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PUBLIC MEETING 
 

FRIDAY 10
th

 February 7.30 pm 
 

Robertson Community Centre 

Caalong Street 

WORKING TOGETHER TO SAVE KOALAS 

IN THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 

by Joe Stammers, Environmental Projects Officer, 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

The Southern Highlands Koala Conservation 

Project was established in 2014 after a 

devastating wildfire burnt over 15,000 hectares of 

bushland in the north-east of Wingecarribee Shire. 

 

Joe retrieving a koala at the Hume Highway 

Within days, Wingecarribee Shire Council was 

receiving reports of koalas wandering into 

backyards and being hit on the Hume Highway. 

Council’s Environment and Sustainability team 

knew something was amiss and immediately 

alerted the NSW Office of Environment and 

Heritage (OEH). It was soon apparent that very 

little was known about koalas in the Southern 

Highlands. 

 

Dympna Cullen releasing Yankee 

Sharing a common goal to deliver accurate 

information on koala populations and habitat, 

Council and OEH quickly formed a strong 

partnership. The conservation project has been led 

by OEH Illawarra Senior Threatened Species 

Officer, Kylie Madden, and Joe Stammers as 

Council’s Environmental Projects Officer, with 

staff and community volunteers playing a critical 

role in what has become a major project for both 

organisations. 

Council commissioned the first component 

of the project - a pilot study that included a five 

day survey and habitat assessment by wildlife 

ecologist George Madani. The subsequent report 

helped lay the foundation for a number of initial 

actions by Council, including the installation of 

six road signs at known koala hotspots. Aside 

from alerting residents to the presence of koalas, 

the signs also provide a phone number for a new 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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Council-run 24-hour Koala Hotline. Joe and 

others also manage a popular Facebook page to 

keep locals up to date on the project and give 

them another avenue to report koala sightings. To 

date, over 170 new sightings of koalas have been 

added to a Council managed database which is 

periodically uploaded to the OEH BioNet. 

With a steady stream of koala sightings 

coming in and the community increasingly 

engaged in their local koalas, the University of 

Sydney was invited on board as another partner to 

help undertake a satellite tracking project to assess 

disease and genetic status, tree preferences and 

corridor use. The Foundation for National Parks 

and Wildlife raised $35,000 in private donations 

from local residents for this component of the 

project. 

 

Koala beside Tourist Road 

Interest in the project then gathered further 

pace with a significant injection of funds through 

the NSW Government’s Saving Our Species 

program. This funding enabled the purchase and 

deployment of additional koala tracking collars 

and delivered a boost to the spotlighting team, led 

by OEH Threatened Species Officer Lachlan 

Wilmott. University of Sydney Masters student 

Dympna Cullen also greatly contributed by 

undertaking a terrific project on koala tree 

preferences in the Highlands. 

The end of the first part of the project is 

now in sight with a new fine-scale vegetation map 

of the Wingecarribee Shire helping to inform  

 

koala habitat and corridors due in the first half of 

this year. 

 

A surprise visitor at a Mackeys Lane home 

These maps will be used to plan the future of the 

Highlands, at both the local and regional level, 

ensuring development can continue without 

jeopardising the future of the Highlands’ koalas. 

Although this project is focused only on koalas, 

there is no doubt it will ultimately benefit all 

wildlife in the Southern Highlands. 

ALL WELCOME 

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. 

A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

 

 
REPS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
At the meeting on 11

th
 November 2016 the 

following office bearers were elected: 

 
President:  Peter Glass 

Vice-president:  David Mee 

Secretary:  Lyndy Scott 

Treasurer:  Anne Wilson 

Committee members: 

   Elizabeth Bennetts 

Mike Meldrum 

Lynn Stevenson 

Allan Stiles 

Helen Tranter 

Eucryphia editors: Allan Stiles 

   Sheila McInnes 

   Lynn Stevenson 
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CLARIFICATION OF THE REPORT ON 

CAALANG GREEK  

 

When I wrote a summary of the visit to see 

the work being done by REPS members of the 

Caalang Creek area, I made a statement about a 

previous planting by REPS members that Sandy 

Morse was associated with. It was a brief 

throwaway line without further explanation. 

However, the project was the first REPS planting 

that I had ever worked on, being new to REPS at 

the time, so it stuck in my mind. Other members 

may also remember it. I have included below 

Sandy’s words in further explanation. 

“Clarification needs to be made on a 

sentence in the article “Caalang Creek Walk & 

Tour of the REP’s Project of Revegetation” in the 

November Eucryphia issue; the sentence being: 

“Not many of the plantings organised by Sandy 

Morse in the mid 2000s have survived.”   

These plantings in 2006 were a REPS 

project utilising part of a grant from Sydney 

Catchment Authority, not a project initiated by 

Sandy Morse.  A number of REPS members were 

involved in the planning, species selection and 

planting.  Sandy agreed to undertake the 

organisation of the work, as it need to be 

completed within the grants time frame. 

Sandy considers the prime reason for 

failure of many of the plantings is due to the lack 

of consistent and long-term maintenance, 

particularly during the establishment period and, 

the intermittent attendance of volunteers.  

Additionally, Council’s mowing regime and the 

construction of the concrete pathway destroyed 

many of the plants.” 

You will see that Sandy’s remarks bear out 

the very issue that Steve and Lizzy emphasised at 

the recent tour of the creek area, namely the 

critical importance of a maintenance, mulching, 

weeding and watering regime. One further thing 

needs to be added, namely the survival of a 

beautiful yellow flowering Melaleuca near the 

path in Caalang Street, which is still there from 

this planting and displayed its beauty in late 

spring. 
 

David Mee 

 

 

RESILIENCE 
 

Earth is an island in a stream of sunlight, clad 

in carpets of green, woven from air and  

water by the magic molecule chlorophyll. Earth 

fine-tuned its carbon dioxide and oxygen 

concentrations to levels fit for human beings and 

other air-breathing animals. 

The stream flowed on, its destiny decay, 

leaving eddies in its wake and information for the 

weave. Those amazing patterns that we see in 

space and time are Life’s handiwork, each level 

of complexity that emerged embracing those that 

came before. 

The first signs of Life were bacteria that used 

chemical energy for their livelihood. 

They were succeeded by chlorophyll-bearing 

cells that harvested solar energy. 

Such primeval cells gathered together to form 

tissues, organs and, eventually, independent 

beings that exploited the resources available to 

them within their chosen habitat and niche. 

Some very different kinds of being joined 

forces with each other for their mutual benefit, 

the process known as symbiosis, for example the 

symbiosis between coral polyps and green algae, 

between green plants and nitrogen-fixing 

bacteria, and between energy-generating bacterial 

mitochondria and human beings. 

Nothing in Life is immortal but Life itself. 

What arises eventually dies and decomposes, the 

exchange between decomposition and synthesis 

within each community being most efficient 

when they are mutually in phase. 

There are many ways that plants and animals 

make a living. At one extreme, as in Homo 

sapiens, by monopolizing the resources available 

within their community; at the other extreme, as 

in coral reef and rain-forest communities, by 

sharing those resources with their neighbours. 

Finding habitats to their liking and adapting 

to their particular constraints, plants and animals 

cast their seed to the winds and currents, 

colonizing the face of the earth and underlying 

sea. 

Although they can mend themselves, 

eventually they wear out and are replaced by their 

offspring, replicas doing best in stable times but 

losing out in a changing world to offspring born 

of sexual unions endowed with survival manuals 

coded in an alphabet of genes. 

Time plays tricks with the open-ocean elver 

as it returns to its upstream tribal home. There are 
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floods, rapids and whirlpools to be overcome; and 

each species, according to its life span, falls 

within their spell. 

Despite such hazards, the continued presence 

of mankind and our plant and animal travelling 

companions on this Earth, which an orbiting 

astronaut described as “a dappled sapphire 

hanging in the black infinity of space”, is living 

evidence that Life is both ingenious and diverse. 

Nevertheless, the stability we think we see in 

the affairs of mankind – our societies, institutions, 

businesses and governments – is an illusion; their 

real condition is a dynamic steady-state that skirts 

along the edge of an abyss. 

Resilience is like quicksilver, readily 

recognized but difficult to grasp, for example the 

recent world-wide frequency of unprecedented 

cyclones and typhoons. 

Weathermen joke that “climate” is what you 

expect; “weather” is what you get. It is, however, 

now fairly certain that severe, unprecedented 

weather extremes such as cyclones and typhoons 

are indeed the consequence of man-made 

greenhouse warming. The current concentration 

of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere (400 parts 

per million) is now greater than it has ever been 

for the past 800,000 years due most certainly to 

the combustion of fossil fuels – the price we pay 

for growth. 

What is not clear to the general public is that 

the immediate cause of those extremes is 

 the ocean, not the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide 

and fossil fuel induced greenhouse warming flow 

from the atmosphere into the ocean across the air-

sea interface warming the surface layer of the sea. 

That warm surface layer is driven by the 

Southeast Trade Winds in our direction piling it 

up to form a gigantic heat engine, which 

evaporates water vapour from the sea surface. 

This cools as it rises and condenses releasing its 

latent energy into the air, the immediate source of 

“unprecedented” weather extremes. 

Life is indeed resilient to evolutionary 

stresses but it is vulnerable to the accumulated 

impacts of heavy industry over recent centuries, a 

phenomenon without equal since Life began three 

billion years ago. The questions that face 

humanity are whether Life’s transition to the next 

steady state will include human beings? And do 

we really care? 

David Tranter 

 

OUR PRECIOUS ROBERTSON NATURE 

RESERVE 
 

It still needs people to care for it. 
 

Would you be prepared to help for one 

morning at a working bee?  This is planned for 

Wednesday, 1
st
 March at 9.30am. Meet at the 

entrance. We usually work to 12.00 but leave 

early if you wish. 

Bring garden gloves, wear a hat, suitable 

footwear and clothes to suit the weather on the 

day. Give your name to Helen (ph.48851394) at 

the February meeting or just let any committee 

member know. 

The first project when REPS started in 

1990, which is still continuing, was working each 

month to care for this important 5ha of warm/cool 

temperate rainforest. It is important for the village 

but important for everyone because this is the only 

protected remnant of this kind of rainforest, 

known as the Yarrawa Brush, which once covered 

some 2,500ha around Robertson. 

When we began, the whole front edge of 

the Reserve would be white in spring with the 

flowers of the invasive small-leaved privet and we 

could easily collect garbage bags of Ivy from 

further inside.  In general these particular exotic 

invaders have been dealt with, and now, just 

walking along the loop track, as of course you 

should, there are very few weeds, and you 

wouldn’t know all the work that keeps on going, 

every month, particularly on the western part. 

Along the western fence, towards the back, 

there is a couple of small areas which must have 

once been cleared of trees and, although some are 

starting to come back, they are battling against the 

many small-leaved privets. Last year, Helen, Jane 

and Cathie, with the NPWS rangers, managed to 

clear most of the large privets which were seeding 

and hundreds of the little seedlings from half this 

area, and now we have started on the second half. 

It would be good to have some help, even for one 

day.  

Because most of the fragments of this 

Robertson Rainforest Community that still exist 

are scattered on private land and because of the 

small size of its only remnant protected in public 

ownership, this particular community of plants 

and animals is classified as an Endangered 

Ecological Community.  

Helen Tranter 
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REPORT ON THE PRESENTATION ON LOCAL NATIVE ORCHIDS BY ALAN STEPHENSON,  

given at the REPS meeting on 11th November 2016. 

By Judith and David Mee              All photos by Alan Stephenson 

After the President’s welcome, a short formal AGM was held where office bearers and committee 

members were elected. Details will be included in the AGM minutes. Congratulations to new committee 

member Elizabeth Bennetts, and thank you to returning members. 

Allan Stiles introduced the speaker, Alan Stephenson, who is known to many members as an expert on 

Australian native orchids and an enthusiast for his topic. Allan made reference to the book Orchid 

Species of the Shoalhaven, written by Alan Stephenson, copies of which were on sale afterwards. 

Alan began his talk by pointing out that as a result of Robertson’s altitude above sea level and its cooler 

temperatures, different orchid species exist that do not grow on the coast and vice versa, but there is 

nevertheless a fair degree of overlap. He illustrated this point with pictures of some of the local 

variations of Diplodium (formerly Pterostylis):  obtusum, found in Budderoo National Park and also on 

the Gib;  pulchellum, with a forked labellum, photographed at Belmore falls;  and coccineum, known as 

the ‘scarlet greenhood’, found on the Gib. He observed that colour is the last feature used in identifying 

orchid species. 

 

Alan advised those interested in photographing orchids to always make sure to include the labellum in 

the picture, and to try not to disturb the pollination. Since some species are identified by markings on 

the back of the petals, by leaves with a different coloured underside, or by seed capsules, these parts 

should also be photographed. 

Another point emphasised by Alan was that with orchids, we should “expect the unexpected”, and he 

gave several examples that he had observed: 
 Diplodium pulchellum normally grows in moss on rocks, but he has also seen it growing in gravel 

beside the road at the Belmore Falls causeway. 

 Calochilus (‘bearded orchid’) species are terrestrial, but he showed pictures of them thriving in trees 

at upper Belmore Falls. 

 Alan discovered a new terrestrial orchid beside the Tourist Road that he had seen previously only in 

Braidwood. 

 He and the late Denis Wilson had found a species near the Water Board reserve whose usual habitat 

is in alpine areas around Cathcart. 

 Alan has found five species in the Shoalhaven area that were not expected to grow there. 

 Purple Diuris (a higher altitude species) grows in the Tallong cemetery. Alan has seen it also growing 

in the Nowra cemetery, but for some unknown reason only in the Catholic section! 
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 Cryptostylis leptochila (‘dotted tongue orchid’) is an altitude species, but Alan has found it near Nowra at 

only 65 metres above sea level. 

 Sarcochilus falcatus (known as the ‘orange blossom orchid’) can be observed at McGrath’s Hill thriving 

on pine trees – not its native habitat. 

 
Alan went on to describe and illustrate the distinguishing features of a number of native orchid species 

that he had seen growing and flowering in the Robertson district. Many are common and thriving in 

substantial numbers, while others are quite rare. Some are easy to grow, while others such as 

Thelymitra species (‘sun orchids’) are very difficult, although fairly common in the wild. He showed 

beautiful photos of several different species of Thelymitra flowers, most of them the usual blue, but 

also a pink one and a spotted one, as well as a Thelymitra kangaloonica that grows along the Tourist 

Road. The Tourist Road and Butler’s Swamp localities host a wide variety of orchid species. Some 

species need a ‘trigger’ to make them flower, for example a particular level of rainfall at the right time. 

 
He shared some interesting facts about the pollination of some orchids. For example, each species of 

Speculantha is pollinated by a different species of insect; Caleana major (‘duck orchid’) flowers capture 

insects for up to an hour before releasing them to transfer pollen to another orchid plant; and there are 

five species of Cryptostylis, including one in Western Australia, which are all pollinated by the same 

wasp species, and the plants include chemical inhibitors to prevent cross-pollination. 

Following his presentation, Alan expertly fielded several questions from the interested audience, whose 

collective thanks were then given by Lynn Stevenson, together with a presentation of wine and locally 

grown flowers. 
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  Koala 
 

He’s such a cuddly little guy, 

to lose him we’d regret. 

And though he’s on the threatened list 

he’s not endangered......Yet! 

 

Unique to East Australia 

but known the world o’er. 

He lives high up in eucalypts 

not on the forest floor. 

 

His diet is the tough gum leaves, 

he eats no other food, 

and that is where the problem lies. 

The future bodes no good. 

 

For they’re cutting down the forests 

at an increasing rate, 

and one can only wonder 

what is Koala’s fate? 

 

So let us hope the powers that be 

on logging, shut the gate, 

to save our trees and wild life 

before it’s all too late. 

 

 

Margaret Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Walking Through The Rainforest 

 
Walking through the rainforest 

Koala in a tree 

Mr.Hungry Dingo 

Staring at me 

 

Living in Australia 

Happy as can be 

Sunburnt country is the best 

I'm sure you will agree 

 

Many native species 

Australia is their home 

Couldn't be anywhere else 

As says this Aussie poem 

 

Platypus in the river  

Echidna eating ants 

Old man in a cork hat 

Wearing cotton pants 

 

Cooking up some damper 

Cooking up some roast 

Eating up a lamington 

Spreading Vegemite on toast 

 

Kangaroo and cocky 

Kooka and wombat  

Fight to maintain freedom 

Hand to hand combat  

 

I'm proud to be Australian 

Sunburnt country is my home 

Never want to leave this place 

As says this Aussie poem 

 

 

Mikayla Borchard 

Poetry  Corner     edited by Peter Glass 

 

If you have a poem we would welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65Vandenbergh Rd, Robertson, 2577 

http://www.poetrysoup.com/poem/walking_through_the_rainforest_819442
http://www.poetrysoup.com/poems_poets/poems_by_poet.aspx?ID=74915
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REPS MEETINGS 
 

Wed 1
st
 March – Special Rainforest Working Bee 

(see page 4) 
 

Friday 21
st
 April 2017 
 

Friday 9
th

 June 
 

Friday 11
th

 August 
 

Friday 13
th

 October 
 

Friday 10
th

 November 

AGM and presentation. 
 

 

OFF WITH THEIR HEADS! 
 

The pretty Agapanthus, a native of South Africa, 

is now out in flower all around Robertson, where 

they grow very well – and also spread.  

Soon after the flowers die, the seed heads ripen 

and then they release hundreds of small seeds to 

be spread by the wind and stormwater into our 

bushland, along the creeks to wetlands and other 

natural areas where they can takeover. 

To prevent this happening, the plants should be 

dead-headed as soon as they finish flowering, 

making sure ALL the seed heads have been 

removed and bagged before the seeds can escape 

into the environment. 

The seed heads should NOT be put in a Garden 

Organics bin or dumped with other green waste at 

the Resource Recovery Centre as they say they 

cannot be sure that some of these tough seeds will 

not survive the composting process.  Instead put 

the garbage bag of seed heads in the 

red-lidded Domestic Waste bin or 

dispose of it with other domestic 

waste at the Resource Recovery 

Centre. 

Because the Agapanthus has become 

naturalized and is spreading so easily, 

this is becoming a serious problem 

and the Wingecarribee Shire Council 

has listed it as an environmental 

weed.  So we are all urged to do the 

right thing, cut off those seed heads 

before they ripen and keep the 

Agapanthus out of our bushland. 

Before you think of planting 

Agapanthus in your garden perhaps 

you might consider an alternative such as one of 

the native Dianella (Flax-lily) species, which have 

lovely blue berries in summer.  

 Helen Tranter 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 
 

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am 

onwards, subject to the weather. 

 

Saturday February 25
th

 is the next working bee 

 

Please come and join us for as long as you are 

able.  Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We 

have tools available, but bring your own if you 

can. Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the 

footbridge in Hampden Park.  

Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or  

Leon Hall 4888 2222. 
 

 

REPS MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership is from November to November and 

we are looking forward to another great year in 

2017. If you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact 

with individuals and other community groups. 

For further information and 

subscriptions please contact: 

President – Peter Glass on 

4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 

4885 1483  

or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

This newsletter is named for the 

beautiful local tree, Eucryphia 

moorei, known as Pinkwood or 

Plumwood. Articles for Eucryphia 

may be sent to the editors,  

Allan Stiles, Sheila McInnes and 

Lynn Stevenson. 

eucryphia@reps.org.au 
 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 
www.reps.org.au 

 Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.  

Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper. 
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