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PUBLIC MEETING

FRIDAY, 9" NOVEMBER 2018, 7.30PM
ROBERTSON COMMUNITY CENTRE, CAALONG STREET, ROBERTSON

After the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ERIN LAKE,

a Threatened Species Officer with the NSW Department of Fisheries,
WILL TALK ABOUT

A UNIQUE CRAYFISH IN LOCAL STREAMS.

Euastacus dharawalus




In Rob McCormack’s guide, The Crayfish
of NSW Australia, it is reported that the Fitzroy
Falls Spiny Crayfish, Euastacus dharawalus, is a
unique crayfish that is only found above Fitzroy
Falls, which seems to be the factor that has
protected this species from other larger and more
aggressive crayfish that inhabit Yarrunga Creek
below the falls as well as the Kangaroo and
Shoalhaven Rivers. It may be just a remnant
population that has found its niche to survive
relying on the falls to protect it from other crayfish
species as well as fish and eels. It grows to 300
grams and 86 mm long.

They are most active in the afternoon and
early evening, being aggressive feeders and
therefore susceptible to bait fishing. They will
readily take meat or fish when offered and are
unafraid of humans, actively wandering the creeks
through the day in constant sight of onlookers.
They can be easily viewed in the afternoon from
the National Parks walkways at Fitzroy Falls.

Its status is critical and immediate
conservation strategies need to be implemented. It
is restricted to an extremely small distribution area
above Fitzroy Falls in Yarrunga Creek and Wildes
Meadow Creek. It is now under serious threat from
the non-indigenous species, Cherax destructor, an
incredibly hardy, fast growing and fecund invasive
species that is proliferating in the area.

Further research and management strategies
are needed to ensure the long-term survival of
Euastacus dharawalus.

Euastacus yanga

Euastacus yanga

Another local species, Euastacus yanga, is
a spiny crayfish that grows to 200 grams and 62
mm long. It has a wide distribution and its
conservation status is good, with no immediate
threats except drought. It occurs in eastern streams
from Robertson to northern Victoria. It is relatively
shy, mostly feeding at night, although it can be
seen in the daytime when waters are warm. It can
be easily captured if you know how.

Surveys of Calaang Creek show a good
population of this species, which offers an
excellent opportunity to monitor, understand and
support populations there.

Photos by Felicity Sturgiss

To begin we will be entertained by the
ROBERTSON SONGSTERS
directed by Alison Robertson.

ALL WELCOME

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk.
A gold coin donation would be appreciated.




REPORT OF TALK AT REPS MEETING
FRIDAY 12™ OCTOBER 2018
WOMBAT UPDATE

President Peter Glass welcomed back
Associate Professor Julie Old, from Western
Sydney University, to give us a progress report on
her current research on wombats. Julie spoke to
REPS in 2015, when she introduced her research
project to track wombats, map their habitats, and
discover more about the prevalence, causes and
possible treatments of sarcoptic mange.

Associate Professor Julie Old

Julie began by reminding us of the three
species of wombats and their habitats, as shown in
the screenshots below from Julie’s presentation.
Readers may just be able to make out the two tiny
spots on the map of Queensland showing Epping
National Park and one other small location, the
sole remaining habitat of the Northern Hairy-nosed
wombat, which is critically endangered. The
habitat of this species once extended into NSW as
far south as Deniliquin, but by the 1980s there
were only 35 known animals left, after the already
dwindling numbers had been further drastically
reduced by dog attacks. The latest count shows an
increase to 280 animals as a result of protection
efforts.

As REPS members know from their own
properties and from the large numbers of dead
animals on the roads, the local (Bare-nosed)
species is far from critically endangered. It has a
much wider distribution along the coastal areas of
NSW and Victoria, the whole of Tasmania
including the large Bass Strait islands, and small

areas of coastal Queensland and South Australia.
From the maps it can also be seen that South
Australia is the main host to the Southern Hairy-
nosed wombat, with a small area of adjacent
habitat in Western Australia.

Critically
endangered

Northern Hairy-nosed Wombat and its range

In her previous REPS talk, Julie had
outlined the habitats under study, including the
Wolgan valley, Rylstone, Mudgee and Merriwa,
and had described treatment stations which were
being placed along some wombat trails in these
areas. Flaps deposited a chemical on the backs of
animals as they passed under them. She now
outlined the limitations of these treatment stations,
especially in areas of high wombat population
where the animals tended to share burrows and it
was difficult to track individual animals.




(E Hermsen 2015)

Bare-nosed Wombat and its range

There is also concern that wombats might develop
resistance to the treatment. Despite some success
with this treatment method in areas where the
flaps can be monitored daily and effective
treatment plans can be strictly followed, Julie has
concluded that this method will not provide a long-
term solution for the wider wombat population.

The research being undertaken by Julie and her

postgraduate students is now focusing on three
main questions:

1. Why are wombats so badly affected by
sarcoptic mange?

2. Where are the wombats with and without
sarcoptic mange located, and are the numbers
significant?

3. What are the other current threats to
wombats?

Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat and its range

To find out more about why wombats are so
susceptible to sarcoptic mange, they are
investigating  possible  contributing  factors
including immunological, nutrition and stress
issues. Two of Julie’s students, Blaire Vallin and
Hayley Stannard, were present at the meeting and
spoke about their investigations into wombat
immunology and nutrition. DNA samples are being
collected non-invasively by extracting them from
wombat scats and analysing them to gain more
information about the genetic diversity in wombat
populations. Preliminary results of 90 DNA
samples have revealed 42 unique sequences and
the fundamental features of these are currently
being studied. The similarity to the koala, the
closest relative of the wombat, is evident.




Peter Glass thanking Julie Old

The other question being investigated is
whether there is any correlation between nutrition
in different locations and seasons and levels of
mange in wombats.

Julie gave an update on the citizen on-line
mapping tool, Womsat, which was just being
launched at the time she last spoke to REPS. So far
9007 sightings of wombats have been reported.
The information collected so far is helping to
determine the distribution of mange, especially
around Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.
Preliminary results have also shown high
concentrations of road Kkill, a major threat to
wombats, around Sydney, Canberra, Wollongong
and Melbourne. Data will be tracked over time and
this will help in analysing which roads are road Kill
‘hot spots’.

The speakers with their presented flowers

Members of the public have also uploaded
many photos, some of which have helped to
distinguish between animals with mange and those
that have suffered dog attacks, another major
threat.

After a period of questions and answers, the
speakers were thanked by the President with a
presentation of locally-grown flowers, including
some beautiful waratahs.

Report by Judith Mee

PRESI DENT6S ANNUAL

It has been my pleasure to serve as
president of REPS for the 2018 year. My position
is made very enjoyable both by the support of the
dedicated and knowledgeable committee, and the
positive feedback of REPS members and others
who attend our public meetings throughout the
year.

We all value the uniqueness of the area in
which we live.

Our year got off to a great start in February
with Dr Tom Grant from the University of NSW
speaking about his life's work researching the
platypus. The meeting was standing-room only.

Our April meeting speaker, Dr. Simon
Robinson, discussed the topic “Are Our Bird
Populations Changing?”

Also in April the Robertson Community
Information Centre was opened and REPS‘s
contribution of the Robertson Environment Section
was unveiled, the text of which was the sole work
of Life Member Leon Hall.

In June local snake catcher, Mr. Ray
McGibbon of Oz Style Reptiles, spoke about new
information on our local snakes. The talk was well
attended and evoked many questions.

Our August talk was by committee member
Mike Meldrum on "Low Carbon Living in The
Southern Highlands”, a new concept with the hope
of promising results in the future.

In October the topic was “All Things
Wombat” by Associate Professor Julie Old from
Western Sydney University accompanied by
Master’s student, Blaire Vallin, and Dr Hayley
Stannard, her co-supervisor.  Earlier In the
afternoon, thanks to Kirsten and Woody (Richard
Woodman), we showed the speakers around their




wildlife rescue facility where they saw some very
tiny wombats being cared for. We at REPS were
pleased to announce at the meeting a donation of
$200 towards caring for our injured and
orphaned wildlife.

As | write this report 1 am looking forward
to our next talk on the 9th of November about our
endangered local crayfish found nowhere else on
the planet.

All REPS members | feel sure are proud of
our Eucryphia. Our thanks to editor, Dr. Allan
Stiles, and sub-editors, Sheila Mclnnes and Lynn
Stevenson. Also our thanks go to David and Judith
Mee, who very competently write up the reports on
the speakers.

Sadly this AGM will see REPS stalwart,
Helen Tranter OAM, stand down from the
committee after many years of service. Helen and
David Tranter were foundation members of REPS.
We, and the community, are indebted to them both
for their many years of service. Also standing
down are secretary Lyndy Scottand committee
member Lynn Stevenson. Thank you for your
service — you will be missed.

We also thank members Cathryn Coutts
and Steve Douglas for representing REPS and
taking over from Helen at the Nature Reserve and
Hampden  Park  Management = Committee
respectively, and also a thank you to the members
who regularly work at the Nature Reserve and
bushcare at Hampden Park.

Finally, my thanks to all the members
and friends who supported REPS during the year.

Peter Glass November 2018

POSSUMWOOD

Currently flowering in our rainforests is
Quintinia sieberi (Possumwood). It is mostly seen
in the temperate rainforests on mountains and is a
significant element of Robertson’s flora. As can be
observed in the Robertson Nature Reserve, seeds
of this tree sometimes germinate on tree ferns. Its
distinctive bark assists in its identification.




ROBERTSON ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION SOCIETY INC

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2018

These statements have been prepared in accordance with section 47 of the Associations Incorporation Act
2009 and Rule 17 of the Association’s Rules.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2018

$
Current Assets

Balance per Bank Statement General Account 1,207.81
Grants Account 145.21
Investment Account 7,022.76
8,375.78

Current liabilities
Unpresented cheques 35.20
Net Assets 8,340.58

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FROM 01-10-17 TO 30-9-18

GENERAL ACCOUNT

INCOME $ EXPENDITURE $

Memberships 570.00 Dept of Fair Trading 45.00

Interest 171.56 Internet Web hosting/domain 180.00

Donations with memberships 355.00 Printing/postage/PO Box 445.40

Donations at meetings 222.90 Other meeting costs —donation to 200.00
HWR

Veolia Grant (CIC Project) 10,705.00 CIC Project (Veolia Grant acquittal) 10,705.00
Insurance 455.00
Membership NCC 90.00

TOTAL INCOME 12,024.46 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 12,120.40
Excess Income to Expenditure (95.94)

Bank Reconciliation at 30-9-18 (Consolidated accounts)

Opening Balance per Cash Book 8,436.52 Balance per Bank Statement 8,375.78
Plus Excess Income to Expend -95.94  Less unpresented cheques 35.20
Closing Balance 8,340.58 Balance to cash book 8,340.58

Anne Wilson, Hon. Treasurer

Note to the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2018
The financial report is prepared on a cash basis whereby items are brought into account as money is paid or
received, from the records of the association.




CONTACT REPS

Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. Further
info and subscriptions please contact:

President — Peter Glass on 4885 1921,

Vice-President — David Mee on 4885 1483
or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor,
Allan Stiles. eucryphia@reps.org.au

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am
onwards, subject to the weather.

Next working bee: Saturday 24™ November. There
will be no working bees in December or January.

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.
Don’t forget water, hat and gloves. We have tools
available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang
Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in
Hampden Park. 9:30 am.

Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
WWW.reps.org.au

CHRISTMAS PARTY
FRIDAY 14™ DECEMBER

from 6 pm

at the home of David and Judith Mee,
23-25 Lemmons Road, Robertson.

David and Judy Mee have suggested:

“It would be a good idea to tell people who haven’t
been to our place before that our driveway entrance
is half-way down the steep hill (on the right-hand
side) and to disregard any instructions from their
GPS that tries to send them down to the cul-de-sac
at the bottom of the hill. Anybody who has
difficulty finding the way in could call David's
mobile number (0409 744 153).

It might also be a good idea to encourage
some car-pooling since we have limited parking
near the house and most people find it a bit steep to
park out in the street (besides the fact that it's quite
a long walk up the drive). David will be on hand to
direct parking so that people who might need to
leave early don’t get blocked in.”

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE

1% Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon.

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring
garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly
appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not
necessary to stay for the full time.

Contacts:

* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.

* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com

REPS MEMBERSHIP

Membership is from November to November. We
have had a great year in 2018. If you are not yet a
member, please consider becoming one.

TENTATIVE MEETING DATES FOR 2019

Friday 8" February

Friday 12 April

Friday 14™ June

Friday 9™ August

Friday 11" October

Friday 8™ November — AGM and
presentation

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are
not necessarily the views of the society.
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