
 

 Eucryphia 
 ISSN 1037 – 2032  Number 144 – August 2016 
 

 
Robertson Environment Protection Society – to promote the protection and enhancement of the Robertson environment. 
PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577 www.reps.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

FRIDAY 12
th

 August 7.30 pm 

 

Robertson Community Centre, 

Caalong Street 

 

Speaker: Peggy McDonald 

 

REHABILITATING BIRDS OF PREY – 

CHALLENGES, EXPERIENCES AND DREAMS 

FOR THE FUTURE 

 

As a young girl, Peggy’s love of Australian 

wildlife was fostered and nurtured by the late Eric 

Worrell, founder of the Australian Reptile Park near 

Gosford, NSW.  

 

 
Peregrine falcon 

 

 Peggy commenced her "official" wildlife 

rehabilitation journey while working at Sydney 

University Veterinary Clinic. During her 15 years 

there she participated in NPWS field trips. In 1992 her 

involvement in raptor rehabilitation fired a 

determination to seek and share knowledge of the 

precise needs of these majestic birds. 

 

 
Wedgetail face 

 

A dream that developed during three Abu 

Dhabi Falcon Hospital internships motivated the 

formation of the Australian Raptor Care and 

Conservation Inc. (ARCC Inc.) which takes Australia 

towards the forefront of world raptor care and release 

practices. 

Peggy will talk about her great voluntary 

work, of Abu Dhabi, of the construction of the 

Southern hemisphere's largest free flight aviary, and 

of the organisation she has founded.  

http://www.reps.org.au/
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Kestrel 

 

 

 

 
Ninox Boobook – rescued and under care 

 
Wedgetail chicks 

 

 

 

"On the Edge" film - presented at REPS 

meeting June 10
th

 by Chris Pryor of 

Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
 

Summary by Sheila McInnes 

 

President Peter Glass opened the meeting with 

several community activity announcements before 

introducing and welcoming Chris Pryor, our speaker 

from the Kangaroo Valley. 

 The film documentary "On the Edge: Rock-

Wallaby" was made last year by the Office of 

Environment and Heritage with the help of a NSW 

Environmental Trust Grant. Before starting the film 

Chris gave us some background on the now-

endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby, covering 

most of the descriptive details outlined in 

Eucryphia 143 (mailed before the June meeting). 

 

 
Photo by M. van Ewijk 
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Chris continued... 

 Because the species had been decimated by the 

fur trade, bounties and predation over many years it 

had become endangered. A small pocket of these 

small wallabies remained in the Kangaroo Valley and 

the community determined to do all they could to 

bring back a self-sustaining population. In 1995 "The 

Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby" was 

created and, with the partnering of the National Parks 

and Wildlife Service, a program was begun to re-

instate the species. 

 

 
Chris Pryor introducing the film. 

 

Chris related how many dedicated people have kept 

the momentum growing - among them; Previous 

President of the Friends, Susan Robertson and Ian 

Jackett (Pest Management South Coast). The residents 

of Kangaroo Valley have given vital support by 

raising awareness of the problem, fund-raising (you 

can 'adopt' a wallaby -for Xmas- for $50) and in 

educating the community (including responsible pet 

ownership).  

 Foxes are the number one predator as they are 

agile and able to rock-hop in the way of the wallaby. 

Chris reminded us that the BTRW (Brush-tailed 

Rock-wallaby) is much smaller than the swamp 

wallaby. Local land-holders have been supportive of 

the fox 1080 baiting, shooting and den-fumigation 

programs and the decline in numbers is now halted. 

The Friends have a long history of visiting 

local schools. Local children were also enthused by 

the visit of Matt Hayden and family to the NPWS 

exhibit at the annual Show. The current NSW 

Government Environmental Trust-funded School 

Education Program targets Stage 3 –6 students and is 

designed to be fun and interactive for the students and 

to assist teachers by meeting curriculum outcomes. 

The NPWS programs include The Brush-tailed Rock-

wallaby Presentation designed to be presented by the 

school education officer and the NPWS scientific 

technical officer on the Shoalhaven BTRW Recovery 

Program. 

http://www.rockwallaby.org.au 

 Being an isolated population at the southern 

extent of their range in NSW, the Kangaroo Valley 

rock-wallabies are genetically distinct. As conserving 

genetic diversity is crucial to overall species security, 

Waterfall Springs Wildlife Sanctuary (near Gosford) 

has three species of BTRW in captivity to bolster 

species’ resilience after release. 

 Continuing work includes using captive bred 

wallabies which are hand selected and fitted with 

radio tracking collars giving out a regular beat. In 

autumn there is a monthly scat count. Infrared 

cameras catch wallabies coming to feed at hay put 

out. They are monitored for injuries, pouch-young and 

the presence of mates. Enclosures are also being 

trialled. 

 

 After the film Chris answered questions and 

some discussion ensued. 

 

Q. Where are the nearest 3 colonies? 

A. Locations are not given out but Chris mentioned 

that Waterfall Springs has a monthly working bee. 

The Jenolan Caves population had crashed so an 

enclosure was made and the population revived to 

around 100. The gates were then opened but most of 

the wallabies were very soon eaten and the enclosure 

was then re-established and Crown Land baiting 

undertaken. The three groups in the Kangaroo Valley 

are quite discreet. Alpha males move out but don't 

find another colony. 

 

Q. Which is the worst enemy - foxes or habitation? 

A. The wallabies move away from habitations but 

foxes are widespread. 

 

Q. Are there other groups like "The Friends"? 

A. Joadja Park is a conservation area possibly with 

Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies but NPWS do not have 

enough funding to undertake studies. 

 

Q. What numbers are in a viable group? 

A. 15-30 individuals make a good-sized colony. 

 
 

https://slidebean.com/p/aq2iRQi6cI/The-Brush-tailed-Rock-wallaby
https://slidebean.com/p/aq2iRQi6cI/The-Brush-tailed-Rock-wallaby
http://www.rockwallaby.org.au/
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Q. How are baits managed? 

A. 1080 baits are put into steak and buried and dogs 

as well as foxes can sniff them out. Most native 

animals are robust with 1080. 
 

Q. Are Ejectors useful? 

A. There is a lot of work into ejectors. 

  

 
Mike Meldrum making the presentation. 

 

Chris concluded with: 

Other work needed is weed removal – lantana 

etc – every hand makes a difference. You can join 

"The Friends" – there are forms on the back table. 

There is a quarterly Newsletter. Membership is tax-

deductible. Or adopt a rock-wallaby for $50.  

http://www.rockwallaby.org.au  

Mike Meldrum led the vote of thanks to Chris 

and presented him with a bunch of proteas and a $100 

donation. 

 

Before the vote of thanks to Chris Helen 

Tranter reminded us to join REPS, and also that the 

Hall Management Committee – that meets four times 

a year – would greatly appreciate having new 

members – Contact Helen 4885 1394. 

Notelaea venosa variety venosa 

Veined Mock-olive 
 

By Allan Stiles 
 

This is a common shrub or small tree that has 

long been reported in the rainforest and eucalypt 

forest in the Robertson district. It is in the same 

family as olives, the Oleaceae, and bears fruits that 

resemble small olives but are inedible. Its tough, 

opposite leaves without hairs, prominent lenticels on 

the smaller branches, and sets of three or four pointed 

buds at the base of young leaves are identification 

features. As its name implies, the veins in its leaves 

are a prominent feature.  

Another species in southern NSW rainforests, 

Notelaea longifolia  form longifolia (Long-leaved 

Native Olive), has not been reported on the plateau 

but grows near the coast. It differs from N. venosa in 

having fine hairs on its young leaves and stems and 

usually only two buds at the leaf-bases. Different 

varieties of N. longifolia and N. venosa, and have 

been described from rainforests further north in NSW.   

Such a variation in size and shape of leaves 

has been observed on different plants that at first sight 

it would seem that there is more than one species 

locally. In Wollongong’s Native Trees (1982) Leon 

Fuller wrote that “Because these the two species 

exhibit wide and overlapping variation in their 

characters, it is difficult to separate them.”  

Some of the remarkable variation that has been 

observed on my property is illustrated below. Two 

particularly different looking types of plants can be  

Type A upper surface – note venation and shape 

 

seen. Type A has smaller leaves with indistinct 

venation. Type B has much larger leaves of quite 

different shape and clearly visible veins. 

http://www.rockwallaby.org.au/
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Type A upper surface – note shape and colour 

 

 

 

 
Type A lower surface – note venation and shape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type B leaves from above – note fainter venation 

 

 
Type B leaves from below – note fainter venation 
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Comparison of types  

A (above) 16 cm long and B (below) 8 – 12 cm long 

 

 
Type B showing buds and lenticels 

 

 

 
Type B trunk 

 

 

Further research may reveal the relationship 

between these plants. Are they both examples of a 

remarkably variable species, Notelaea venosa? Is one 

of them a form of N. venosa yet to be identified? Do 

we have something as yet undescribed in our 

rainforests? 

 

Recommended reading: 

Leon Fuller (1980, 1982, and 2011) Wollongong’s 

Native Trees 

Leon Costermans  (1981 and 1983) Native Trees and 

Shrubs of South-eastern Australia  

Alexander Floyd (1989) Rainforest Trees of 

Mainland South-eastern Australia Gwen Harden ed. 

(1992) Flora of New South Wales vol.3  

Gwen Harden, Bill McDonald and John Williams 
(2006) Rainforest Trees and Shrubs: a field guide to 

their identification  

Kevin Mills and Jacqueline Jakeman (2010) Native 

Trees of the NSW South Coast 
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On Children 
 

Supplied by local Robertson residents Alistair & Barbara Clark. 
 

Your children are not your children, 

They are the sons and daughters 

of Life's longing for itself. 

They come through you but not from you, 

And though they are with you yet they 

belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 

For they have their own thoughts. 

You may house their bodies but not their souls, 

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 

which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams. 

You may strive to be like them, 

but seek not to make them like you. 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

You are the bows from which your children 

as living arrows are sent forth. 

The archer seeks the mark upon the path of the infinite, 

and He bends you with His might 

that His arrows may go swift and far. 

Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness; 

For even as He loves the arrow that flies, 

so He loves also the bow that is stable. 

 

Kahlil Gibran 
 

 

 

 

 

The Wedge-tailed Eagle 
 

(The wedge-tailed eagle is one of the world's 

largest eagles, and is a noble addition to 

Australia's skies.) 

 

The wedge-tailed eagle nobly flies 

As king of the Australian skies. 

A regal bird of princely birth, 

It's more at home above the earth 

Where majestically it soars 

On massive wings, and there explores 

With powerful eyes the distant land. 

Till not a stone is left unscanned. 

No movement here, no movement there 

Escapes this monarch of the air. 

A splendid bird supremely skilled –  

Why do so many want them killed? 

 

Philip R. Rush 
 

This poem highlights something which 

unfortunately was a common sight in the country. 

Research has shown Wedgies were erroneously 

blamed for many lamb deaths. 

 

 

Raptor 

 
Magnificent creature much maligned, 

a travesty of your former self. 

Wired to a fence proud head askew. 

your bright eyes lidded in acrimony 

  

Your bold cry as you soared free stifled, 

when a bullet smashed into your breast 

spiralling you to death. 

  

`Look there`s a `Wedgie` 

Weekenders say driving by. 

Take a good look unseeing eyes. 

Look at what`s left of nobility. 

  

by jerry hughes 
 

 

 

 

Poetry Corner       Edited by Peter Glass 

If you have a poem we would welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65Vandenbergh Rd, Robertson, 2577 
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REPS MEETINGS FOR 2016 

Dates for your diary: 

 
Friday 12

th
 August at 7.30pm  

 Speaker: Peggy McDonald 

Friday 14
th

 October - to be advised 

Saturday 15
th

 October Caalang Creek walk  

  9.20 for 9.30  Meet at Hampden Park Bridge 

Friday 11
th

 November at 7.30pm 

AGM and presentation 

Speaker: Alan Stephenson 

Friday 9
th

 December 
Christmas party 

 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month 

from 9:30am till noon. 

 

Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers would 

be greatly appreciated. Everyone is welcome.  

Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or  

NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 
 

 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 

 

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am 
onwards, subject to the weather.  

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang 

Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park.  

Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or  

Leon Hall 4888 2222. 

 

 

ROBERTSON HERITAGE RAILWAY 

STATION 
 

Spring Event - Sunday 2nd October 

Put this day on your Calendar, Diary, Smart phone 

or other device. As many people may know, RHRS 

runs a fund-raising activity in Springtime. We are 

looking for ideas to engage the local community 

and interested others.  

Interested in giving ideas or helping organise? 

Contact Rona Goold RHRS Secretary 

02 4885 2393 or ronagoold@bigpond.com 

 
 

OPEN  GARDENS 

Saturday & Sunday 8
th

 & 9
th

 October 

 

Volunteers needed to sit at the gates and take 

tickets. Please call Marion on 0401 425 565 or 

Joy on 4869 5958 

 

 

ROBERTSON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

New members are needed for the Management 

Committee to keep the day-to-day running of the 

centre in the hands of local residents. 

Phone (02)4868 0704 

Lynne.morrison@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

                   REPS MEMBERSHIP 

 

Membership is from November to November and 

we are looking forward to another great year in 

2016. If you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394 
 

 

CONTACT REPS 

 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. For 

further information and subscriptions please 

contact: 

President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483  

PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577 
 

 

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local 

tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood.  

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,  

Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes, at 

eucryphia@reps.org.au 
 

 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au

 Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society. 

 

mailto:eucryphia@reps.org.au
http://www.reps.org.au/

