
 

 Eucryphia 
 ISSN 1037 – 2032  Number 135 – February 2015 

 
Robertson Environment Protection Society – to promote the protection and enhancement of the Robertson environment. 
PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577 www.reps.org.au 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Friday, 13th February at 7.30pm 

Robertson Community Hall, Caalong Street 

 

Kerstin Schweth 
from Wildlife Rescue South Coast will speak of 

her impressive and dedicated work in the district 

caring for sick and orphan native animals. She and 

her husband, Richard Woodman (Woody), have for 

the past eight years lived on a spectacular property 

on the Illawarra Highway where they have raised 

many charming and needy creatures. 

 

 
Kerstin with a one-year-old wombat 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. covers an 

area from the Victorian border, up the coast to 

Wollongong, extending inland to Picton, across to 

Taralga, south to the West of Goulburn, south to 

the East of the ACT and back down to the 

Victorian border. This includes the entire Southern 

Highlands and Wingecarribee Shire.  

When you encounter any injured, sick or 

orphaned wildlife in the Southern Highlands, 

northern part of Southern Tablelands or Kangaroo 

Valley, please contact Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

Inc. on their 24/7 hotline number 0418 427 214. 

Alternatively call the Regional Coordinator 

Richard Woodman on 4885 2008 or 

mobile 0412 002 400 / 0413 768 656. 

 
Kerstin with one-year-old Eastern Grey kangaroos in 

suspended bags (quasi-pouches) 

 

 
Kerstin with an Eastern Grey kangaroo 

 

 
Kerstin in the wombat enclosure 

 

All welcome, informal discussion, 

light refreshment, gold coin donation 

http://www.reps.org.au/
tel:0418%20427%20214
tel:4885%202008
tel:041%20200%202400
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Ted Smith, Peter Glass and Kerstin in the dispensary. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Photos by Allan Stiles 

__________________________________ 

 

REPS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
14 November 2014 

The president’s and treasurer’s reports that were 

published in the latest issue of Eucryphia (No. 134 

Nov 2014) were accepted. David Mee said REPS is 

in a good financial position and had been awarded 

a $3,000 grant for a carved bench (or benches) in 

Pinkwood Park. 

The election of the 2015 committee (Bob 

McInnes presided for this) followed: 

 

COMMITTEE: 

President:  

Peter Glass  

Vice-President:  

David Mee  

Minute secretary:  
Lyndy Scott  

Correspondence Secretary:  

unfilled position – a volunteer is needed 

Treasurer:  
Anne Wilson  

General committee: 

Karen Guymer, Mike Meldrum, Allan 

Stiles, David Tranter, Helen Tranter   

 

OTHER POSITIONS: 

Public Officer:  

Helen Tranter 

Eucryphia editors:  

Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes 

Supper convenor:  

Jane Maxwell 

Caalang Creek Project Group:  

Steve Douglas, Leon Hall 

___________________________________ 

 

TRAVELS IN THE TERRITORY 
Report by David Mee on the talk and slide 

presentation by David and Judith Mee given 

following the REPS AGM, November 2014. 

The Northern Territory used to be a great 

unknown only visited by the die-hards and 

adventurous. Not so these days, where every 

comfort is offered to the visitor, providing 

accessibility to all. The presentation made by us 

after the AGM formalities tried to illustrate that 

conservation and environmental protection is 

similar everywhere, and the Territory is no 

exception. Fortunately the people of the NT are 

well aware of the need for looking after the 

environment, and the National Parks appear well 

looked after and well-funded. Our slide 

presentation and commentary stems from two short 

trips made to the Northern Territory of Australia 

by the two of us. Last year we spent four days 

staying at the resort town of Yallara, so that we 

could visit Uluru (Ayer's rock) and Katadjuta (the 

Olgas), and see some of the desert surrounding 

these spectacular rock formations.  
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What was surprising to us was that in the 

rock crevices and around water holes, the 

vegetation included species found at Robertson, 

such as Wong Wonga vine (Pandorea sp.). This 

year we spent eight days, travelling from Adelaide 

to Darwin on the Ghan train, with sightseeing stops 

at Alice Springs (the Desert Park) and Katherine 

Gorge, followed by some time in Darwin and then 

two days in the various national parks of 

Litchfield, Mary River and Kakadu.  

 

 
 

Both these trips were taken in mid-winter, 

the dry season in the tropics. The presentation 

consisted mainly of photos taken of desert 

vegetation and occasional animals and birds as 

well as the natural features of the sights in the arid 

zones. In the tropics, the tropical vegetation, the 

water animals and birds, and the beautiful park 

plants and features were shown, including images 

of Aboriginal rock art in Kakadu.  

Darwin itself, the capital, is a dynamic and 

growing city in the tropics. Its latitude means that 

there are only two seasons, the wet and the dry, 

both hot. It is very tropical, made more so by the 

beautiful parks and gardens. The Darwin Botanic 

Gardens proved to be one of the highlights of the 

trip.  

 

 
In the Darwin Botanic Gardens 

 

The plants were not just indigenous to the 

Northern Territory, but included many from South 

East Asia, PNG and further afield. The lilly pilly 

from the Tiwi Islands were impressive, with their 

bright red fruit, as were the Malaysian red 

stemmed palms. Two events stand out in the 

history of Darwin: the bombing in WW2 and 

Cyclone Tracey. Each time the city had to recover 

from disaster. 
 

 

 

 
Malaysian palms in the Darwin Botanic Gardens 
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If you have never visited the Northern 

Territory, we strongly recommend that you 

consider it. Mid-winter is a good time, when 

Robertson, however lovely all the year round, 

would not miss you for a bit of warmer weather for 

a while. Be advised that the desert is still very cold 

at night then. 

 

 
Tiwi Islands lilly pilli in fruit 

______________________________________ 

 

Helicia glabriflora: 
 

a short communication by Toby Golson for the 

Robertson Environment Protection Society 

magazine, Eucryphia.        

 

 
Helicia glabriflora flowers 

 

In early January 2014, thanks to Denis 

Wilson, a colleague from the Australian National 

Botanic Gardens (ANBG) and I were able to visit 

two trees of the Proteaceous rainforest species, 

Helicia glabriflora, growing in a roadside 

rainforest remnant to the east of Robertson. The 

ANBG has the largest collection of Australian 

plants growing in one location and I have been the 

custodian of the rainforest section for the last 

fifteen years. Although we had the species growing 

already in sunny Canberra, the plants had come 

from a nursery and therefore lacked the provenance 

information which is intrinsic to their potential 

scientific and conservation value.  

 

 
Helicia buds 

 

The Robertson plants constitute the species’ 

southern limit of distribution and are something of 

an outlier as the nearest known population is north 

of Newcastle at Camden Haven. Further north of 

there, glabriflora reaches its most common and 

best development on the rich volcanic soils of the 

upper Richmond River in northern NSW and it is 

found as far north as Townsville. At my request, 

Denis had collected several seeds from one of the 

plants for us in November 2013 and, given the 

reputed difficulty of germination, we took cuttings 

and more seed from both plants. 

 

 
Helicia fruits 
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Helicia leaves, buds, and flowers 

 

At ANBG, eleven seeds were given no pre-

treatment but sown in a very open mix of 50% 

each of perlite and vermiculite. We had three 

germinants after four months and these have now 

been planted into the garden. Cuttings were treated 

with 4g of the rooting hormone IBA, 24 from one 

plant and 38 from the second. Of these, six struck 

from each batch. These are still in the nursery 

while their new roots develop sufficiently. 

Propagating material was also transferred to 

Booderee and Wollongong Botanic Gardens. 

I would like to thank Denis for his kindness 

in showing us the trees and providing the seed 

which, given the species’ erratic fruiting habit, 

only someone with his interest and keen eye would 

have spotted. The ANBG remains firmly 

committed to the scientific conservation of the 

Australian flora in all its diversity and such 

contributions from ordinary citizens can only make 

our job so much easier and more rewarding. 

 

Photos by Denis Wilson 

 

Editor’s note: 

This species has been seen on only a few sites in 

the region. The one beside Vandenberg Road was 

the only one known until the late Anders Bofeldt 

identified a nearby one on Peter Glass’s property. 

He also found two plants on Knight’s Hill and one 

on what is now the Kennard property. A ranger 

once showed me a large specimen near the path in 

the Minnamurra Rainforest. Some of us are 

growing plants that Anders propagated. There may 

well be other naturally-occurring plants not yet 

noted. Please contact me if you find one. 

_______________________________________ 
 

Book review by Allan Stiles 

 

WHERE SONG BEGAN 
by Tim Low 

Published by Viking in 2014 

$33.00 

While the title alludes to the chapter on the 

origin of songbirds being Australia, this highly 

readable account of Australian birds has much 

more fascinating detail on some recent findings 

about our avian population, particularly those 

employing DNA analysis to find relationships 

between groups as well as their evolutionary 

development and origins. Placing local birds in a 

world context reveals much that other accounts 

may overlook. Low’s work as a bio-geographer is 

impressive and his text is readable by all, not just 

twitchers. 

Of special interest are the relationships 

between our birds and plants, many of which 

depend on birds to distribute their seeds. In 

particular it is stated that, after the aridity during 

the ice-ages when rainforest vegetation in Australia 

retreated to a few refuge sites sheltered from 

desiccating winds and in moister conditions, many 

species were redistributed to their present sites by 

birds. Some were, of course, distributed by wind, 

mammals, and other means. Particularly notable is 

the hypothesis that there once must have been a 

type of cassowary in NSW which spread the large 

fruits of certain rainforest trees that now are very 

restricted in range because of the absence of a 

suitable carrier agent. Were they eliminated by 

early man or were they the victims of changes in 

climate? 

All this raised questions in my mind about 

the rainforests in our district which we all admire 

and enjoy. Philip Kodela’s research into fossil 

pollens in the Wingecarribee Swamp revealed an 

alternation of rainforest and drier vegetation in past 

times. Where were the refuges where the rainforest 

species survived and which earlier species were 

eliminated? Would there be a greater number of 

species here now if appropriate agents for seed 

dispersal were present? 

Also fascinating is the evidence presented 

of the Australian floras that originated in 

Gondwana and also from Asia, contradicting some 

widely held understandings. 
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Clancy@theoverflow 

I had written him a text  

Which I'd sent, hoping the next 

Time he came in mobile coverage 

He'd have time to say hello. 

But I'd heard he'd lost his iPhone, 

So I emailed him from my phone, 

Just addressed, on spec, as follows: 

clancy@theoverflow 

And the answer redirected   

Wasn't quite what I'd expected 

And it wasn't from the shearing mate 

Who'd answered once before. 

His ISP provider wrote it 

And verbatim I will quote it:  

'This account has been suspended: 

You won't hear from him no more.' 

In my wild erratic fancy 

Visions come to me of Clancy: 

Out of reach of mobile coverage 

Where the Western rivers flow. 

Instead of tapping on the small screen, 

He'd be camping by the tall green 

River gums a pleasure 

That the town folk never know.  

Well, the bush has friends to meet him 

But the rest of us can't greet him: 

Out there, even Telstra's network 

Doesn't give you any bars. 

He can't blog the vision splendid 

Of the sunlit plains extended 

Or tweet the wondrous glory  

Of the everlasting stars. 

I am sitting at the keyboard 

And I'm too stressed out to be bored 

As I answer all the emails 

By the deadlines they contain 

While my screen fills with promotions 

For 'V1aggra' and strange potions 

And announcements of the million-dollar 

Prizes I can claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

But the looming deadlines haunt me 

And their harrying senders taunt me  

That they need response this evening 

For tomorrow is too late! 

But their texts, too quickly ended, 

Often can't be comprehended 

For their writers have no time to think  

They have no time to wait. 

And I sometimes rather fancy  

That I'd like to trade with Clancy: 

Just set up an email bouncer 

Saying 'Sorry, had to go.' 

While he faced an inbox jamming 

Up with deadlines and with spamming 

As he signed off every message: 

clancy@theoverflow 

 
Joe Wolfe, with apologies to Banjo Patterson  

and his Clancy of the Overflow. 

 
This February is  

Banjo Patterson Month,  

which we here celebrate. 

 

 

And  The Man from Ironbark – guess who? 

 

  

AND A BIT OF FUN  

http://www.phys.unsw.edu.au/STAFF/ACADEMIC/wolfe.html
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/paterson-andrew-barton-banjo-7972
http://www.wallisandmatilda.com.au/clancy-of-the-overflow.shtml
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REPS MEETINGS FOR 2015 

 
Tentative dates for your Diary: 

Friday 13th February 

Friday 10th April 

Friday 12th June 

Friday 14th August 

Saturday October Walk - tba 

Friday 13th November AGM 

 

______________________________________ 

 
HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE 

RESERVE 
 

1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 9:30am till 

noon. Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers 

would be greatly appreciated. Everyone is 

welcome.  

Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or  

NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253. 

_______________________________________ 

 

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES 

 
Last Saturday of each month 

February Sat 28
th

 and March Sat 28th 
 

9:30am onwards, subject to the weather. 

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.  

Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.  We have tools 

available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang 

Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in 

Hampden Park.  

Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or  

Leon Hall 4888 2222. 
 

 

Wingecarribee Council supports the 

Caalang Creek working bees 
 

Bushcare is a program that integrates the 

community with the management of bushland. 

Members of the community are welcome to play 

an active role in bushland rehabilitation and assist 

Council with management issues related to the  

reserves. 
 

Can you help? 

 

 

REMINDER  REPS  MEMBERSHIP 
 

If you have received a REPS membership renewal 

form, our records show that your REPS 

membership fees are now overdue. Membership is 

from November to November and we are looking 

forward to another great year. If you are not yet a 

member, please consider becoming one. 

Helen Tranter  ph.4885 1394 

 

 

CONTACT REPS 
 

Those who are interested in supporting our aims 

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote 

the preservation and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment. We welcome contact with 

individuals and other community groups. For 

further information and subscriptions please 

contact: 

President, Peter Glass on 4885 1921, 

Vice-President, David Mee on 4885 1483,  

or write to REPS at PO Box 3045, Robertson, 

NSW 2577. 

 

 

 

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,  

Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes, at 

stilesaljen@bigpond.com . 

 

 

Visit the REPS website 

www.reps.org.au 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.  

Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper. 
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