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PUBLIC MEETING 
Friday, 9th October at 7.30pm 

Robertson Community Hall,  

Caalong Street 

 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR JULIE OLD 

from Water and Wildlife Ecology, School of 

Science and Health, Western Sydney University, 

will speak about 

WomSAT 
 

Associate Professor Julie Old graduated in 

September 2002 with a PhD in marsupial 

immunology. From 2002 until February 2006 Julie 

worked at Macquarie University as a Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow until she joined UWS (now 

WSU) as a Lecturer in Animal Science. She 

completed her Masters in Higher Education in 

2007, and currently teaches students in the 

Zoology, Animal Science and Biology degrees, 

and is the BNatSc Academic Course Advisor. 

In addition to her expansive teaching roles, 

Julie manages the School of Science and Health's 

Small Native Mammal Teaching and Research 

Facility at the Hawkesbury campus. The facility 

currently houses red-tailed phascogales and native 

murids and they are used for teaching, research and 

engagement purposes. 

During her Hons and PhD studies Julie 

investigated how the marsupial immune tissues 

developed in a non-sterile pouch environment, and 

how newborn marsupials survive in this 

environment being unable to mount specific 

immune responses to pathogens until they are more 

developed. How the young marsupial survives the 

pathogenic onslaughts whilst in this supposedly 

vulnerable state in a microbial-rich pouch 

continues to be one of Julie's main research focuses 

and passions, and provides her with opportunities 

to work with a range of native species, primarily 

our native marsupials.  

 

 

 
 

As a leading researcher in the development  

of the marsupial immune system, and a strong 

research profile in wildlife immunology and 

conservation, Julie has over the last few years 

become particularly interested in sarcoptic mange 

in wombats. As a consequence of regularly seeing 

badly affected wombats, Julie recently developed 

WomSAT. 

WomSAT is a citizen science-based 

website where citizens can log sightings of 

wombats and their burrows. Wombats can be 

logged (via the website or phone app) either dead 

or alive. The information gathered maps wombat 

distribution and records threats to them, eg levels 

of mange and road kill. Overall, Julie hopes to 

increase public awareness of wombats, and the 

threats, particularly  sarcoptic mange, to wombats. 

Email contact: j.old@uws.edu.au . 

 
ALL WELCOME 

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. 

A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

  

http://www.reps.org.au/
mailto:j.old@uws.edu.au
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SPRING BUSHWALK 
Saturday 10

th
 October 

Meet at 10.00 am in the parking area at the 

Robertson Inn. Then drive together to enjoy a short 

walk to The Grotto, a waterfall on the creek 

upstream from the Belmore Falls on an easy track. 

Spring flowers, scenery, and wildlife will delight. 

Wear suitable walking gear. Bring refreshments if 

you wish. Allow about two hours. 

 

   
The Grotto – photo by Denis Wilson 

 

 

TORTOISE BREATHING - 

GALÁPAGOS 

Report of the REPS August meeting by David Mee 

The meeting was very well attended, a lot 

due to the topic and speakers. We were delighted 

to welcome back Pam and Brian Cooke. Last time 

they visited, Brian gave a presentation on his work 

on calicivirus in rabbits. This time Pam was the 

main presenter, with her talk “I have heard a 

tortoise breathing.” This was about their two-year 

stay in the Galápagos Islands as researchers at the 

Darwin Institute. Pam was introduced by Lyndy 

Scott. 

Pam began by stating some facts and 

figures about the Galápagos Islands, made famous 

by the visit of a young Charles Darwin on the 

HMS Beagle in 1835. He wrote the popular book 

The Voyage of the Beagle. His short five-week visit 

to the Galapagos, where he observed the variation 

in certain finches, among others, depending on the 

particular island they were located, has been said to 

be the inspiration for his publication later in his life 

of The Origin of Species. The group of islands is 

located on the equator about 1000km west of South 

America, administratively part of Ecuador. The 

name is an old Spanish word for tortoise.  

In drier areas the shell (carapace) of the 

giant tortoises (Chelonoidis nigra) is 'saddle-

shaped' with the front turning upwards to allow the 

longer neck to reach up to vegetation.  

 

 
 

The dome-shaped shell of shorter-necked tortoises 

is commoner in the wetter regions.  

 

 
 

The land area is around 8000 km
2
 with 97% being 

national park. To visit national parks, one must 

have an authorised guide. The entire island chain is 

volcanic. Pam showed images of two main kinds of 

lava flows, with the Hawaiian names pahoehoe 

(ropy lava - formed when a lava flow skins over 

while flowing very slowly) and a'a (chunky broken 

lava). 
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She noted that the islands were discovered 

in 1535 by Fray Tomás de Berlanga, bishop of 

Panama. Tortoises were used for fresh meat on 

sailing ships. They were easily caught as they only 

walk at 390 yards/hour. 

Pam showed photos of her and Brian's flat 

in Puerto Ayora, Santa Crus Island, as well as the 

supermarket, open air market, hospital (where Pam 

did volunteer work in ultrasound) and the school, 

plus a photo of the Charles Darwin Research 

Station where Brian worked. This was followed by 

some truly wonderful images of the local wildlife, 

starting with iguanas, both marine and land 

varieties. Then photos of other reptiles including 

three types of snakes and tortoises, of which there 

are two main types, evident by the shape of their 

shells. 

There are not many mammals: a Galapagos 

sea lion, a fur seal, two species of bats and the 

Santiago rice rat. However there is an amazing 

array of bird species. Here is a list of the ones I 

managed to note down: Darwin finches, blue 

footed booby, red footed booby, frigate birds (that 

steal food from other birds), brown pelican, the 

rare lava gull, Galapagos duck, flamingo, waved 

albatross, the Galapagos penguin (the only-just 

northern hemi-sphere penguin), flightless 

cormorant,  

Galapagos Hawk, and Hooded 

Mockingbird. 

 

Pam said there was a strict protocol to be 

observed when visiting an uninhabited island. She 

went on a bird watching visit with a friend, where 

she noted an American purple Gallinule, a swamp 

hen, and also “heard a tortoise breathing”. 

The future of the Galapagos looks bright, 

Pam noted, as the islands are well managed. The 

tourist dollar is very important for the local 

economy and management of feral animals and 

plants is in progress. Feral goats are still a problem 

and the people pressure is large. Cats and dogs as 

pets can be a problem also. 

Questions from the audience were taken 

and Brian answered a number. He said that the 

resident population is about 25,000, plus transients 

and illegals. 

 

 
                           Land-iguana 

 

After questions, Brian gave a short update 

on his calicivirus research. He said two new strains 

had been introduced recently and these have the 

potential to undo current control programs. He was 

heading to Portugal a few weeks later to 

investigate the origin of the new strains. 

A vote of thanks to Pam and Brian was 

proposed by Bob McInnes and gifts and flowers 

were presented. This was followed by supper and 

plenty of animated conversation. 

_______________________________________ 

 
PINKWOOD PARK CARVED BENCHES 
Opening Ceremony - Report by David Mee 

 

 
Mayor Duncan Gair with other attendees. 

 

On a glorious sunny spring morning on 

Thursday 10
th

 September at 10:00am, a group of 

dignitaries, artists, school children, REPS members 

and Robertson residents gathered in Pinkwood 

Park to celebrate the official opening of the Art 

Project. This project has been in the making for 

over a year. REPS has since the year 2000 been 

trying to turn Pinkwood Park into a peaceful place 

of beauty and relaxation, with plantings of 

indigenous plants. Seats were needed to encourage 
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people to come into the park, not just standard 

factory made seats, but something different that 

would express the unique Robertson character.  

Enter Celeste Coucke and Neil Boughton, local 

artists who had a clear idea of what could be 

achieved. Encouraged by them to apply for a 

Wingecarribee Community Grant, REPS worked 

feverishly to create a proposal and costed budget 

involving their ideas, submitting it just in time. We 

were fortunate that in September 2014, a 

presentation ceremony in the council hall in Moss 

Vale provided us with a certificate of entitlement 

for $3,000 to put toward the project, to be spent 

before 30 June 2015.  

 

 
David Tranter, Margaret Ralph, and Bob McIness. 

 

The history of the Robertson Environment 

Protection Society was discussed, noting that this 

year marks the Silver anniversary (25 years) of the 

Society. Its aims and meeting venues were noted. 

Robertson residents and others are encouraged to 

become members. 

The art-bench proposal involved lots of 

shire people. It began with Neil Atkins in the 

Village Woodworks providing REPS with two 

interesting slabs of River Red Gum, which he 

carefully sanded and prepared. Legs and supports 

were fitted using salvaged turpentine from the old 

timbers of Caalong Creek Bridge (not the latest 

one, but the one before that!). 

Behind the scenes, Anne Wilson, the REPS 

treasurer worked to pay bills and provide to Jenny 

Kena, the arts coordinator at WSC, all the paper-

work required to fulfil the business side of the 

grant conditions. 

Go back a stage: Celeste has been a teacher 

of art at the Robertson Public School, where she 

encouraged pupils to do some drawings of 

botanical subjects, including the Pinkwood 

(Eucryphia moorei) and the Lilly Pilly (Acmena 

smithii). Two drawings were selected, one by Eric 

Guymer (Pinkwood) and the other by Tiarna 

McGee (Lilly Pilly). These were enlarged by 

Celeste and transferred to the slabs.  

 

 
Eucryphia bench 

 

At the Bundanoon Men’s Shed volunteer 

carvers under the guidance of Neil Boughton 

worked to engrave the designs in the slabs. On 

completion (some months later) these were given 

coats of oil, taken back to the Village Woodworks 

where the legs were re-fitted, the whole oiled 

again, and finally taken to the Park where they 

were installed on galvanised steel stirrups set in 

concrete. At this stage, REPS was very pleased, but 

the final touch was the donation and installation by 

Celeste, with help from the Village Woodworks, of 

a tile plaque acknowledging the contributing 

artists. 

 

 
Detail of the Lilly Pilly bench 

 

So, on the morning of Thursday 10
th

 

September, a special ceremony was held at the 

park to celebrate the completion of this stage of the 

Pinkwood Park Project. After a brief welcome, 

David Tranter, a REPS founding elder, was invited 

to introduce Wendy Lotter (Auntie Wendy), an 

elder of the aboriginal traditional custodians of the 

land, to acknowledge their elders and to welcome 



 

 
5 

all to her country. This she did in great style. The 

various groups at the ceremony were 

acknowledged, starting with the Mayor of 

Wingecarribee Shire, Councillor Duncan Gair, and 

local resident, Councillor Larry Whipper, and also 

staff of the WSC. The Principal and school 

children of Robertson Public School were 

especially welcomed. REPS committee, members 

and guests were welcomed as were the contributing 

artists, especially Celeste Coucke, Neil Boughton 

and the President and carvers from The Bundanoon 

Men's Shed. The ARTC (Australian Rail Track 

Corporation) was thanked for being responsive in 

fixing the hole in the railway fence to make it safe 

for children to play in the park. Also the Parks and 

Garden staff of WSC were thanked for mowing 

and sprucing up the park prior to the opening. 

Reporters from the press were also in attendance. 

A brief history of the project, prepared by 

Helen Tranter, was read (see below). A set of 

photographs were also on display showing the 

progress from a block of weeds and junk to a park. 

This included a photo of school children and 

volunteers in 2001 planting many of the trees and 

plants. While the Waratahs have suffered from 

poor drainage, the Pinkwoods have grown 

beautifully. The later construction of the footpath 

and fence all added to the amenity.  

The Mayor was called upon to officially 

open the bench project, by uncovering the plaque. 

He commented on the Community Grants Scheme 

with which he has been involved. He then invited 

both the young artists to come forward and help 

him uncover the plaque, acknowledging their 

contribution, to general applause. A year in the 

planning and making is now an eventuality. 

 

 
Eric Guymer, Mayor Duncan Gair, and Tiarna McGee 

unveiling the plaque. 

 

Following the opening attendees were 

invited to partake of morning tea at the CTC, 

which many did. The next morning we all read 

about it and saw the picture in the Southern 

Highland News. Bob McInnes also took many 

photographs, some of which illustrate this report. 

 

 
The plaque 

________________________________________ 

 

HISTORY OF PINKWOOD PARK 
by Helen Tranter 

 

Where could this little triangle of land 

come from? The original Robert Campbell plan for 

Robertson village in 1865 was a rectangular grid of 

straight intersecting roads at right angles to each 

other, and this was how it existed for the people in 

the village for more than 50 years. Then in the late 

1920s when the railway line was built it cut 

through most of the north-south roads, including 

Main Street, through several original properties 

and realigned Hoddle Street in a curve to the 

north.   This triangle, part of one of those original 

properties, bordering on railway reserve land, was 

one of the results.  

The Cheese Factory was built mainly on 

railway land in 1936 and a railway cottage was 

built on other railway land just to the west of the 

factory. The little left-over piece of Main St. 

remained unformed, and the spare triangle of land 

just became overgrown with long grass.  

In 1996 there was a proposal to close the bit 

of Main St. land and develop it for commercial 

purposes.  This was opposed by REPS, Illawarra 

Electricity and community members and Council 

accepted the idea that instead, this land could be 

used for a nice little park at the eastern end of 

Robertson.  In the subsequent Village Plan it was 

proposed for it “to be developed as an informal 

picnic area with some planting of indigenous trees 

and provision of seating” and that the Robertson 

Public School should be involved. 
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In 2000 a concept landscape plan for this 

site was put to Council by REPS, adding that this 

would be a good site for part of the 2001 

Centenary of Federation Tree Planting in the 

village.   The main trees proposed to be planted 

were the local native Pinkwoods (Eucryphia 

moorei) and the name suggested was “Pinkwood 

Park”.  

  Council agreed in principle and before the 

planting day they cut the grass and removed the old 

wire fence REPS had taken down. On the morning 

of Friday 30
th

 March 2001 the planting went ahead 

with the school children, teachers and parents 

enthusiastically taking part.  

In 2004, the cottage on the railway land 

between the Cheese Factory and Pinkwood Park 

was demolished by State Rail and the site cleared.  

In 2005, at REPS’ request, Council erected a 

vehicle barrier on the northern and western borders 

of the Park and the following year a Council grant 

of $500 allowed REPS to erect a “Pinkwood Park” 

sign for the park.   

The Australian Rail Track Corporation 

(ARTC) erected a security fence in 2006 between 

the railway line and the park, which by that time 

had a number of flowering Waratah bushes and 

Pinkwoods.  Also the whole area had now become 

regarded as a park and REPS prepared a landscape 

plan for it for Council’s consideration.   However, 

before this could be considered, it was realised 

there was some confusion over the boundaries 

between Council and Railway land. As well, the 

route was being planned for the shared footpath 

from the Fountaindale Road to the Post Office.  So 

the landscape plan, with seating, was shelved. 

In 2012 the shared pathway was 

constructed.  The vehicle barrier was taken down 

in the process and then put back, adjusted to the 

parking area which had been developed in Main St. 

New plantings were planned to suit the changed 

conditions. 

REPS still hoped for the seating proposed 

in the village plan and in 2014 applied for a 

Council grant to achieve this.  With the support of 

all the people listed on the plaque this is now a 

reality. 

 

NATIVE VEGETATION MAPPING 

 

This exciting new project will:  

* create a new, fine scale vegetation map across all 

land in the Shire;  

* more accurately identify endangered ecological 

communities;  

* create an integrated native vegetation resource;  

* and establish how the map will be maintained 

and improved into the future. 

The Native Vegetation Mapping Project is 

a collaboration funded by Council’s Environment 

Levy and the NSW Office of Environment and 

Heritage. 

Native vegetation provides us with many 

values including:  

* habitat for native plants and animals, many of 

which are endangered;  

* supporting farmers by providing shelter for stock 

and protecting soil;  

* providing sustainable timber resources;  

* and clean air and water. 

Not all native vegetation is the same. There 

are many different types across the landscape made 

up of many different native species all growing in 

response to different soil types, varying rainfall 

and positions in the landscape. Some vegetation 

types are common, others are rare and endangered.  

Understanding what types of vegetation we 

have, mapping where it is located and calculating 

how much is remaining is essential for activities 

such as land-use planning, environmental 

management, impact assessment and bushfire 

planning and hazard reduction. 

The last detailed vegetation map of the 

Wingecarribee Shire was produced in 2003 as part 

of Council’s Biodiversity Strategy. It now requires 

a major update to improve its accuracy. 

The new native vegetation map will be 

freely available to the public and will create an 

integrated native vegetation information resource - 

the first of its kind in NSW. The map is also 

needed to enable the creation of the 

Wingecarribee Green Web strategy. The Native 

Vegetation Mapping Project commenced in July 

2015 and will be completed by August 2016. 

For more information please contact Ian 

Perkins, Natural Resource Projects Coordinator. 

Telephone: 4868 0750 

Email: ian.perkins@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/wingecarribee-biodiversity-strategy
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/green-web
mailto:ian.perkins@wsc.nsw.gov.au?subject=Native%20Vegetation%20Mapping%20Project%20-%20Website%20Enquiry
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BLUE WRENS 
 

(Often called Fairy Wrens, these beautiful little 
birds can be found throughout Australia. They come 
in a variety of species, and their glorious colouring 
and jaunty bearing are a feature of many suburban 
and rural gardens.) 
 

I think it would be hard to find 

A prettier bird of any kind  

Than the little fairy wren  

Who, with his pert and lively hen,  

Enchants us, as he hops around,  

Seeking food upon the ground. 
 

The flowers in our garden bed,  

The pansies gold and roses red,  

Don't outshine this charming bird;  

For he, with jaunty tail absurd,  

And body brilliant black and blue,  

Is consummate in beauty, too. 
 

It happened, just the other day,  

His hen became our moggy's prey.  

Annoyed we were, and most upset  

To think it was our rotten pet  

That sealed the tiny creature's fate,  

And widowed her adoring mate. 
 

But yesterday we saw him back  

Looking in each hole and crack  

For insects, or some other fare,  

And obviously without a care;  

For he'd not stayed a widower long,  

He'd brought another mate along! 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Andrew Barton Paterson,    Born on 17th. Feb. 1864,   at Narambla,   near Orange NSW 
 

A SINGER OF THE BUSH 
 

There is waving of the grass in the breeze 

And a song in the air, 

And a murmur of myriad bees 

That toil everywhere. 

There is scent in the blossom and bough 

And the breath of the Spring 

Is as soft as a kiss on a brow----- 

Poetry Corner       Edited by Peter Glass 

 

This poem is very pertinent to Robertson as we all love to see Blue Wrens in our gardens and FERAL 

or unrestrained cats are a constant threat to them. 

The Poet's name is Philip R Rush, Illustrator Syd Woon and they hail from Tasmania. 
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REPS MEETINGS FOR 2015 
Dates for your diary: 

Friday 9th October   WomSAT talk 

Saturday 10th October  Walk – see page 2 

Friday 13th November  AGM and talk by 

Steve Douglas 

Friday 11
th

 December  Christmas Party 

________________________________________ 

 

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am till 

noon. Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers 

would be greatly appreciated. Everyone is 

welcome.  

Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or  

NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 

_________________________________________ 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 

Last Saturday of each month 

9:30am onwards, subject to the weather. 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang 

Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park.  

Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or  

Leon Hall 4888 2222. 

_________________________________________ 

 

REPS  MEMBERSHIP 

Membership is from November to November and 

we are looking forward to another great year in 

2016. If you are not yet a member, please consider 

becoming one. 

Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. For 

further information and subscriptions please 

contact: 

President, Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President, David Mee on 4885 1483,  

or write to REPS at PO Box 3045, Robertson, 

NSW 2577. 

 

 

MOUNT GIBRALTAR LANDCARE AND 

BUSHCARE and WINGECARRIBEE SHIRE 

COUNCIL wish to thank everyone who has most 

generously supported the Mount Gibraltar 

Restoration project during the last twenty-two 

years of our work in this community reserve. 

We are very pleased to announce the recent 

construction of a commemorative trachyte 

entrance retaining wall one kilometre uphill from 

Bowral Swimming Pool. Designed by WSC 

engineer Dominic Lucas, it has been built with 

funds raised through the sale of the book, The Gib: 

Mount Gibraltar, Southern Highlands, and a 

Veolia Mulwaree Trust Community Grant. This 

wall marks the entrance to the Heritage Quarries 

Complex from which the unique Bowral trachyte 

(micro syenite) was quarried for 100 years and 

used in a great many of the heritage buildings and 

monuments in Sydney and elsewhere. You, your 

family, and friends are invited to inspect the wall, 

the quarries and regenerating forest by taking the 

short 1.5 kilometre Heritage Quarries Circuit Walk 

at any time (Follow the sign posts. There are some 

steep steps. Please wear sensible shoes). 

We will be available on site to escort groups 

Sunday 25th October 2015 10 am - 12 noon 

or by appointment with Richard Hanbury, 

Convenor, Jane Lemann, Acting Secretary 

lemann@acenet.com.au, Geoff Allen, Field Officer 

4871 3001, or Paul Marshall 4868 0772 

Paul.Marshall@wsc.nsw.gov.au . 

_______________________________________ 

 

WARATAH WEEK OPEN GARDEN 

EXHIBITION 
3

rd
-11

th
 October, Robertson Heritage Railway 

Station. Flowering Waratahs, cutflowers and 

plants for sale, Floral Art Exhibition in the Gallery, 

Fettlers Shed Café open, and other attractions. 

________________________________________ 
 

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local 

tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood.  

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,  

Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes, at 

stilesaljen@bigpond.com. 

________________________________________ 

 

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE 

www.reps.org.au 
 

 Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.  

Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper. 

 

mailto:lemann@acenet.com.au
mailto:Paul.Marshall@wsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:stilesaljen@bigpond.com
http://www.reps.org.au/

