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REPS IS 25 YEARS OLD!! 
 

Friday, 13th November at 7.30pm 

Robertson Community Hall,  

Caalong Street 
 

 

REPS began in November 1990, so this 

year we have reached our quarter century! Let’s all 

get together at the next meeting on 13
th

 November 

to celebrate, chat over old times and look forward 

to the next 25 years. We hope most of you can 

make the evening, older members and newer 

members alike, especially if you haven’t been able 

to get to a meeting for a while, everyone would 

like to see you again.  
 

AGM 7.30pm Minutes of the AGM of 14th 

November 2014 and Agenda for the 2015 AGM 

will be distributed at the AGM meeting. 

 

CAALONG CREEK RESERVE 
 

Following the AGM, Steve Douglas will 

present an account of his and Leon Hall's work 

over many years at the Caalong Creek Reserve.  

Steve will give us an idea of the effort that has 

gone into making such a difference to our Creek 

Reserve. 

 
1989 

 

 

 
2013 

 

ALL WELCOME 

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. 

A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY – Friday 11
th

 December 
 

Peter and Lyn are inviting all members to their 

house at 65 Vandenbergh Road for an end-of-year 

celebration. 6pm onwards. A finger-food plate 

would be welcomed. 
 

 

REPS OCTOBER MEETING: 

WomSAT 
 

Our guest speaker at the REPS public 

meeting on 9
th

 October 2015 was Associate 

Professor Julie Old, who manages the Small Native 

Mammal Teaching and Research Facility in the 

School of Science and Health at the Hawkesbury 

campus of Western Sydney University. She was 

always interested in animals, having grown up on 

her parents’ property on the mid-north coast. This 

interest led to her Honours study in immunology of 

the red-tailed phascogale – a small marsupial 

related to the antechinus. Julie is now a leading 

researcher into marsupial immune systems, and the 

http://www.reps.org.au/
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focus of her talk was her current research on the 

problem of sarcoptic mange in wombats.  

Whether attracted by the photo in the last 

edition of Eucryphia of a smiling Julie holding a 

cute young wombat, by recent news items that 

have highlighted the danger posed by the mange to 

wild populations of wombats, or simply by the fact 

that Robertson residents and wombats have always 

lived in close proximity, a large and interested 

audience gathered to hear Julie speak. 
 

 
Peter Glass, Karen Guymer and Julie Old 

 

She began by explaining that there are three 

species of wombats: the bare-nosed (our local 

species that at present is plentiful in south-eastern 

Australia and Tasmania), the southern hairy-nosed 

(found mainly in South Australia), and the northern 

hairy-nosed, which is critically endangered, with 

only about 205 individual animals left in the wild.  

The wombat is Australia’s largest burrowing 

animal; it is mostly nocturnal and herbivorous; and 

is a marsupial with a backward-facing pouch. 

 

 
Wombat with mild sarcoptic mange 

 

Sarcoptic mange affects two species of 

wombats. It is caused by a parasitic mite, related to 

ticks, which burrows into the animal’s skin, 

causing itching and infection. Although nocturnal, 

in order to get enough sustenance wombats with 

the mange are often seen out during the day, 

scratching, blind and deaf, and missing patches of 

fur. Numbers of bare-nosed wombats have already 

been reduced significantly by human interference, 

predation, fire and now sarcoptic mange, and 

researchers have expressed concern that if left 

unchecked this disease could lead to extinction. 

There has not yet been sufficient research to 

determine whether this mange is caused by the 

same mite that affects dogs and foxes. 

 

 
 

Julie described a study she and her research 

team undertook in the Wolgan valley on a property 

with a large wildlife reserve. They discovered that 

wombats prefer riparian zones, where burrows can 

exceed 30 per hectare. The mean in the area 

studied, including grasslands, was 24.7 per hectare.  

Through the use of cameras placed at the entrances 

to burrows, and also spotlighting, they were able to 

identify wombats affected by mange, but 

concluded that the majority of wombats in this part 

of the Wolgan Valley were not affected. 

The second part of the study was a mange 

treatment trial. Permission to conduct the trial on 

animals in the wild had to be sought from the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service and from the 

university ethics committee, which restricted the 

trial to 20 treatment stations operating at any one 

time in a 3-month period. Treatment stations were 

set up at the entrance to the burrows of animals 

with mange that had been identified by 

spotlighting. Cydectin was placed in containers 

with flaps which opened as the animals passed 

beneath them to release a weekly dose of 4 ml onto 

their backs. The flaps on the treatment stations 

were left empty for the first seven days to allow the 

wombats to get used to them. 
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The flaps had to be checked daily and 

treatment plans for individual animals needed to be 

strictly followed in order to be successful. 

However the effectiveness of the treatment was 

limited because wombats tend to move around and 

share burrows, and too few of them ended up 

receiving a high enough dosage. The researchers 

concluded that this type of treatment could be 

effective for animals only mildly affected by the 

mange, or for smaller numbers of wombats in 

fewer burrows. They were also concerned at the 

possibility that the mites could become resistant to 

the treatment. 

Ongoing research includes the study of 

MHC genes to determine any variation in immune 

systems. It is difficult to obtain DNA samples from 

live wombats (big teeth and claws; nocturnal; 

living underground), so samples are now being 

obtained from scats and from road kill animals. 

Julie concluded her presentation by 

explaining the new online mapping tool called 

WomSAT, which has been introduced to enlist the 

help of the public to record sightings of wombats 

and burrows in their local areas. This tool includes 

automatic recording of GPS data and can be 

accessed either by computer or through a mobile 

phone app. It is designed to increase public 

knowledge of wombats and their state of health, 

and provide a longer term monitoring tool. So far 

3,100 sightings have been reported, but this 

number includes roadkill as well as live animals. 

WomSAT can be accessed through the website 

www.WomSAT.org.au. 

A lively question and answer period 

followed. Thanks on behalf of the audience and a 

presentation of locally grown flowers were 

accompanied by general acclamation. 

 

Report by Judith Mee 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It has been my pleasure to have served as 

President for the past 12 months. My thanks go to 

the committee members for their help and 

guidance. We are very fortunate to have such a 

dedicated and talented team, although we do need 

some new faces, so if there is anyone out there who 

would like to nominate please do so. 

Just to recap on our year, for the February 

meeting, we welcomed Kersten Schweth and 

Richard Woodman from The South Coast Wildlife 

Rescue organization. After the meeting we donated 

$100 to assist them with their work. Also at the 

February meeting we farewelled Denis Wilson, 

who was moving down the far South Coast. The 

articles and photos Denis has contributed to 

Eucryphia over the years have been greatly 

appreciated. Unfortunately Denis hasn`t been well 

of late and we all wish him well. Also in February, 

foundation members John & Anne Stowar left the 

district and we wished them well on their 

retirement and our thanks for their support over the 

years. 

At the April meeting we had local, Ken 

Hayward, from the Garvan Institute`s Moss Vale 

Mouse House talking about state-of-the-art biology 

and energy efficiency. 

In June we had Sam & Cathy Joukador and 

Ray McGibbon from South Coast Wildlife Rescue 

to talk about reptiles, which was complemented 

with a reptile display by Ian Usher. 

After the meeting we donated $100 to Ian Usher 

towards his reptile work. 

For our August meeting Pam & Brian 

Cooke were our guest speakers. Pam`s title for her 

talk was ‘A Tortoise Breathing’. Pam spoke of her 

time on the Galapagos Islands. Brian updated us on 

Calicivirus research. We have Lyndy to thank for 

Pam & Brian`s return visit. 

On the 10
th

 of September we had the 

official unveiling of our carved benches in 

Pinkwood Park by the Mayor Duncan Gair. Also 

present was former Mayor Phil Yeo who officially 

opened the park all those years ago. A great day. 

We are all indebted to the work of David Mee for 

bringing this REPS project to a conclusion. 

October saw our successful talk by 

Associate Professor Julie Old on wombats and 

WomSAT. 

And finally on 17
th

 October we had our 

bushwalk to ‘The Grotto’ and another waterfall 

upstream from Belmore Falls. 

To those new members who joined this 

year a hearty WELCOME and I hope you have an 

enjoyable and fruitful time with us. 

Let me acknowledge and thank Steve 

Douglas and Life-member Leon Hall for their 

continued riparian work on the regeneration of 

Caalong Creek. 

No REPS president`s report would be 

complete without acknowledging those responsible 

for our excellent publication, Eucryphia. A sincere 

thank you to the editors, Allan Stiles and Sheila 

McInnes.   

 

  Peter Glass   November 2015 
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BUSHWALK 

 

On Saturday 17
th

 October several REPS members 

enjoyed a walk to two small but attractive 

waterfalls on the stream above Belmore Falls. The 

weather was superb and the views delightful. The 

native vegetation was of special interest and many 

species were observed. 

 

 

 
The falls at The Grotto 

 

We were particularly taken by being able to walk 

into the cave behind the falling water at the Grotto, 

our first destination. 

  

 
Looking out from the Grotto 

 

 
Peter Glass in the Grotto behind the falls 

 

 
Helen Tranter, David Tranter and Peter Glass 

 

 
Mountain Devil (Lambertia formosa) 

 

 
Another falls higher upstream 

 

 
Ferns, including Blechnum nudum and Blechnum patersonii  
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Invitation to Join Council Wildlife 

Conservation Programs! 
Wingecarribee Shire Council is running a number 

of wildlife conservation programs which may be of 

interest to REPS members. No matter how big or 

small your property may be, there is a program 

suited to you!  

Below is an outline of these programs, but please 

don’t hesitate to contact us for further information. 

Contact Dr. Karen Guymer – Bushland Projects 

Officer on (02) 4868-0828 or 

Karen.Guymer@wsc.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

 

Habitat for Wildlife 

 
Habitat for Wildlife is a free program which is 

aimed at residents who have smaller residential 

blocks of land – where fauna habitat can be 

improved in our backyards. 

Membership is free and members receive: 

 A colourful metal sign to install on their front 

gate or fence 

 Other resources including a Backyard Habitat 

Planting Guide 

 The first 250 members will also receive a 

native plant gift voucher to the value of $10 

 Subscription to the Wingecarribee Web and 

Land for Wildlife eNewsletters 

 Access to workshops and events as they 

happen 

For more information and to download an 

application form, check out our webpage at 

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/habitat-for-wildlife  

 

 

Land for Wildlife 

 
Land for Wildlife is a free program for larger lots 

and rural properties which have a minimum area of 

0.5 hectare (just over 1 acre) of natural bushland 

and a commitment to protect wildlife and enhance 

the habitat values on your property. Joining this 

program provides access to a local network of like-

minded land-holders interested in making the 

Southern Highlands a great place for our wildlife 

to live in! 

Land for Wildlife is all about providing support 

and information to help you make your property 

more wildlife friendly. You may manage your 

property for other purposes, such as lifestyle, stock 

grazing or horticulture and the registration will not 

directly impact these other activities. There is no 

covenant placed on the title of the land, however a 

commitment is made to undertake to protect and 

enhance natural areas for wildlife conservation. 

Membership is free and members receive: 

 A colourful metal sign to install on their front 

gate or fence 

 A detailed assessment property, outlining the 

special biodiversity values present and 

colourful maps. 

 Subscription to the Wingecarribee Web and 

Land for Wildlife eNewsletters 

 Access to workshops and events as they 

happen 

For more information and to download an 

application form, check out our webpage at 

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/land-for-wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Karen.Guymer@wsc.nsw.gov.au
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/habitat-for-wildlife
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/land-for-wildlife
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HOPE 

 

The earth is an island in a stream of sunlight, 

weaving carpets of green from sunbeams, water 

and thin air. The stream flows on, its destiny 

decay, leaving eddies in its wake that provide 

information for the weave. 

 

Those amazing patterns that we see in space and 

time are life’s handiwork, each level of complexity 

that emerges encompassing the one that came 

before. 

 

As chemical molecules arise from reagents with 

different information content, primeval organisms 

joined forces with each other from time to time for 

their common good, producing nested orders of 

complexity governed by nested laws. 

 

Finding habitats and niches to their liking and 

adapting to their physical and biological 

constraints, those organisms cast their seed to the 

winds and currents, colonized every place they 

could and collectively occupied the surface of the 

earth and the seas beneath, moderating the global 

climate. 

 

The ways that plants and animals make a living are 

legion, at one extreme by monopolizing all the 

natural resources they can, at the other extreme by 

sharing those resources with their neighbours. 

Collectively they constitute two pools of organic 

matter, through which energy-driven materials 

flow in closed circuit circulation - the organic pool 

where matter is synthesized and consumed; and the 

inorganic pool, where their wastes are decomposed 

and mineralized, the exchange between the two 

being most efficient when production and 

recycling are in phase. 

 

Although plants and animals can mend themselves, 

they eventually wear out and are replaced by their 

offspring, replicas doing well in stable times, 

losing out in a changing world to offspring born of 

sexual unions that endow their offspring with two 

different survival manuals written in an alphabet of 

genes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time plays tricks with life, like the elver from the 

sea, as it returns to its tribal home. There are 

freshes, floods and rapids to be overcome, 

uncertain trends, gates that open, gates that close,  

currents, counter-currents and whirlpools of 

uncertain scale and period, and fuses of uncertain  

length; and each species, according to its life span, 

falls within their  spell. 

 

Despite such hazards, our continued presence with 

our plant and animal travelling companions on this 

glorious “dappled sapphire” planet that orbits 

around the sun is living evidence that life is both 

ingenious and diverse. The stability we think we 

see in nature and the affairs of mankind – our 

societies, institutions and businesses – is an 

illusion. Their natural condition is a dynamic 

steady state that skirts along the edge of criticality. 

 

Our survival is due to self-regulation, a 

serendipitous blend of destabilizing feedback 

mechanisms that endow us with the flexibility to 

explore the interface between the known and 

unknown; and moderating feedback mechanisms 

that act to maintain the status quo. 

 

Resilience is like quicksilver, readily recognised 

but difficult to grasp. Life is resilient to stresses 

encountered in living memory or evolutionary time 

but vulnerable to stresses unrecorded in our genes 

– for example the accumulated impact of heavy 

industry, a phenomenon unequalled since life 

began 3 billion years ago. 

 

But, like the timid little genie that failed to escape 

from Pandora’s Box to plague the world, there is 

always hope. 

 

David Tranter 
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REPS MEETINGS FOR 2015 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Friday 13th November  AGM and talk by 

Steve Douglas 

Friday 11
th

 December  Christmas Party 
  

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 

 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am till 

noon. Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers 

would be greatly appreciated. Everyone is 

welcome.  

Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or  

NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 
 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 

 

Last Saturday this year - November 28th 

9:30am onwards, subject to the weather. 

 Please come and join us for as long as you are 

able.  Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have 

tools available, but bring your own if you can. 

Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park.  

Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or  

Leon Hall 4888 2222. 
 

 

 
 

Peter and Jenny Simpson of Mackeys Lane heard a 

noise at their back door recently and there he was, 

an unexpected guest looking up at them. They have 

been living there for twenty three years and this is 

the first koala they have seen on their property. 
 

 

REPS  MEMBERSHIP 

 

Membership is from November to November and 

we are looking forward to another great year in 

2016. If you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394 
 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

Mrs Ilma Campbell and Mr Doug Pritchard. 
 

 

CONTACT REPS 

 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. For 

further information and subscriptions please 

contact: 

President, Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President, David Mee on 4885 1483  
 
 

 

Sunday 29
th

 November 

Join CANWin and other 

Southern Highlands groups for 

the March – 1pm from the 

Domain. 

Train leaves MossVale 9:13am 

Mike Meldrum  4885 2713 
 

 

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local 

tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood.  

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,  

Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes, at 

stilesaljen@bigpond.com. 
 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.  

Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper. 

 

mailto:stilesaljen@bigpond.com
http://www.reps.org.au/

