

remnants, David effectively secured substantial 

government funding for local property owners that 

they inspired to fence their remnants from cattle, 

enabling regeneration to take place. 

While Helen for many years led the team 

weeding the Robertson Nature Reserve of 

invasive privet etc, David spearheaded many other 

community projects. Leading up to the 70th 

anniversary of the opening of the Illawarra rail 

line in 2002, he organised a committee of 

volunteers to turn the derelict railway station 

precinct into a pleasant local park and induced 

well-known sculptor Bert Flugelman to design an 

arresting large sculpture from railway sleepers. 

The large Totem poles on the mound as you enter 

the precinct, one carved by local artist Neil 

Boughton with settler motives and two by Koori 

artists, brothers Wayne and Chris Maynard 

(Kurnai Gunnai) and Louise Cornwell depicting 

Aboriginal motifs, were of David's inspiration 

(David was much involved in Aboriginal 

Reconciliation). The hybrid waratah plantings on 

the embankment facing the station that give a 

wonderful display each year were also his 

inspiration. 

Behind the scenes David and Helen did 

much to foster REPS projects which included the 

original rainforest book, the Sustainable House 

book and the retro-fitting of the Robertson 

Community Centre. It became the convivial venue 

for our bi-monthly Speaker meetings that have 

held REPS together for nigh on 30 years. David, 

as the long-term Speaker co-ordinator, ensured 

many memorable, prominent and inspiring 

speakers from the realms of science and 

conservation. Meanwhile Helen, as secretary, was 

also a persistent and effective lobbyist to Council. 

REPS, as an organisation, has always been 

fortunate to have many fine active members 

contributing to its worthy activities, not the least 

having been David and Helen Tranter. As we look 

back with gratitude, our thoughts are with Helen. 

Bob McInnes 
 

 
David at the Pinkwood Park bench opening 
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POETRY CORNER 
 

Another poem from member Mark Turner  
 

The Ants in Your Pants 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just before the rain 

The trail appears again 

Searching with a mission 

Sugar the ambition 

 

As part of their tribe 

Each feeling the vibe 

Just one of a kind 

The collective mind 

  
They can crawl up a wall 

We’re lucky they’re small 

If grown to our height 

They would win any fight 

 

They may only be drones 

A community of clones 

Knowing how to survive 

To keep nest alive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But wait on a bit 

There’re drones in our kit 

Ours with sneaky intent 

Ants just follow the scent

 
 

Peer down from on high 

From a drone in the sky 

We’re so much like ants 

(Except for the pants) 

 

The Buddhist will say 

There’s a price to pay 

Look where you tread 

Don’t add to the dead  

  

Mark Turner 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The ants in the genus formica 

Are not known for their erotica 

It’s not fornication 

Just ant formication  
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FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 
Friday 14th October 

Presentation TBA 
 

Friday 11th November 

Annual General Meeting and presentation TBA 
 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am-noon.  

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time.  
 

Please contact 

Melinda.Norton@environment.nsw.gov.au  

at NPWS about the next working bee. 
 

 

CONTACT REPS 
Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact 

with individuals and other community groups. 

Further info and subscriptions please contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass – 4885 1921 

Vice-President – David Mee – 4885 1483  

PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
Membership is from November to November. If 

you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. The committee are hoping for as 

much support as possible. 
 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 
www.reps.org.au 

 

 

This newsletter is printed at the CTC, Robertson, 

and named for the beautiful local rainforest tree, 

Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood or 

Plumwood. It was named in honour of the botanist 

and one-time director of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens at Sydney, Charles Moore (1820-1905). 

The REPS logo is based on its leaves.  
 

Readers who wish to receive this newsletter as an 

attachment to an email should contact the editor. 
 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor, 

Allan Stiles, at eucryphia@reps.org.au  
 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are 

not necessarily the views of the society. 

 

 

Cryptocarya microneura 
MURROGUN 

 

While this species is common below the 

escarpment, it has not been reported previously in 

the rainforest at Robertson. The trees that have 

been identified are at about 650m near 

Fountaindale Road; the village is approximately 

100m higher. It may be that which makes it 

possible for it to grow in a remnant of the 

Yarrawa Brush. Some mature trees as well as 

seedlings have been observed. 

 

 
Foliage of Murrogun 

Murrogun is similar to Cryptocarya glaucescens 

(Native Laurel or Jackwood) that has glaucous 

mailto:Melinda.Norton@environment.nsw.gov.au
http://www.reps.org.au/
mailto:eucryphia@reps.org.au
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undersides to its leaves. Murrogun, however, has 

pale green leaf undersides. It will be noticed that 

the leaves are alternate, have smooth margins, and 

have pale and prominent mid and lateral veins, 

between which is fine venation. 
 

 
Pale green undersides of leaves showing fine venation 

 

 
Alternate leaves with dark green upper surface 

 

 

 

 

 
Bark 

 

 
Rainforest in the vicinity that includes Eucryphia, 

Lilly Pilly, Coachwood, Sassafras, Scrub Beefwood, 

Brush Muttonwood, Notelaea, Sweet Pittosporum, and 

Blackwood. 


