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PUBLIC MEETING 
 

Friday,  8
th

 February 2019,  7.30 pm  

Robertson Community Centre, Caalong Street, Robertson 
 

JAMES DAWSON 
the Senior Team Leader, Ecosystems & Threatened Species-Illawarra Office of Environment& Heritage, 

Department of Premier & Cabinet will speak on the latest developments in the 
 

THE BARREN GROUNDS-BUDDEROO QUOLLIDOR PROJECT 
The Quollidor Saving our Species Project aims to improve the resilience and size of the Barren Grounds-
Budderoo Spotted-tailed Quoll population. The Spotted-tailed Quoll is the Australian mainland’s largest 

carnivorous marsupial and is listed as a threatened species. 
 

 
 

 ALL WELCOME  

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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Threats: Spotted-tailed quolls compete for food and are killed by introduced predators such as foxes. 

They are also threatened by habitat loss and damage. 

The ‘Quollidor’ is the name given to the connected vegetation corridor that links the quoll’s habitat 

from the South Coast escarpment forests, to the Metropolitan Special Area water catchments across to the 

southern Blue Mountains. 

Infra-red camera surveys have revealed that quolls are still present in the Barren Grounds Nature 

Reserve and Budderoo National Park. Because quolls have huge home ranges, from 300 to 3000 hectares, we 

know they will be moving from these reserves onto the private land surrounding the Quollidor. 

The Quollidor Project has been established under the NSW Saving our Species program to improve the 

monitoring of quolls in the Barren Grounds-Budderoo region. 

To help quolls survive in this region we need to: 

* understand more about their population health and breeding behaviour 

* care for the vegetation corridor (Quollidor) that links their habitat 

* increase and manage areas of habitat in and around the reserves 

* control foxes in a way that doesn’t harm the quolls. 

 

 
Map showing the reserves and the Quollidor habitat buffer. 
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Spotted-tailed Quoll 
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REPORT OF REPS AGM NOVEMBER 2018 
 

The REPS 2018 Annual General Meeting 

was held in the Robertson Community Centre on 

Friday 9
th

 November. 

Before opening the meeting President Peter 

Glass welcomed another community group, the 

Robertson Songsters, with their conductor Alison 

Robertson. Both they and the audience enjoyed 

their three songs:  

Bridge Over Troubled Water 

California Dreamin’ 

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas. 
 

This musical introduction was followed by 

the AGM. 
 

 
The Robertson Songsters 

 

MINUTES OF REPS AGM  

held on 9
th

 November 2018 
 

 
Bob McInnes 

 

The AGM was chaired by Bob McInnes. 

Apologies were received from Mike 

Meldrum and Anne Wilson. 

The minutes of the 2018 AGM, the 

President’s report, and the Treasurer’s report 

were all taken as read, since they had been 

published in Eucryphia, and were unanimously 

approved. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

All committee positions were declared 

vacant. The following members were nominated, 

seconded and duly elected to committee positions. 

President: Peter Glass 

Vice-President: David Mee 

Secretary: Mike Meldrum 

Treasurer: Anne Wilson 

Other committee members: 

Allan Stiles 

Lyndy Scott 

Bob McInnes 

Ted Smith 

It was noted that although Mike Meldrum 

and Anne Wilson were not present at the meeting, 

they had both given prior notice that they were 

willing to accept election to their positions. 

Helen Tranter’s devoted service of 28 years 

on the REPS committee in many capacities was 

acknowledged by acclamation, and the meeting 

expressed best wishes on her retirement from the 

committee. 

The AGM was followed by the evening’s 

talk given by guest presenter, Erin Lake. 
 

REPORT OF REPS TALK: 

THE RARE FITZROY FALLS SPINY 

CRAYFISH 
 

Newly re-elected President Peter Glass 

introduced the speaker for the evening, Erin Lake, 

a graduate of the University of Wollongong who 

works in the Threatened Species Unit of the 

Department of Primary Industries - Fisheries. 

Erin’s topic was the critically endangered 

Fitzroy Falls spiny crayfish, Euastachus 

dharawalus. The only place in the world this rare 

species of crayfish can be found is in a section of 

Yarrunga Creek and its tributaries in Wildes 

Meadow. Erin told us that there are more than 50 

species of the Euastachus genus. She displayed a 

map showing the location of each species, some of 

which are confined to very small areas which don’t 

overlap. Each species has evolved with its own 

distinct species of flatworm. 
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She also showed a matrix, setting out the 

criteria used by the Fisheries Scientific Committee, 

which is independent of government departments 

and ministers, for determining whether a species is 

critically endangered, and showed us how the 

Fitzroy Falls spiny crayfish meets these criteria. In 

2016 it was also listed by the national committee. 
 

 
Erin Lake with a picture of Euastachus dharawalus 

 

The main threats to Euastachus are 

invasive species in the Fitzroy Falls reservoir such 

as carp and yabbies not native to the area but to the 

Murray/Darling basin. These predators eat the eggs 

and young of Euastachus. Habitat loss and fishing 

are also major threats, as many fishermen confuse 

the crayfish with lobsters. 

Erin then outlined a 1-year research project 

which has been granted funding by the National 

Landcare Program. This project consists of a 

survey, landholder engagement (especially in the 

Wildes Meadow Creek area), restoration activities, 

and invasive species management, which is 

important for the ecology of the creek. 

She also mentioned a case study of the Tasmanian 

Giant Freshwater Lobster which has been crowd 

funded, and suggested that this approach might be 

useful for the Fitzroy Falls Spiny Crayfish. 

Those present were invited to take copies of 

a card issued by the Department of Primary 

Industries to show members of the public the key 

differences between the common yabby and the 

Fitzroy Falls Spiny Crayfish. It also outlined heavy  

penalties for catching, buying, selling or 

harming the endangered species, or for causing 

damage to its habitat.  

Postscript: Two of Erin’s associates are 

studying a related species native to the Macquarie 

Pass area: the Southern Hairy Crayfish. While she 

was speaking to the REPS audience, they spent 

some time fishing in nearby Caalong Creek to see 

what crayfish were there. They found a specimen 

of the Southern Yabby which they brought in at the 

end of her talk for us to look at. 
 

 
Caalong Creek crayfish just caught & later carefully released 

 

 
Erin with the Caalong Creek crayfish 
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The Caalong Creek crayfish with eggs 

 

 
Peter Glass thanking Erin Lake 

 

Following the talk, Peter Glass made a 

presentation of $200 from REPS to Richard 

Woodman (Woody) and Kirsten towards the cost 

of their wildlife rescue work.  
 

 
Woody and Peter Glass 

 

Report by Judith Mee; photos by David Mee 
 

 

 

 

Rubus hillii 
 

Flowering and fruiting now at Robertson 
 

 
Leaves and flowers 

 

 
Flower 

 

 
Fruit 
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POETRY CORNER 
 

THE QUOLL 
 

I would like to extol 

The beauty of the eastern quoll. 

In faun or black with spots of white, 

This creature gives me pure delight. 

Slightly built, with largish ears, 

There’s little that this creature fears. 

It moves with elegance and grace, 

And has a quite exquisite face. 

Our prettiest animal, you’d agree, 

If once an eastern quoll you see! 
 

Philip R. Rush. 
 

 
 

The Eastern Quoll, Dasyurus viverrinus, is 

distinctly different from the Spotted-tailed Quoll 

because of the absence of spots on its tail.  

It was thought to be extinct on the mainland 

where it was once widespread in the eastern states. 

This species has survived in Tasmania. The last 

living animal in NSW was seen at Nielsen Park 

beside Sydney Harbour in 1963. A dead animal 

was found since then beside a road on Barrington 

Tops, indicating that an original population may 

yet exist in NSW.   
 

 
 

Sheila McInnes has informed us that the 

Eastern Quoll has been re-introduced from 

Tasmania to the Booderee Park at Jervis bay, 

where three new babies were recently seen last 

November. 

This story may be read at: 

https://www.environment.gov.au/mediarelease/east

ern-quoll-joeys-emerge-booderee-national-park 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Will this animal once again be seen in our district, 

or has it also survived in some remote spot, yet to 

be observed? 

 

 

Poetry Corner is edited by Peter Glass. 
 

Original poems are welcomed. 
 

Please contact Peter on 4885 1921. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.environment.gov.au/mediarelease/eastern-quoll-joeys-emerge-booderee-national-park
https://www.environment.gov.au/mediarelease/eastern-quoll-joeys-emerge-booderee-national-park
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VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au 

 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am  

onwards, subject to the weather. 
 

Next working bee: Saturday 23
th

 February  
 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang 

Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park. 9:30 am.  
 

Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 

 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Contacts:  

* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.  

* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com  
 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

Membership is from November to November. We 

have had a great year in 2018. If you are not yet a 

member, please consider becoming one. 
 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. Further 

info and subscriptions please contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor, 

Allan Stiles. eucryphia@reps.org.au 

 

FURTHER MEETING DATES FOR 2019 
 

Friday 12 April 

Joe Stammers, the Environmental Projects Officer 

at the Wingecarribee Shire Council, will give an 

update on work with local koalas. 
  
Friday 14

th
 June 

Friday 9
th

 August 

Friday 11
th

 October 

Friday 8
th

 November – AGM and presentation 
 

 

EARTH ON FIRE: A Catalyst Special. 
Recommended viewing by Sheila McInnes 

 

https://ios.tviview.abc.net.au/programs/earth-on-

fire-a-catalyst-special/SQ1398H001S00 

  On 30
th

 January I watched on the ABC a 

Catalyst special called Earth On Fire 

It will be available on iview until 13
th

 Feb –  

I found it extremely informative.  

This is the blurb:  

In this Catalyst special, Anja Taylor and 

Mark Horstman travel to opposite sides of the 

planet to investigate mega-fires: large 

uncontrollable fires that are on the rise globally. 

#EarthOnFire  
 

Broadcast 1:00 pm Wed 30 Jan 2019. 

Available until 2:00 pm on 13 Feb 2019.  
 

 

Europe – A Natural History by Tim Flannery 

Text Publishing – Melbourne (2018) 

Recommended by Allan Stiles 
 

Flannery’s latest book is one of those which 

proved difficult to put down, giving a fascinating 

account of animals and plants there during the past 

100 million years. Much has recently been 

revealed from the discovery of more fossils.  

One impressive disclosure was that, 

contrary to earlier belief, from DNA analysis it is 

now known that the Neanderthals did not die out 

but bred with later dark-skinned immigrants from 

Africa. Europeans all have some Neanderthal 

genes, inheriting their pale skins that enhanced the 

production of vitamin D and making their survival 

in that latitude possible.  
 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are 

not necessarily the views of the society.  

mailto:cathryn.coutts@gmail.com
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