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MINUTES OF REPS AGM FRIDAY 13
TH

 

NOVEMBER 2020 

This meeting was held via Zoom with 12 

participants. 
 

President Peter Glass welcomed participants and 

chaired the meeting. 
 

Minutes and Reports 

The minutes of the 2019 AGM, as 

published and circulated in Eucryphia, were 

confirmed. 

The President’s report and the Treasurer’s 

report for 2020, also as published and circulated in 

Eucryphia, were confirmed. There were no matters 

arising. 
 

Election of Officers 

Returning officer Jenette Stiles chaired the 

election of the new committee. All positions were 

declared vacant. It was noted that Mike Meldrum 

was not standing for re-election as Secretary, and a 

vote of thanks for his service was passed by the 

meeting. 

The following members were nominated, 

seconded and duly elected to the new committee: 

President:  Peter Glass 

Vice-President: David Mee 

Secretary:  Lyndy Scott 

Treasurer:  Anne Wilson 

Other members:  

Bob McInnes, Mike Meldrum, Ted Smith,  

Allan Stiles and Mark Turner 
 

Other business: 

David Mee reported on the preparation and 

submission of a grant application to the NSW 

Government for funding of $57,000 for a major 

educational program to be conducted by REPS 

over three years. The project will include the 

updating of the REPS website with a searchable 

data base of material from the forthcoming new 

book on plants of the Yarrawa Brush, plus a series 

of educational workshops for members of the 

community to be conducted by recognised experts. 

Ted Smith confirmed his willingness to act 

as Project Manager if funding is granted, at least 

initially, but both he and David stressed the need 

for active involvement by all committee members 

to ensure the success of such a major project. 

Allan Stiles offered to send an email 

reminder to members that annual subscriptions are 

now due. 

Judith Mee 
 

 

 

 

NEW GUIDEBOOK FOR OUR 

ENDANGERED ROBERTSON 

RAINFOREST 
 

As President Peter reported in our last 

issue, the update of our 1993 A Guide to the 

Yarrawa Brush has progressed under the 

stewardship of member Dr Cathryn Coutts to near 

completion. 

May 15 this year is planned as the launch date of 

the revised book A Guide to the Robertson 

Rainforest: Trees, Shrubs, Vines and Ferns of the 

Yarrawa Brush. Work is progressing with many 

hours being contributed by volunteers. 

The colourful eye-catching design of the 

new edition will make it much easier for readers to 

identify plants. Featuring eighty-one species, 

including a new section on ferns, it has all new 

coloured photos, maps, plant descriptions and 

detailed drawings of each plant. The updated 

introduction discusses rainforest history and 

ecology, protecting the rainforest, the Robertson 

Nature Reserve, and the importance of the 

Robertson Rainforest to the Custodians of the land 

in this area. There are new sections on rainforest 

regeneration, weed control and fire in the 

rainforest. 

The need for a new book was highlighted 

when the Robertson Rainforest was formally 

designated as critically endangered in September 

2019, under the Australian Government’s 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999. The project is aided by 

grants from the Commonwealth via Stephen Jones, 

from 'The thin green line' NSW via David Rush and 

from the Wingecarribee Shire community grants. 

Our next Eucryphia will give further information 

and details for the 'Launch'. 
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ARBOREAL MAMMAL SURVEY 
  

Habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation have been identified as some of the most serious 

extinction threats for terrestrial mammals. Arboreal mammals are particularly vulnerable to the effects of 

fragmentation due to their restricted dispersal ability and dependence on canopy connectedness. 

Fragmentation can result in reduction in genetic diversity as well as the simplification of community 

composition and loss of species richness and diversity. 

  

A comparison study through the University of Wollongong was undertaken on arboreal mammals in 

late 2020 in the Illawarra region. The study compared the composition of arboreal mammals’ species across 

different types of human disturbance and fragmentation patterns. We compared patches of remnant Robertson 

rainforest (Yarrawa Brush), to the undisturbed habitat in Macquarie Pass National Park as well as the riparian 

corridor along Macquarie Rivulet in Tongarra. Cameras were set up at a range of locations, and bait made of 

honey, oats and peanut butter was used to attract arboreal mammals to investigate the camera trap, allowing a 

motion sensor camera to take 20 second videos of the animals to be accurately identified. 
 

 
Diagram of the camera trap and photo of the camera trap set up at one of the sites. 

  

We had great success at detecting a range of arboreal mammals across the region. We detected 

common ringtail possums, common brushtail possums, mountain brushtail possums, sugar gliders, native bush 

rats, antechinus as well as both feather tail gliders and eastern pygmy possums. Whilst we did also detect 

many invasive black and brown rats and house mice, we were excited and surprised to capture footage of 

Eastern Pygmy possums at a site in Robertson. As Eastern pygmy possums are cryptic species and are rarely 

seen spotlighting or by chance, this find indicates that there may be more of them at different locations in the 

Robertson rainforest remnants. As antechinus and Eastern pygmy possum species rely on dense woody 

undergrowth we did not expect to find them in high densities in the Tongarra and Robertson areas, as these 

regions have historically been highly disturbed by clearing for pasture land, agriculture and cattle grazing. The 

surprise detection of the Eastern Pygmy possum in particular is therefore a positive sign of the restoration 

efforts in the region. 

  

Sugar gliders were also spotted at a few sites in Robertson, mostly in the larger remaining patches. As 

they are largely tolerant to disturbance, encouraging connectivity of remaining patches of rainforest in 

Robertson may also encourage the species to inhabit more locations in the area. Providing corridors between 

properties and patches is also critical to ensure they are able to move between suitable habitat and that the size 

of the habitat available to them is adequate for nesting and foraging. 
 



 

 

 
4 

 

 

 
Screenshots taken of camera trap footage. Read from Left to right; Sugar glider, Eastern pygmy possum, 

Brown antechinus, Bush rat, Mountain brushtail possum, Common ringtail possum, Common Brushtail 

possum, Feather tail glider. 

  

 

Map of Camera sites in the study area.  

Number of species detected at each site is indicated by individual pie charts. 
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Our findings did overall indicate that the continuous, protected and undisturbed habitats in Macquarie 

Pass National Park supported the highest number of species and highest density of species, especially cryptic 

and rarer species such as Sugar gliders, Mountain Brushtail possums, Eastern Pygmy possums and Feather 

tailed Gliders. However we did find that both patches of remnant forest and riparian corridors do play 

important roles in providing habitat for a range of species. We therefore encourage continued restoration and 

protection of fragmented habitat in order to provide more habitat for vulnerable and specialist species and 

reduce the impacts of invasive plant and animal species.  
 

We would like to thank all Robertson and Tongarra Property owners who assisted us in this research 

and allowed us to place cameras on their property. We would also like to thank everyone making an effort to 

restore, preserve and protect the critically endangered Robertson rainforest which provides valuable assistance 

in conservation of many threatened and endangered species. 

  

Maaike Hofman 

University of Wollongong 
 

 

 

VALE JOAN COMPAGNONI 
 

4.2.1921 – 15.12.2020 (just 51 days short of a century!) 

 

 
Photo by Grace Avery 

 

Joan was a true ‘I’ll help with anything and everything volunteer’, always with a smile and 

encouragement to others. She was a REPS member and great supporter of what REPS stands for. Joan often 

came to the REPS’ talks. Then did lots of talking with all her friends over an always sumptuous supper. 

A further very great ‘achievement’: Joan had 7 children, 17 grandchildren, 33 great grandchildren and 

one great, great grandchild!!! They, like us, loved her and continue to miss ‘Our Joan’. 
 

Lyndy Scott 
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WHAT IS THAT PLANT?  

Robertson Rainforest Plant Identification 

Workshop Presented by Patricia Nagle 

When: Sunday 28 February 2021, 9am to 4pm.  

Where: Robertson CTC (Community Technology 

Centre), 58-60 Hoddle Street Robertson NSW.  

Cost: $75 per person.  

Numbers: Max. 15 participants, as limited by 

COVID requirements. More workshops may be 

offered later in 2021.  

Who: Suitable for landowners, home gardeners, 

bush care volunteers, people with an interest in the 

Robertson rainforest. Beginners are welcome. 

Children are welcome but under 16 to be 

accompanied by a caring adult.  

Tutor: Patsy Nagle - herbarium curator, park 

ranger, bush regenerator, ecological consultant.  

Enquiries: Enquiries can be directed to Patsy by 

email at patnagle3@gmail.com.  

How to register: Pay a deposit ($25), then the 

balance later ($50), as numbers are confirmed. 

Deposit to PANflora at BSB 802249 A/No. 

400007958 & insert your surname and initial as 

your payment reference (e.g “naglep”). Please also 

email to provide your contact details for place 

confirmation, refund options (if you miss out), 

follow-up instruction, or to give any dietary or 

special needs request. 

Why: Robertson sits within an ecologically 

interesting rainforest vegetation type called the 

Yarrawa Brush, which was declared Critically 

Endangered by the Commonwealth Government in 

2019. Botanist Patsy Nagle is conducting the 

workshops in association with the Robertson 

Environment Protection Society (REPS). She will 

focus on these species to assist locals to get to 

know their unique flora - though other plants will 

be discussed to demonstrate plant anatomy so you 

can learn how to diagnose names yourself using 

standard ID keys, to read botanical websites, & 

other reference sources. 

What does the workshop fee include? Yarrawa 

‘showbag’ - an identification guide for key local 

species, a hand lens, a field notebook & pencil, a 

USB of the visual presentations, various botanical 

handouts, topographic map, & other small goodies. 

What to bring? A ‘keep-cup’ or mug, your lunch, 

sensible clothing/footwear/hat for walking in the 

bush, gloves for handling plants, personal mask, 

water bottle, sample plants for ID (optional).. 

 

Workshop outline 

9-9:45am - Meet & Greet, Acknowledgement of 

Country, Yarrawa Brush – what? Where? Why?, & 

Personal intros - Who are we? ‘round table’; & 

Show Bag contents. 

 

9:45-10:30am- Plant parts & diagnostic features – 

Part A - Vegetative Parts 

 

10:30-11am - Morning Tea (at CTC) 

 

11am-12noon - Plant parts & diagnostic features – 

Part B – Floristic Parts 

 

12-1pm - Use of Keys & Glossaries – trees, vines, 

shrubs, ferns, moss 

 

1-2pm – Lunch break, & walk to Nature Reserve 

 

2-4pm - Robertson Nature Reserve – use of senses 

– walk & talk about Flora and Habitat 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:patnagle3@gmail.com
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POETRY CORNER     selected by Peter Glass 

 

Two more poems from member Mark Turner – thank you again Mark 

 

 

A weed by any other name 
         (just for fun) 

  

A weed is a plant 

That gets in the way 

And must be removed  

The consensus will say 

 

You can dig it up whole 

And pull out the root 

Or squash it quite flat 

With a large garden boot 

 

Some use a fork 

Others a spade 

Yet others use poison 

Humans have made 

 

But can you be certain 

A plant is a weed 

And not a rare species 

The planet may need 

 

It might be annoying  

When growing quite wild 

Displacing a species 

We treat as our child 

 

Plants were not weeds 

Without us to control 

What grew in a balance  

Before we took its toll 

 

But to preserve what is left 

Of forests destroyed 

Those weeds have to go 

All weapons deployed! 

The chicken was right 
        (keep your hat on) 

 

Known to some as Henny Penny  

Or Chicken Little to the many 

She felt that heavy acorn drop 

and then the panic did not stop. 

 

It might simply be a children’s story 

Like the one about that fish called Dory 

But maybe there’s some hidden truth 

in the tale remembered from our youth. 

 

First it was the raging fire 

Then Covid came and caused our ire 

That awful riotous foreign rally 

just added to the mounting tally. 

 

There is swirling turmoil all around 

No peace or calm that can be found 

Will there be another lockdown 

with streets an image of a ghost town? 

 

Eclipsing all those creeping fears 

Were many things that caused our tears 

We remember all the heat and dry 

and the raging floods that made us cry. 

 

The future is like a rolling fog 

And sometimes just a noxious smog 

No telling what may happen next 

Is it that we’ve all been hexed? 

 

So look up to the bright azure 

and keep your sturdy hat secure 

And listen to that frightened chicken 

or from the sky you will be smitten. 
 

 

©Mark Turner 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original poems are welcomed.  Please contact Peter on 4885 1921 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS 

 

We are still unfortunately under the varying Covid 

restraints so our program for this year is in flux. 

 

Sat  27th Feb 9.30am Caalang Creek Working Bee 

Sun 28th Feb Plant ID workshop - see page 6 

Wed 3rd Mar 9.30am Nature Reserve maintenance 

And we are hoping that the Book Launch date will 

remain final. 

A Guide to the Robertson Rainforest: Trees, 

Shrubs, Vines and Ferns of the Yarrawa Brush 

 

Launch Date:  Saturday  May 15
th

 2021 

 
 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

Last Saturday of every month at 9.30am onwards, 

subject to the weather. 

Next date: 27
th

 February 

 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can.  

Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park at 9:30 am. 

Please contact either: Peter Glass on 4885 1921 or 

Leon Hall 4888 2222 if you'd like more details. 
 

 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 

The next one will be on 3
rd

 March. 
 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Please contact  

Melinda.Norton@environment.nsw.gov.au at 

NPWS about the next working bee.   

 

 

REPS  MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is from November to November. If 

you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. Renewal reminders are being 

mailed separately with this Newsletter. The 

committee are hoping for as much support as 

possible (see page 2 – Other Business). 
 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. Further 

info and subscriptions please contact: 
 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor, 

Allan Stiles, at stilesaljen@bigpond.com . 

 

 

This newsletter is named 

for the beautiful local 

rainforest tree, Eucryphia 

moorei, known as 

Pinkwood or Plumwood.  

It was named in honour of 

the botanist and one-time 

director of the Royal Botanic Garden at Sydney, 

Charles Moore (1820-1905). The name should best 

be pronounced “you-criff-ee-uh moore-eye.” 

The REPS logo is based on its leaves.  

 

 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au    

 
 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the society. 

Priinted at the Robertson CTC 

mailto:Melinda.Norton@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:stilesaljen@bigpond.com
http://www.reps.org.au/

