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PUBLIC MEETING 
 

FRIDAY  14TH JUNE  2019  7.30PM  

ROBERTSON COMMUNITY CENTRE,  

CAALONG STREET, ROBERTSON 
 

JOHN  MARSH  WILL  SPEAK ABOUT  ECHIDNAS 
 

THE MOST AMAZING, AWESOME AND TOTALLY DIFFERENT ANIMAL 
 

 
 

John Marsh has been working at Potoroo Palace Native Animal Education Sanctuary for nine years as 

Manager of Animal Welfare, Head Dingo Keeper and Educator. He is also working very closely with the local 

National Parks and Wildlife Service in the conservation of our very endangered koala population.  

John’s work at Potoroo Palace awakened an interest in the Short-beaked Echidna (Tachyglossus 

aculeatus). Echidnas are members of the sub-class of mammals known as monotremes, the smallest group of 

mammals with only three members that are egg-laying mammals. They are Australia's most wide-spread 

mammal species, being found in every state and territory and all the major islands around Australia. They are 

mostly diurnal but in very hot climate regions they are nocturnal. Echidnas lead a solitary existence for most 

of their lives and only come together during breeding season.  
 

ALL WELCOME  
 

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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The following is a quote from Dr. Peggy Rismiller 

that may perfectly describe them:  
  

Echidnas live solitary lives, are slow-

moving, insect-eating and egg-laying. They 

have acute hearing, sensitive smell, are 

masters of camouflage, accomplished 

escape artists and decidedly inquisitive. 

They maintain low population numbers, are 

broad spectrum foragers, physiologically 

adaptable and not aggressive to other 

wildlife. As a member of the oldest 

surviving group of mammals, the echidna is 

a living model for sustainability. For me 

this weird, whimsical and timeless creature 

is a constant reminder of nature's wonders 

and living proof that facts can be more 

fascinating than fiction. 
 

John has been involved with Save Fraser 

Island Dingoes for eight years in an advisory 

capacity and was also a member of their Dingo 

Advisory Team involved in surveillance on K’Gari 

(Fraser Island). He is also a member of the 

National Dingo Preservation and Recovery 

Program and affiliated with the Centre for 

Compassionate Conservation and the Predator 

Friendly Network and the Dingo for Biodiversity 

Project. 
 

 
 

REPORT OF REPS MEETING  

FRIDAY 12TH APRIL 2019 

‘KOALARAMA’ 
 

This event was part of the ‘Koalarama’ 

project organised and jointly sponsored by 

Wingecarribee Shire Council and the NSW 

Government. The meeting, which was hosted by 

REPS at Robertson, was one of a series of similar 

events held over the week of 9th to 17th April at 

Hilltop, High Range, Penrose, Bowral and 

Canyonleigh. The meeting consisted of a series of 

presentations about the project. It was convened an 

hour earlier than the usual REPS meetings to allow 

time for a koala-spotting excursion following the 

presentations. 

On behalf of REPS, President Peter Glass 

welcomed the five presenters, who each spoke on 

an aspect of the project. 

REPS member and WSC Environment 

Officer Karen Guymer, and Margot Law, who 

works for WSC in the area of private land 

conservation, gave an overview of the project, 

which began in 2014, jointly sponsored by 

Wingecarribee Shire Council, the University of 

Sydney, and the NSW Government. Stage 1 of the 

project was designed to discover what the koala 

population is in the shire, and determine the areas 

of koala habitat. When Stage 1 began nothing was 

known about the koala population in 
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Wingecarribee Shire, but now it is one of the best 

known and documented in NSW. Stage 2 of the 

project has begun with a NSW Government grant 

of $450,000, and its main aim is to safeguard the 

koala population in Wingecarribee shire and 

engage the public in helping to preserve and 

protect koala habitat areas. 
 

 
Karen Guymer 

 

Kylie Madden then summarised the 

achievements of Stage 1: 

▪ It is now known that there are at least 3,000 

koalas in the shire – this turns out to be one 

of the largest koala populations in NSW, 

and is one of four priority areas where 

conservation efforts are now being directed 

by the state government. 

▪ Maps have been produced of koala 

distribution and variation in population 

density in different areas of the shire. 

▪ Areas of richer soil where basalt meets the 

sandstone soils on the edges of the Sydney 

water catchment area support a greater 

population density than areas further west 

such as Canyonleigh. 

▪ The variety of preferred tree species is 

greater than previously thought. 

▪ A new national park has been established at 

Tugalong Station, a known koala habitat 

between Canyonleigh and the Wollondilly 

reserve. 

▪ It has been discovered that although 

between 30% and 60% of the koala 

population are chlamydia carriers, overall 

the population is very healthy. 

▪ The importance of enlisting the support of 

private landowners whose properties link 

areas of koala population has been 

recognised. 
 

 

George Madani 

George Madani introduced himself as a 

“mercenary biologist, not a Council employee”. He 

explained that he doesn’t like koalas much because 

his role in the project is to climb trees and try to 

persuade creatures with sharp claws to come down 

when they don’t want to. As a result, he frequently 

gets bitten, scratched, and peed on. He referred to 

historical records relating to koalas, explaining that 

the name ‘koala’ appears to have come from an 

Aboriginal word ‘colo’, as in ‘Colo Vale’. Another 

historical fact is that by 1924 more than two 

million koala pelts had been exported to England 

for fur. More recent threats include dogs, road kill 

and climate change. Some new tunnels and fences 

have been installed in koala road kill hot spots, 

such as on the Picton Road. 

George then spoke about the ecological role of 

koalas: 

▪ Koala poo is eaten by one specific variety 

of moth. 

▪ Koala young are often eaten by powerful 

owls, and sometimes by carpet snakes. 

▪ One koala eats around 400 grams of gum 

leaves in a day. 

▪ The koala is an ‘umbrella’ species – by 

protecting koalas we are protecting other 

species that live in their habitat. 

▪ Tourists wishing to see koalas contribute 1 

to 2.5 million dollars a year to the 

economy. 
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Some of the interesting facts about koalas that 

George mentioned are: 

▪ There is very little fat in their bodies. 

▪ They have unique hands and feet, with 

fused double thumbs. 

▪ Koalas in Queensland are smaller than 

those in Victoria (the largest found weighed 

16 kg). 

▪ Koalas are surprisingly agile – their arms 

and legs are disproportionately long, for 

climbing. 

▪ They have special bacteria in their gut 

which gives them resistance to toxins in 

eucalyptus leaves, but they frequently 

switch varieties of eucalypts to avoid toxin 

buildup. 

▪ They prefer leaves with a high fibre and 

protein content. 

▪ The size of their home range varies with the 

quality of the feed. 

▪ Koalas don’t cope well with heat, which 

makes leaves less palatable. They need 

shade trees as well as feed trees, so it is 

important to preserve old trees in their 

habitat. 

▪ Koalas breed annually. The mating season 

is from September to March, peaking in 

December. Twins are rare. 

▪ Males bellow and use scent to mark their 

territory. 

Margot Law outlined the role of private 

landholders in conserving koala habitats. She used 

the habitat maps to identify adjoining properties 

which could serve as corridors to extend and link 

existing habitat areas. 100 landholders accepted 

invitations to meetings to discuss ways of 

improving koala habitat on their properties. Some 

of the ways landowners can help are: 

▪ planting eucalyptus seedlings along fence 

lines, in groups to form ‘stepping stones’, 

or as paddock trees 

▪ replacing barbed wire fences with plain 

wire or electric fences on rural properties, 

or ‘bridges’ over barriers such as 

Colorbond fences in urban areas 

▪ monitoring vegetation, e.g. by noting the 

effect of climate change on eucalyptus 

trees, collecting seed for planting, and 

helping to verify vegetation maps 

▪ monitoring and reporting koala sightings to 

the Koala Hotline on phone 4868 0888 

▪ dedicating part of their land to wildlife 

through one of the formal agreements with 

Council. 

Adam Hook, from the Biodiversity Trust, then 

explained the benefits and eligibility criteria for 

each of the available private land conservation 

agreement types including: 

▪ The Conservation Partners Program, which 

provides permanent protection on the land 

title for all or part of a property 

▪ The Conservation Management Program, 

which offers payment for management by 

landholders 

▪ The Biodiversity Asset Program. 
 

 
Adam Hook and Margot Law 

 

After a short question and answer session, 

Margot concluded the formal part of the evening 

by offering members of the audience seedlings of 

monkey gum and white-topped box for planting on 

their properties, pointing out that any land with 

eucalypts growing on it is potential koala habitat. 

A break followed when pizza was provided for 

everyone, after which the presenters led an 

excursion to the Tourist Road oval for koala-

spotting. Unfortunately, on this occasion no koalas 

were sighted, but we did see some ring-tailed 

possums and two greater sugar gliders. 

Our sincere thanks go to the organisers and 

presenters for a very informative and successful 

evening. 

Report by Judith Mee, photos by David Mee 
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REPORT ON VISIT TO ROBERTSON BY 

TEAM MEMBERS OF THE  

COMMONWEALTH THREATENED 

SPECIES COMMITTEE. 
 

The visit was organised following the 

Committee’s request for public submissions on a 

draft report being prepared for a Ministerial 

Recommendation on the protection classifications 

for both the Robertson Rainforests and the 

Illawarra Rainforests. REPS (myself, with the 

active participation of Allan Stiles and others) 

made a detailed response and invited those 

committee members to visit us to see the 

Rainforest Reserve and other sites around 

Robertson, so they could get a good idea of the 

issues and habitat under discussion. Their 

recommended proposal is to echo the NSW State 

categorisation for the Commonwealth Jurisdiction. 

Wednesday 10th April was agreed upon. It 

turned out to be a wonderful, sunny day, not too 

hot though. From Canberra, there were Matthew 

White, Andrew Chalken and John Vranjic: From 

REPS Peter Glass, David Mee, Helen Tranter, 

Cathryn Coutts, Steve Douglas and Kevin Mills, 

who came up from Jamberoo. We were pleased 

that Kevin was able to attend as he had written his 

own submissions on both rainforest types, and his 

knowledge and expertise were appreciated. Karen 

Guymer was planning to join us but she had other 

duties at the Council Offices that day. 
 

 
The group at the Nature Reserve 

 

We met at the Rainforest Reserve at about 

11:00am and after introductions we set off at a 

slow pace around the loop walking track, with the 

visitors enjoying the very different environment 

from that found around Canberra. The reserve was 

looking fantastic, thanks to the excellent work 

being put in by Catherine and her co-volunteers. 

The sunlight coming through the canopy where 

trees had fallen made the place look very special, 

as we know it is. We thank Helen for coming out 

of her retirement to help us. Peter presented a copy 

of the REPS booklet, A Guide to the Yarrawa 

Brush, to the group. 
 

 
A fern on a treetrunk in the Nature Reserve 

 

 
The group in the Nature Reserve 

 

After our visit, we went to the Pie Shop for 

lunch and Peter invited the visitors to bring their 

pies and other goodies back to his place at 

Vandenbergh Road to eat, which we all did. 

Having lunch in the sunshine while admiring the 

view (one of the best in Robertson) was a great 

Robertson experience. Peter and Lyn have some 

nice patches of rainforest on their property and part 

of the day was to show the visitors how Rainforest 

patches on private land could be protected. After 

lunch we walked around the property, both in the 

fenced off forest of Lilly Pilly trees, vines and 

wombat holes, and in a dense gully rainforest with 

a great variety of species. 

Walking up and down the hill was great 

exercise, with a cup of tea at the end to help with 

breath catching, before the visitors set out for 

Canberra, but not without a quick look (for them) 

at the vegetation around the Cemetery. We hope 

the visitors enjoyed their experience. 

Report and photos by David Mee 
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POETRY CORNER     selected by Peter Glass 

 

The Echidnas  -  by Francis Duggan 

The echidnas or spiny anteaters for ants are always searching 

 and digging with their sharp claws into the ground 

And if a dog or a person approach them they dig themselves in 

 and curl themselves into a ball spiny and round 

A prick from their pointy spines could cause some damage it is their only weapon of defence 

Most dogs do bark at them but dare not bite them except for the dogs who lack in common sense 

The echidnas one might say are inoffensive 

 since ants and tiny ground living things are all that they do eat 

What most creatures do ignore as obnoxious to their taste buds is a delicious treat 

Their weak beak-like mouth is not a defensive weapon but 

 because of their sharp spines most predators from them keep away 

In my many walks from time to time I see them though I do not meet with them every day 

They are slow moving awkward looking creatures to say the least their fastest pace is slow 

But I am one who thinks they are amazing and my wonder of them only seems to grow 

One of the oddest looking creatures one sees in Australia they are a freak of Nature one might say 

But like every life form that does live in Nature they have their environmental role to play 

Some call them spiny anteaters others call them short beak echidnas  

 though they are the very same by either name 

But to be different from all other creatures perhaps is their enduring claim to fame.  

 

Francis Duggan          A very prolific writer of rhymes and poems, born in Ireland and now a Victorian. 
    More at  -  https://francisrhymer.blogspot.com/2019/ 

 

 
 
 

The echidnas are named after Echidna, a creature from Greek mythology who was half-woman, half-

snake, as the animal was perceived to have qualities of both mammals and reptiles.  

 

 

Original poems are welcomed.  Please contact Peter on 4885 1921 

https://www.poemhunter.com/francis-duggan/poems/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echidna_(mythology)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
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VISIT TO ROBERTSON NATURE RESERVE 

BY STAFF FROM JANET COSH 

HERBARIUM, UNIVERSITY OF 

WOLLONGONG. 

Report by Cathryn Coutts 

 

Earlier this year I visited the Janet Cosh 

Herbarium, as part of my research for painting and 

drawing the Yarrawa Brush plants, a project I have 

been doing for several years.  The Herbarium has 

many of the Yarrawa Brush species in its 

collection, and the late Janet Cosh collected many 

plants from around the Robertson area.  

On Tuesday May 21, I was delighted to be 

able to give Patsy Nagle, Curator Janet Cosh 

Herbarium, and one of her students, a tour of the 

Robertson Nature Reserve and talk about the bush 

regeneration work done there by NSW National 

Parks and REPS representatives. The Herbarium 

visitors were very impressed with the Nature 

Reserve, as people always are, and we had 

beautiful weather to show the rainforest at its 

best. We enjoyed seeing a number of plant species, 

such as the Tasmannia insipida, Brush Pepperbush, 

female with plenty of fruit; Pyrrosia rupestris - 

Rock Felt Fern; and Parsonsia brownii - Mountain 

Silkpod. 
 

Brush Pepperbush fruit (Tasmannia insipida) 

 
 

Mountain Silkpod (Parsonsia brownii) 

 

 

 
Rock Felt Fern on tree trunk (Pyrrosia rupestris) 

 

Photographs by Patsy Nagle 
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FURTHER MEETING DATES FOR 2019 
 

Friday 14th June 

John Marsh from Merimbula will be speak on 

Echidnas. If you google “Potoroo Palace Echidnas” 

and click on the video you will see him in action. 

Friday 9th August 

Trish Levett, who is Custodian for the 

Gundungurra Country that encompasses the 

Southern Highlands, will speak on the activities of 

the original Aboriginal inhabitants, including 

history, culture, bush medicine, rock art, etc. 

Friday 11th October – TBA 

Friday 8th November – AGM and presentation 
 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au    
 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can.  

Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park at 9:30 am. 

The next working bee will be on Saturday 29th 

June at 9:30am onwards, subject to the weather. 
 

There will be no working bee in July. 

Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222 
 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 
 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Contacts:  

* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.  

* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com  
 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is from November to November. We 

are having a great year in 2019. If you are not yet a 

member, please consider becoming one. 
 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are 

not necessarily the views of the society. 
 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. Further 

info and subscriptions please contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor, 

Allan Stiles, at stilesaljen@bigpond.com . 
 

 

Two local orchid photos by the late Denis Wilson 
 

 
Streaked Rock Orchid - Dockrillia striolata 

 

 

Sarcochilus falcatus with the fern Pyrrosia rupestris 

http://www.reps.org.au/
mailto:cathryn.coutts@gmail.com
mailto:stilesaljen@bigpond.com

