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PUBLIC MEETING 

 
Friday, 9

th
 February 2018, 7.30pm  

at the Robertson Community Hall 
 

DR. TOM GRANT 
 

will speak about his research on 
 

PLATYPUS 
 

Tom Grant is an Adjunct Senior Lecturer 

in the School of Biological, Earth and 

Environmental Sciences at the University of 

NSW.  
 

 
 

An Australian citizen since 1986, Tom was 

born in Scotland but educated in New Zealand 

(BSc. Hons. Canterbury University, Christchurch) 

and Australia (PhD, University of NSW). He has 

studied various aspects of the biology of the 

platypus over four decades, has published a 

number of research papers and a book that is in its 

4
th

 edition (Platypus, CSIRO Publishing. 2007).  

He has been involved with investigations 

related to environmental impacts of various 

human activities on the species, including work in 

the Wingecarribee and upper Nepean rivers. 

He will discuss the general biology and 

habitat requirements of the species, field 

investigations, distribution and abundance (in the 

southern tablelands, NSW and nationally), as well 

as considering its long term conservation. 
 

 
Tom Grant in the field 

 

 
A platypus in the Shoalhaven River 

 

 

ALL WELCOME  
 

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. 

A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 
 

  

http://www.reps.org.au/
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REPORT ON AGM  

of 10
th

 November 2017 
 

The meeting began with some significant 

announcements: 

 Congratulations to members Steve 

Douglas and Leon Hall who have been 

nominated and officially recognised as 

Bushcare Champions. 

 REPS has applied for and obtained a grant 

of $10,575 from Veolia towards the cost of 

the new Robertson Community 

Information Centre (CIC). 

 Don Dyer reported that the funding target 

for the CIC has now been reached and 

work has begun on installation. He 

expressed appreciation for all those in the 

community who had donated time, work 

and materials. (On a lighter note he stated 

that, contrary to the rumour going around 

the village that the tall poles which had 

already been installed were full of 

termites, the poles were turpentine logs 

from a jetty on the south coast which had 

been in salt water for 100 years and on 

both counts would have no appeal for 

termites!) 

 World-renowned platypus researcher Dr 

Tom Grant from the University of NSW 

has agreed to speak to the February REPS 

meeting. 

 Those present were warned to be alert for 

bright orange U.S. corn snakes in the area. 

Eight had been seen recently in Nowra, 

presumably having escaped from captivity.  

The announcements were followed by the 

annual reports and the election of officers, 

conducted by Bob McInnes. The following were 

elected: 

President   Peter Glass 

Vice-president  David Mee 

Secretary   Lyndy Scott 

Treasurer   Anne Wilson 

Committee members: Elizabeth Bennetts  

 Mike Meldrum 

 Lynn Stephenson 

 Allan Stiles 

 Helen Tranter 
 

 

REPORT OF TALK given by E. Bennetts 

on 10
th

 November 2017 
 

The formal proceedings of the evening were 

followed by a presentation on some significant 

projects conducted by Wingecarribee Shire 

Council. This presentation was to have been given 

by Karen Guymer who was unable to attend the 

meeting because of illness. We are grateful that 

Elizabeth Bennetts, Karen’s co-worker at the 

Council, was able to give the presentation in her 

place. 
 

 
Elizabeth Bennetts during her presentation 

 

Elizabeth began by introducing the key 

projects funded by the Council’s environment 

levy: 

 Habitat for Wildlife, which applies to 

small suburban and residential lots.  

 Land for Wildlife, designed for properties 

over 0.5 ha. 

 The Vegetation Conservation Program, 

for rural properties with two hectares or 

more of high-value conservation land  

e.g. for those that include threatened or 

endangered species.  

 Bushcare Programs, in which volunteers 

help to conserve and restore 

environmentally significant areas of 

bushland. 

The Habitat for Wildlife program offers free 

workshops and resources to residents who wish to 

make their yards and gardens more 

environmentally friendly for native flora and 

fauna. 

The Land for Wildlife program involves 

conservation agreements between landholders and 

Council. This program includes free practical land 
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management workshops, local plants, nest boxes, 

farm walks and an e-newsletter. There are 

currently 90 properties in the Shire involved with 

this program. 

The Vegetation Conservation Program also 

involves agreements between landholders and 

Council. These agreements are highly significant, 

since most of the critically endangered high-

conservation areas in the Southern Highlands are 

on farmland. Services provided as part of this 

program include assistance with: 

 botanical surveys 

 fencing to keep stock out of sensitive areas 

 providing alternative water sources for 

stock 

 removal of environmental weeds 

 control of pest animals 

 encouragement of natural vegetation 

 using seed from local indigenous plants for 

replanting 

 ongoing monitoring. 

The regular weeding and care of the Robertson 

Rainforest Reserve by Helen Tranter and her 

REPS assistants is an example of one of the many 

Bushcare programs supported by the Council. 

Since 2007 these programs have been supported 

by the Wingecarribee Community Nursery which 

grows seed from local indigenous plants. The 

seedlings produced are used to revegetate areas of 

bushland. 

Elizabeth then showed a series of short 

videos showing several successful Land for 

Wildlife projects, including those undertaken by 

students and teachers from Penrose Public School 

and Frensham. One of the success stories 

documented was the creation of wildlife corridors 

at Kangaloon by replanting along creek lines. The 

area now has an increased number of water birds 

and a pair of resident wedge-tailed eagles. 

Following the videos, Elizabeth invited 

members of the audience to share some of the 

success stories from their own properties. Jane 

Lemann mentioned that she had been making use 

of a wildlife camera that she had bought from 

Aldi. 

Peter Glass, in his capacity as re-elected 

President for 2018, presented flowers to Lizzie 

with a vote of thanks. 

At the end of the meeting, copies of 

Council leaflets about its conservation programs 

were available for members of the audience. 
 

 
Peter thanking Elizabeth and presenting flowers 

 

Reports by Judith Mee and photos by David Mee 

 
 

VEOLIA MULWAREE TRUST GRANT 
 

REPS has received a generous grant to assist in 

the construction of the Community Information 

Centre. 
 

 
Don Dyer and Peter Glass with the cheque at the 

presentation ceremony 

. 
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LANDCARE CHAMPIONS AWARD 
 

Leon Hall and Steve Douglas received the 

award of Landcare Champions at a recent 

ceremony in Goulburn for their long-time work at 

the Caalang Creek Reserve. Peter Glass and Liz 

Bennetts were also present. Congratulations are 

indeed well deserved. 
 

 
Peter Glass, Liz Bennetts, Leon Hall and Steve Douglas at 

the Award Ceremony 
 

 
 

 

BOTANY TRIP TO NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

A botany trip to Norfolk Island will take 

place in September 2018. Flora Week is organised 

by WildMob, an organisation doing conservation 

work on islands (see wildmob.org/event/norfolk-

island-flora-week). The concept is to have a 

holiday while at the same time learning about 

conservation and helping either directly by 

carrying out work (e.g. weeding) or participating 

in events that raise money. In this case, money 

raised is used to assist conservation efforts on 

Norfolk Island. The trip will in part be led by Dr 

Kevin Mills, ecologist from the NSW south coast, 

who has been working on the botany of Norfolk 

Island for over ten years.  

Norfolk Island is a tiny speck of volcanic 

rock in the vast western Pacific Ocean; Australia, 

the closest continent, is over 1,500 kilometres to 

the west. The closest lands are New Caledonia and 

New Zealand, both about 750 kilometres away. 

For some 2.5 million years, Norfolk Island has 

existed above the waves, its extent waxing and 

waning as sea levels rose and fell. Over this 

geologically short history, a unique ecosystem 

containing unique plants and animals has evolved.  
 

 
Rainforest on Norfolk Island 

 

 
 

 
 

Whether by wing, wind or wave, plants 

found their way to Norfolk Island. Very slowly, a 

green mantle of vegetation began to spread across 

the new land, culminating in the dense subtropical 

rainforest that grows on the island today. The 
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native plants on the island are a reflection of the 

floras of the closest lands; the result is that the 

rainforest is composed of subtropical and 

temperate species from lands to the west, north 

and south. Palms grow alongside tree ferns and 

plants related to those in New Zealand are found 

in association with species shared with New 

Caledonia.  
 

 
 

The rainforest on Norfolk Island is unique; 

neither the endemic species nor the combination 

of plant and animal species found on Norfolk 

occur anywhere else in the world. The isolation of 

the island in the middle of a large ocean, the 

subtropical latitude and the geographic location 

between Australia, New Zealand and the tropical 

islands to the north, were paramount in 

determining the character of the rainforest that 

was to evolve on Norfolk Island and that we see 

today. Like many islands, endemism is high, 

endemic plants accounting for about 24 percent of 

the total indigenous flora.  

This trip to Norfolk Island will explore the 

plants and forests of the island with the foremost 

authority on the flora of this remote island. Daily 

walks in the forest will be complemented with 

lectures on the flora, with particular reference to 

its origins and conservation. 
 

28 September to 05 October 2018 from Sydney 
Email: joyce@travelcentre.nf  

Free Call: Australia 1800 1400 66  

PO Box 172 Norfolk Island 2899 
 

Photos by Kevin Mills 

BARGAIN BOOKS 

 

The authors of the books below decided 

that the boxes of books under their staircase are 

not doing anybody any good. So they will sell 

them at a very low price so people can use them.  
 

Cost - $5.00 each, no postage, pick up 

from Jamberoo or if convenient we can drop them 

off as we go past. Kevin Mills - 4236 0620; 

kevinmillskma@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 

  

mailto:kevinmillskma@gmail.com
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An ancient Eucryphia moorei on Knight’s Hill. The original trunk died leaving a ring of new ones. 

Photo by Allan Stiles 
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     Old Man Platypus    by A. B. (Banjo) Paterson 

 

         Far from trouble and toil of town, 

         Where the reed beds sweep and shiver, 

         Look at a fragment of velvet brown  ̶ 

         Old Man Platypus drifting down, 

         Drifting along the river, 

  

         And he plays and dives in the river bends 

         In a style that is most elusive; 

         With few relations and fewer friends, 

         For Old Man Platypus descends 

         From a family most exclusive. 

  

         He shares his burrow beneath the bank 

         With his wife and his son and daughter 

         At the roots of the reeds and the grasses rank; 

         And the bubbles show where our hero sank 

         To its entrance under water. 

  

         Safe in their burrow below the falls 

         They live in a world of wonder, 

         Where no one visits and no one calls, 

         They sleep like little brown billiard balls 

         With their beaks tucked neatly under. 

  

         And he talks in a deep unfriendly growl 

         As he goes on his journey lonely; 

         For he’s no relation to fish or fowl, 

         Nor bird nor beast, nor to horned owl; 

In fact, he’s the one and only! 

        

 

 

POETRY CORNER     edited by Peter Glass 

 

A great poem appropriate for this platypus edition. 

We would very much welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65 Vandenbergh Road, Robertson 2577.  Tel: 4885 1921 
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FURTHER REPS MEETINGS 2018 
 

Friday 13
th

 April 

Simon Black will speak about the disappearance 

of little birds in the Highlands. His article in 

Highlife discusses this. 
 

Friday 8
th

 June 
 

Friday 10
th

 August 
 

Friday 12
th

 October 
 

Friday 9
th

 November 
AGM and presentation 
 

Friday 14
th

 December  

Christmas Party 
 

 

 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

The next working bee will be on  

Saturday 24
th

 February, weather permitting. 
 

Please come and join us for as long as you are 

able.  Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We 

have tools available, but bring your own if you 

can. Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the 

footbridge in Hampden Park. 9:30 am.  

 

Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222 
 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 
 

June and Michael Buckingham have sold their 

home in Yeola Road and have moved from the 

district. We wish them well and acknowledge 

their long-time membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon. 

 

Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring 

garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly 

appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not 

necessary to stay for the full time. 

Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or  

NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 
 

 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is from November to November. We 

are looking forward to having a great year in 

2018. If you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

Helen Tranter phone 4885 1394 
 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact 

with individuals and other community groups. 

For further information and subscriptions please 

contact: 
 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

 

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local 

tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood or 

Plumwood. The REPS logo includes a drawing of 

leaves of this tree.  

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors: 

Allan Stiles and Lynn Stevenson. 

eucryphia@reps.org.au 
 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the society.  
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