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PUBLIC MEETING 

 
FRIDAY, 12

TH
 OCTOBER 2018, 7.30PM  

ROBERTSON COMMUNITY CENTRE, CAALONG STREET, ROBERTSON 

 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR JULIE OLD 
 

FROM WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 

WILL TALK ABOUT 
 

ALL THINGS WOMBAT! 
 

Julie is a marsupial immunologist who has a very strong interest in the conservation of marsupials. 

She is particularly passionate about wombats and aims to aid their conservation by studying the incidence of 

sarcoptic mange, their immune systems, and ecology. 

Julie established WomSAT in 2016, a website, and associated Android and iPhone apps. These allow 

citizen scientists to log sightings of wombats and their burrows. The tool collects data on wombats in ‘real 

time’, including road kill and sarcoptic mange incidence.  

Current research findings to date utilising WomSAT data, plus additional wombat research, will be 

discussed. 

 

 
 

Associate Professor Julie Old and furry friend 
 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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REPORT OF TALK AT REPS MEETING 11
TH

 AUGUST 2018 
 

LOW CARBON LIVING IN THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 
 

The speaker at the REPS meeting on 11
th

 August 2018 was Michael Meldrum. Mike is Convener of 

Climate Action Now Wingecarribee (CANWIN), and he is also a member of the REPS Committee. 

President Peter Glass introduced Mike to speak about a new project which has been developed by 

CANWIN over the past 10 months. The subject of Low Carbon Living had been introduced at their AGM by 

Noel Ferguson from Wingecarribee Shire Council and this had aroused the interest of CANWIN members. 

Mike referred the audience to the website http://www.lowcarbonlivingcrc.com.au which sets out the 

research currently being conducted by the Low Carbon Living Co-operative Research Centre on carbon 

reduction in the built environment in the Australian context. The Co-operative Research Centre combines 

expertise from five Australian universities and the CSIRO in areas including sustainable urban design, solar 

energy, energy efficiency, decision support software and community engagement for the built environment. 

Current research by the centre focuses on three main areas:  
 Integrated Building Systems 

 Low Carbon Precincts 

 Engaged Communities. 

These are seen as ‘pivotal "bridges" that must be crossed in order to deliver a low carbon built environment.’ 

The following extract from the website explains the centre’s three main areas of research. The UN 

Environment Program plans to publish and apply the results of the research internationally. 

 

The CANWIN project aims to help reduce carbon emissions in the Southern Highlands by offering 

participation in a Sustainability Cost Reduction in Business (SCRIB) program to businesses (and community 

groups) who want to reduce their carbon footprint. This involves undertaking an audit with an expert in three 

areas: water, energy and waste. Mike outlined the audit process which includes an examination of things 

such as energy bills, supply chains, business policies and environmental management.  

Participants are charged an annual fee of $149, which they are guaranteed to recoup in the first year 

through savings resulting from reduced water and energy consumption and reduced waste production. As an 

added incentive, the program includes a points system of accreditation at bronze, silver, gold and platinum 

levels. The scope of the audit process increases to include a wider range of areas at each new level. 
 

Report by Judith Mee 

http://www.lowcarbonlivingcrc.com.au/
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Mike Meldrum after his presentation. Photo by David Mee 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE ROBERTSON NATURE RESERVE 
 

by Cathryn Coutts 
 

This year has been a very busy one in the Robertson Nature Reserve. Recently, as our group of 

workers walked into the area where we have been focusing for some time (near the western boundary), we 

could see clear evidence that the rainforest plants are starting to come back. This made me think about how 

long we have been working on the area along the western fence where there was so much privet. I have been 

working there for five years now, and Helen Tranter and Jane Lemann have been doing it for much longer 

than that. To see the rainforest plants returning at last is very satisfying indeed.  

The species we have seen return are the more commonly seen ones, which is not surprising, but still 

encouraging to see, including:  

Coprosma quadrifida      Prickly Coprosma 

Doryphora sassafras      Sassafras 

Eustrephus latifolius      Wombat Berry 

Geitonoplesium cynosum     Scrambling Lily 

Geranium solanderi      Native Geranium 

Gymnostachys anceps     Settler’s Flax  

Hibbertia scandens      Climbing Guinea Flower 

Melicytus dentatus (syn. Hymenanthera dentata)  Tree Violet 

Myrsine howittiana (syn. Rapanea howittiana)  Brush Muttonwood  

Pandorea pandorana      Wonga Vine 

Passiflora herbertiana     Native Passionfruit 

Pittosporum multiflorus (syn. Citriobatus pauciflorus) Orange Thorn  

Pittosporum undulatum     Sweet Pittosporum  

Polyosma cunninghamii     Featherwood  

Sambucus australasica     Native Elderberry 

Solanum aviculare      Kangaroo Apple  

Solanum pungetium      Eastern Nightshade 

Acmena smithii  (syn Syzygium smithii.)   Lilly Pilly  
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A less common plant that has appeared on the boundary is Solanum vescum, another type of 

Kangaroo Apple. 

 

 
Special Working Day in the Robertson Nature Reserve 

 

Jacqueline Devereaux is our National Parks representative and she has been a tremendous help to us 

this year, especially by organizing assistance with the heavy tasks that we can’t manage. This heavy work 

has really started to make a difference in the reserve. Helen and Jane continue to be the dedicated workers 

they have been for so long - truly two remarkable people from whom I have learnt so much. Mike Meldrum 

has joined us recently which is great, because we can always do with extra help.  

On Thursday September 27, eight workers from the Mt Gibraltar bush-care group had a special 

working day in the reserve. The group started with a ramble around the walking track, learning about the 

plants.  

After that one group was able to remove a whole patch of holly saplings and some parent privet 

plants, growing near the roadside, under the pines. Another group removed a whole grove of privet seedlings 

in the same area. A great job was done by all.  

The visitors seen in the pictures seemed to enjoy the work and some may come back to join us on the 

regular Wednesday meetings. It was suggested that the special working day should become an annual event. 

Great idea!   
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Special Working Day in the Robertson Nature Reserve 

 

NEW VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 
 

We work from 9.30am to 12 noon on the first Wednesday of each month.  

For more information contact: Helen Tranter on 48851394, NPWS during business hours on 48878253,      

or email to Cathryn Coutts: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

              Helen Tranter and Jane Lemann 

– tireless workers in the Reserve 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:cathryn.coutts@gmail.com
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THE QUOLL MEETING 
 

 On September 8
th

 some of our REPS 

members, along with local residents, attended a 

"Landholder Lunch – Saving Our Species" 

meeting organised by National Parks Officer, 

Jacqueline Devereaux, at the Carrington Falls Fire 

Brigade Shed. 

 Simon Pedder delivered a most interesting 

Powerpoint presentation on the significant work 

being carried out in the local region trapping, 

tagging, releasing and camera trapping the 

spotted-tailed Quoll population. The Quollidor 

Project has been established under the NSW 

Saving our Species program to improve the 

monitoring of quolls in the Barren Grounds-

Budderoo region. (The ‘Quollidor’ is the name 

given to the connected vegetation corridor that 

links the quoll’s habitat from the South Coast 

escarpment forests to the Metropolitan Special 

Area water catchments across to the southern Blue 

Mountains.) 

On-going studies here have revealed that 

there is a healthy population, helped in no small 

part by fox baiting. There were interesting insights 

into quoll breeding – they can have large litters as 

their pouch is a fairly open structure with the bubs 

well attached to their nipples. Just as well as the 

life span of a quoll is not much more than two 

years (up to 5 years). 

   

 

  

Also brought to attention was the rare local 

shrub Pomaderris walshii, which is on the 

endangered list.  

A provided lunch of sumptuous 

sandwiches and cuppas finished a most 

worthwhile morning. Thanks NSW NPWS. 

 Oh, and I also visited the Berry Show, and 

'discovered' a local Landcare group of volunteers 

who are doing a great job breeding local rainforest 

trees.      

 

 
 

Bob McInnes 
 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact 

with individuals and other community groups. 

Further info and subscriptions please contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 

 
 

 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors: 

Allan Stiles and Lynn Stevenson. 

eucryphia@reps.org.au 

 
 

 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Allan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/148%20Eucryphia%20April%202017/147%20Eucryphia%20February%202017/eucryphia@reps.org.au
http://www.reps.org.au/
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POETRY CORNER   edited by Peter Glass 

 
 

(Philip R. Rush  (b 1939) is a popular Australian poet who has been writing bush poetry for more than five 

decades. His chosen career as a schoolteacher resulted in him working primarily in rural schools where his 

acute observations of Australian flora and fauna as well as the everyday world enabled him to write 

perceptive and humorous verse. He has published in Australian newspapers, in education journals as well 

as a number of self-published books. He was a regular on the ABC’s Country Hour.)  

 

THE WOMBAT 

 

 

Stout in girth, stout-hearted, too, 

Is the Australian wombat, 

And rarely will a creature choose 

To tackle him in combat. 

 

He is quite common in the bush, 

Far more than is suspected, 

For, being a nocturnal beast,  

He’s mostly undetected. 

 

His eyesight isn’t all that good, 

Or so some scientists tell us, 

But he can tell when we’re around, 

I think his nose can smell us! 

 

He lives on grass and roots and leaves 

And other vegetation, 

And he can cause to farming land 

Considerable devastation! 

 

He’s not the farmer’s friend at all 

For, with his strength immense, 

He either breaks or undermines 

The owner’s paddock fence. 

 

He then enjoys the growing crops,  

And dines upon the pasture, 

And then might dig a burrow, too, 

To add to the disaster! 

 

 

                Philip R. Rush 

 

 

 
 
We would very much welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65 Vandenbergh Road, Robertson 2577.  Tel: 4885 1921 

He burrows, where he lives alone, 

He digs with great endeavour,  

He builds some many metres long 

Which seem to go forever! 

 

He only breaks his single life 

For some important reason, 

As, for example, May to June - 

The wombat’s mating season. 

 

And once his role has been fulfilled 

He leaves the nest to mother, 

Who raises, all alone, her cub, 

Until she has another. 

 

Inside her backward-facing pouch 

The cub is carefully tended 

For several months until, at last, 

His baby days have ended. 

 

When country driving please take care, 

Don’t speed but drive at leisure, 

For I consider wombats are 

One of Australia’s treasures! 
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FURTHER REPS MEETINGS 2018 
 

 

Friday 12
th

 October 

All Things Wombat  

with Associate Professor Julie Old. 
 

Friday 9
th

 November 
AGM and presentation 
 

Friday 14
th

 December  

Christmas Party 
 

 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am  

onwards, subject to the weather. 
 

Next working bee: Saturday 27
th

 October. 
 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang 

Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park. 9:30 am.  
 

Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222 
 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 

 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Details: NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 
 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

Membership is from November to November. We 

are having a great year in 2018. If you are not yet a 

member, please consider becoming one. 

 

Helen Tranter phone 4885 1394 
 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are 

not necessarily the views of the society.  

 

INTERESTING GEOLOGICAL FEATURE 

NEAR ROBERTSON 
 

 
Ted Smith beside the feature off Belmore Falls Rd. 

 

The feature is exposed in the bed of a 

creek. The water in the stream at this precise place 

is reported to be “deep and sustains trout”. It is 

very suggestive of an extremely weathered basalt 

dyke. The geological feature is elongated, linear, 

more-or-less vertical and with an apparent chilled 

margin in the host sandstone where it possibly 

came in contact with the molten basalt in the dyke. 

It has many features in common with other 

weathered basalt dykes within the 

HAWKESBURY SANDSTONE.  

Further assessment is warranted as it could 

possibly have been an ancient feeder of basalt to 

the geological formation mapped as the 

“ROBERTSON BASALT”. 
 

 
 

Ian Wallace 




