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AGM 
 

Because the usual REPS meetings cannot 

take place this year the required Annual General 

Meeting will take place at 10am on Friday 13th 

November as a Zoom meeting, to which members 

are invited. The invitation link for the subject 

meeting is below. Please click on this at the 

appropriate time and you will be admitted to the 

meeting by its coordinator, Mike Meldrum. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82062431020?pwd=RG

14UUIwYUx2bFZoUHlNVkkwUzVOdz09 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

What a year it has been for REPS and the 

world. Our year commenced with our meeting and 

AGM in November last year. John Marsh, who 

was to talk to us on the Dingo, had to cancel at the 

last minute with a medical emergency. Thanks to 

the late Richard Woodman (Woody) and wife 

Kerstin we were able to have Janine Davies and 

associates from Wildlife Rescue South Coast's 

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic step in at the last minute. 

Before the AGM our Mayor, Councillor Duncan 

Gair, presented life membership awards to four 

very special long-time REPS members, namely Dr 

Allan Stiles, the inaugural president, Sheila and 

Bob Mclnnes and Anne Wilson.  

Because of the dreaded virus our meeting in 

February turned out to be our last public meeting 

for the year. Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker 

on the Galapagos lslands, member Dr Lyndy Scott, 

took ill suddenly and member Ted Smith capably 

filled in as he had visited the islands previously.  

As mentioned in last year’s report, we 

decided to reprint our 1993 book, A Guide to the 

Yarrawa Brush, under the stewardship of Dr 

Cathryn Coutts. I am pleased to report that project 

is nearing completion. We hope to launch our book 

in March 2021 with a lot of community 

participation. After all, this book is all about our 

endangered Robertson rainforest. The amount of 

voluntary work involved by Cathryn and her 

committee is many thousands of hours and I can't 

thank those involved enough. We were very 

fortunate to receive some grants to complete the 

book: $5,000 from The Commonwealth 

Government through local federal member, 

Stephen Jones, $3,000 from NSW Environmental 

Trust Bush Connect program (via  

 
 

the Thin Green Line project) through David Rush, 

and $5,500 from WSC community grants. We have 

also applied to The Veolia Trust for funds for our 

launch and are currently preparing a submission to 

the NSW Government for funds to upgrade our 

website to bring it into the 21st century.  

Sadly in May Richard (Woody) Woodman 

passed away. Woody and wife Kerstin have been 

very good friends to REPS over the years. Our 

condolences and best wishes were communicated 

to Kerstin.  

During the year we made two submissions 

to Council on proposed Robertson developments. 

REPS aims are To Protect and Enhance the 

Robertson Environment. As our remaining unique 

Yarrawa Brush rainforest has been proclaimed 

critically endangered by the NSW and Australian 

governments, we feel we should make our Council 

aware of this when considering development 

proposals in Robertson.  

On a personal note, what I like most about 

our village and surrounds is: the people, the 

Yarrawa Brush rainforest, and the climate. I can’t 

change the people or the climate but I can work 

towards protecting the rainforest (The Yarrawa 

Brush), which makes our area unique. Why 

wouldn’t anyone work to protect and enhance our 

unique rainforest? 

A pleasing development this year is that we 

have unearthed a very competent poet in new 

member, Mark Turner. Mark has contributed 

topical poems for Eucryphia since October last 

year.  

Although volunteer work on the Caalong 

Creek and Nature Reserve sites was suspended for 

some months, I am happy to advise that it will 

resume this month and thank you to all the 

volunteers.  

A big thank you to the REPS committee 

during a difficult year. To Allan and Sheila who 

produce our Eucryphia, thank you. To David and 

Judith for their reporting of our speakers; although 

not many this year the reporting was the usual high 

standard. Thank you. 

To all our new members I say a big 

WELCOME and look forward to seeing you at a 

meeting in the future.  
 

Peter Glass October 2020.  

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82062431020?pwd=RG14UUIwYUx2bFZoUHlNVkkwUzVOdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82062431020?pwd=RG14UUIwYUx2bFZoUHlNVkkwUzVOdz09
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ROBERTSON ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION SOCIETY INC 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

These statements have been prepared in accordance with section 47 of the Associations Incorporation Act 2009 

 and Rule 17 of the Association’s Rules. 

 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 $ 

 Current Assets  

 Balance per Bank Statement General Account 549.32 

 Grants Account  5,879.89 

 Investment Account 7,363.90 

  13,793.11   

 Current liabilities 0.00 

 Net Assets 13,793.11 

 

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FROM 01-10-19 TO 30-9-20 

CONSOLIDATED  ACCOUNTS  

INCOME $ EXPENDITURE $ 

Memberships 600.00 Internet Web hosting/domain 234.25 

Interest 173.15 Printing/postage/PO Box 534.00 

Donations with memberships 330.00 Donation to Higher Ground Raptors 100.00 

Donations at meetings 91.90 Other meeting costs  234.80 

Grant and donation towards booklet:  Insurance 390.00 

Cmmth Grant 5,000,00 Membership NCC 90.00 

Donation Thin Green Line project 3,000.00 Booklet costs paid to 30-9-20 2,265.75 

TOTAL INCOME 9,195.05 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 3,848.80 

  Excess Income to Expenditure 5,346.25 

Bank Reconciliation at 30-9-20 (Consolidated accounts)  

Opening Balance per Cash Book 8,446.86 Balance per Bank Statement 13,793.11 

Plus Excess Income to Expend 5,346.25 Less unpresented cheques 0.00 

Closing Balance  13,793.11 Balance to cash book 13,793.11 

    

 

Anne Wilson, Hon. Treasurer 

 

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2020 

- The financial report is prepared on a cash basis whereby items are brought into account as money is paid or received, from the records 
of the association. 

- Grant from Communities Environment Program (Cwlth Dept Industry) 
- Donation from NSW Environmental Trust Bush Connect program (via the Thin Green Line project) 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE ROBERTSON 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION SOCIETY 

by Steve Douglas 

Foundation of REPS 

In 1990 a small group of committed 

members decided to form an association for the 

protection and enhancement of the Robertson area. 

This was the seed which developed into the 

Robertson Environment Protection Society 

Incorporated (REPS), whose members pursue the 

common goal of environmental protection. At 

steering committee meetings held during 

September and October of 1990 the name and 

goals of the Society were discussed along with  

 

proposals for incorporation. The first meeting took 

place in the Robertson Community Centre on 13 

November 1990 and was well attended. Since that 

time REPS has continued to flourish both as an 

environmental society and a community group. 

REPS has a strong and dedicated membership with 

members adding their diverse expertise and 

enthusiasm to ensure its continuing success. The 

interests and associations of our society are many 

and varied.  

Although REPS was born of a desire and 

need to protect our local area, we are ‘thinking 

globally and acting locally’. Indeed, the Society’s 

name intends to invoke this philosophy i.e. being a  
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globally-concerned environment protection society 

based in Robertson, whilst being active locally in 

the protection of our Robertson environment.  

REPS has been the recipient of a number of 

Government grants which enabled it to further 

serve the community by way of publishing various 

sources of environmental education material. One 

such book is A Guide to the Yarrawa Brush, (1993) 

which describes the rainforest trees, shrubs and 

vines around Robertson.  

Role of REPS today 

REPS today continues to be a community-based 

organisation with a strong membership and wide 

community support.  One of its aims is to protect 

and enhance the critically endangered Robertson 

rainforest remnants, through activities such as: 

• community education programs including bi-

monthly information nights with guest speakers 

• a bi-monthly newsletter, Eucryphia, which is 

emailed to REPS members and other 

subscribers, along with printed copies available 

to the general public in local shops 

• bush regeneration and conservation in 

partnership with Wingecarribee Shire Council 

(WSC) and the NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Service 

• advice to local landowners about caring for 

rainforest remnants on private land 

• submission to WSC regarding development 

proposals that impact on the rainforest 

remnants, and 

• production of a new edition of A Guide to the 

Yarrawa Brush 

 

 

KOALAS 
 

Margo Law, a WSC Environment Officer – 

Private land conservation (SOS KOALA project), 

has sent the exciting news that two koalas have 

been sighted near Caalong Creek.  

Let’s keep our eyes open for more and 

report them to her at margo.law@wsc.nsw.gov.au.  

 

 

 

 

Passiflora herbertiana 

Following the article in the last issue about 

this lovely native passionfruit I was contacted by 

one of our members, Janie Miller, who said that 

this species had been found 30 years before at East 

Kangaloon and painted by her husband, Max. The  

photographs below are of his work and we thank 

Janie for permission to include them here. When I 

subsequently visited their property, I located the 

plant high up on the hillside, still thriving. 

Several other plants of this species have 

since been seen in the district; the one at the 

cemetery is easy to find. Please let me know of any 

others that readers may notice. 

Allan Stiles 

 

 

 
  

mailto:margo.law@wsc.nsw.gov.au
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LOCAL SPECIES OF BLECHNUM 

The fern illustrated on the first page is 

Blechnum nudum, a plant that may often be seen 

beside streams. Old specimens sometimes can 

resemble small tree ferns. 

Members of the genus Blechnum have 

special fronds to bear spores and these may be 

observed in the photographs. Most ferns, however, 

have spores on the underside of their ordinary 

fronds, depending on the season. 

Allan Stiles 

 

 

Blechnum cartilagineum 
 

 

Blechnum wattsii 
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Blechnum patersonii 

 

 

ROBERTSON NATURE RESERVE 

 

 

Band Stand in the Park 

 

In early times what is now the Robertson 

Nature Reserve was a park and the above photo 

shows work on a bandstand on which the local 

brass band was reported to have performed 

regularly. 

 

 

 

 

Tea House / Public Park / Robertson 

  

 

This is a photograph of a tea house. 

Treeferns and rainforest trees in the background 

can be seen. The northern part of the Nature 

Reserve is shown to have been cleared and, apart 

from these historic images, that can be deduced by 

the size and close spacing of the current trees there, 

many of which are pioneer species such as 

Blackwood and Pittosporum, and the absence of 

the climax species such as Coachwood and some 

rarer types. 

 It is uncertain when these historic 

photographs were taken or who to acknowledge, 

but they are a fascinating insight into the former 

state of a local treasure. 
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To Look Is Not To See  
 

To look is not to see 

To speak is not to talk 

To hear is not to listen 

(Much like cheese and chalk) 

 

We listen in a forest  

We talk to some known truth 

We see beyond the boundaries 

To the pleasures of our youth 

 

See the strings and woodwinds 

Like puppets in the hand 

And listen to their stories 

Or unfolding from the Grand 

 

Listen to the water 

That flows from parts afar 

And see the life within it 

Once born within a star 

 

We look for things that grow 

In the forest or at home 

But see a cloudy future  

So we buy a garden gnome 

 

To see a child at play 

Is neither play nor child 

But someone we once knew 

To leave us all beguiled 

 

See an old man who sits calmly 

And hear his gentle drone 

But listen for his memories 

To know he’s not alone 

 

Let us look beyond the fire 

To see what future holds 

To be that old man sitting 

With memories to behold 

 

                   © Mark Turner 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

POETRY CORNER     edited by Peter Glass 

Image © Two Sheds Publishing™ 

Another special poem from members Mark and Janet Turner - thankyou 

Mark. 

Original poems are welcomed.  Please contact Peter on 4885 1921 
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FURTHER MEETING DATES FOR 2020 
 

AGM on Friday 13th November at 10am. 

a Zoom meeting (see page 2 above) 

 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au    
 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can.  

Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park at 9:30 am. 

Please contact Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon 

Hall 4888 2222 about the next working bee. 
 

 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 
 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Please contact Cathryn about the next working bee.  

* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.  

* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com  
 

 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is from November to November. If 

you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

 
 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. Further 

info and subscriptions please contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the 

editor, Allan Stiles, at stilesaljen@bigpond.com . 

Printed at the Community Technology 

Centre (CTC), Robertson. 

This newsletter is named for the beautiful 

local rainforest tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as 

Pinkwood or Plumwood. It was named in honour 

of the botanist and one-time director of the Royal 

Botanic Garden at Sydney, Charles Moore (1820-

1905). The name should best be pronounced “you-

criff-ee-uh moore-eye.” The REPS logo is a 

drawing of its leaves. 

Readers are invited to receive this 

newsletter as an attachment to an email. Please 

send your email address to the editor if that is your 

choice. 
 

 

ZOOLOGY RESEARCH UNDERWAY 

Research into the fauna of the Robertson 

rainforest is currently being conducted by a student 

from the University of Wollongong. On several 

properties large tubes have been attached to the 

trunks of trees in the rainforests. Animals, mainly 

nocturnal species, are enticed into the tube to feast 

on the foods on offer and are then photographed by 

a heat-sensitive camera before they depart. 

Thanks to Maaike Hofman for this video of 

Antechinus stuartii, which may be viewed by 

visiting the Youtube site below: 

 

https://youtu.be/dIXGAH1umkQ 

 

No, it’s not a rodent but a tiny marsupial 

about the size of a mouse.  

Who knows what may soon be detected to 

join the antechinus, rats, and possums that have 

already been photographed? 

 
 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are 

not necessarily the views of the society. 

 

 

 

http://www.reps.org.au/
mailto:cathryn.coutts@gmail.com
mailto:stilesaljen@bigpond.com
https://youtu.be/dIXGAH1umkQ

