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REPS Meeting 
Friday 13th February at 7:30pm 
at the Robertson Community Centre 

 
‘Observations of birds in 
slides and video’ 
A Talk by Geoffrey Dabb 
 

Geoffrey Dabb belongs to the class of 

bird watchers whose interest began at 

the young age of about 10 (in his case, in about 1948 

around his home town of Geelong, Victoria).  
 

Since then, Geoffrey has watched, photographed and 

videoed birds as a recreational pursuit on all continents.  

From 1962 he lived for 17 years in Port Moresby, where he 

was a foundation member of the New Guinea Bird Society.  

Since 1980 he has been based in Canberra and is an active 

member of the Canberra Ornithologists Group.   
 

Geoffrey’s first attempt at videoing birds came in 1990 

when he came across a huge flock of budgerigars feeding 

by a highway in inland Australia.  He videoed the scene 

using a basic camcorder.  He still has the rather low-grade 

footage of those hundreds of tiny wings throbbing close at 

hand, then retreating abruptly as the flock swirls away into 

a distant yellow-green cloud. 
 

When he retired from full-time work in 2002, Geoffrey took 

up videoing bird behaviour more systematically.  As well as 

showing his edited videos to bird clubs and seminar groups 

he has also made some videos available for scientific and 

educational purposes.  In 2004 one of his bird videos won a 

national video competition. 

 

 
 

Geoffrey recommends the format of video for “explaining” 

about birds to groups such as REPS.   He says: “I find video 

a useful medium for capturing bird behaviour, (which is)  

not (necessarily) achieved by the enormous number of still 

images that are now available.”  

Come along to the talk and share Geoffrey’s insights into 

bird behaviour through viewing his fascinating pictures and 

videos. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glossy Black Cockatoos  -  G.Dabb 

Eucryphia reaches 100th edition! 

Upcoming Events 
Sat 31

st
 January - Caalang Creek Working Bee – 9:00am Caalang Creek    see page 7 

Fri.13
th

 February – REPS Public Meeting 7.30pm, Robertson Community Centre  

Wed 18
th

 February NPA,Fran Bodkin (Local Aboriginal Elder and Botanist), Aboriginal uses of local native

  plants, CWA Hall, Moss Vale, 7.30pm   see page 6 

Fri 27
th

 February – CANWin, Paul Tranter (UNSW and Australian Defence Academy), Making the best of 

Peak Oil, Mittagong Playhouse Theatre, 7.30pm   see page 6 

Sat 28
th

 
 
February – Big Mulch Move - Caalang Creek Working Bee – 9:00am Caalang Creek  see page 7 

NPA Bushwalks – 1,7,14,15,21,22,28,29 March, 4,5,10,12,19 April     see page 6 
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The following article was published in the first edition 

of Eucryphia. 
 

THE FORMATION OF THE SOCIETY 
 

Following several discussions during the year it was 

decided to form an association with the aim of 

promoting the protection and enhancement of the 

Robertson environment, the initial committee meetings 

being held on 2
nd

 September, 24
th

 September and 9
th

 

October at which the name and aims were discussed, 

incorporation and registration under the Charities Act 

arranged and the first public meeting planned. 

This took place in the Community Hall on Tuesday, 

13
th

 November at 7.30 pm. and was well attended.  

There were displays and talks by Helen Tranter 

(rainforest plants),Robyn Williams (recycling and 

energy conservation), Maarten de Ligt (RTA roadside 

bush regeneration) and Allan Stiles (an historical 

perspective of the district). 

The president outlined the activities of the committee 

to date and the constitution and books of minutes of 

meetings and accounts were tabled. 

Proposed activities for the association included: further 

meetings with guest speakers and displays, weed 

eradication in the Nature Reserve by permission of 

NPWS, forest regeneration of the land adjacent to the 

hockey field, field trips to identify plants in rainforest 

remnants, the publication of educational material and a 

display at the Robertson Show. 

Several speakers expressed their concern about 

environmental issues such as overpopulation, 

rainforest clearing, recycling and pollution.  The view 

was stated that, while the society was a forum for the 

expression of these legitimate concerns, it should be a 

non-confrontationist group, there being polite yet 

effective ways of pursuing its aims and that the society 

should act for and behalf of the community. 

Several new members were enlisted and supper was 

served. 

The 1990/91 Committee 

President and Journal Editor: Allan Stiles, 

Vice –President: David Tranter, Secretary: Helen 

Tranter, Treasurer: Robyn Williams, Ordinary 

members: Beth Boughton, Keith Halfhide, Robert and 

Sheila McInnes, Jenette Stiles, Greg Stone, Hope 

Waters. 

 

The first issue, in December 1990, also contained the 

text of 2 talks from the inaugural meeting.  They were 

“Energy and Resource Conservation and other issues” 

given by Robyn Williams and “The Robertson 

Rainforests: an Historical Perspective” given by Allan 

Stiles.  H.T. 

 

A Brief REPS History 
by Helen Tranter 
 

From the start a regular talks program was set up and 

issues of Eucryphia printed.  While plans were made 

for a book about the local rainforest vegetation tree 

planting continued at several sites as well as weeding 

in the Nature Reserve.  A ‘Save the Bush’ grant in 

1992 allowed this book to be launched and distributed 

in early 1993.  Meanwhile, other members were 

retrofitting the Community Centre to make it more 

energy efficient and producing the book ‘A House for 

All Seasons’ which was given out in August 1993.  

With Council support ‘The Wingecarribee Tree Book’ 

was prepared and launched in April 1995.  A project to 

get funds for several property owners to fence in their 

rainforest patches was successful and displays on this 

and recycling issues were part of the Robertson Show 

for a number of years.  REPS worked extensively with 

Council on the preparation of a Village Plan and a 

brochure ‘Living in a Rural Village’ was printed and 

distributed at this time.  A Recycling Bay was also set 

up.  Concerns about the peat mining in Wingecarribee 

Swamp saw a Wetlands Information Day and 

participation in the lengthy Mining Warden’s Inquiry 

was followed by lobbying for protection of the Swamp 

and protesting at the eventual collapse.  Caalang Creek 

has always been an interest with an ongoing program 

of replanting particularly in the Bush Park area.  A 

Streamwatch program ran for several years.  Pinkwood 

Park was gradually established and a group of 

members undertook the clearing of the station grounds 

and restoring the heritage railway station.  In August 

2005 REPS won Gold in the Bushcare Nature 

Conservation category of the NSW Landcare Awards.  

Most recently, of course, much time and effort has 

been put into the fight to stop the Borefield project at 

Kangaloon. 

This is just some of the Society’s history for this 100
th

 

issue of Eucryphia.  In 2010 the Society will be 20 

years old and there are plans for a more comprehensive 

history to be prepared before then with plenty of 

members contributing. 
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President’s Report 
by Leon Hall 
 

The 100th Edition is a great milestone for our Society. This 

is mainly due to the hard work of our past and present 

editors.  This voluntary job of editor involves nearly all 

aspects of producing the newsletter and is greatly 

appreciated.  The editors from 1990 to 2008 are listed 

below. 
 

Eucryphia Editors 

•   1-23: Allan Stiles  

• 24-49: Steve Douglas  

• 50-65: Christine Godden  

• 66-87: Lyndon Stanley  

• 88-93: Lynn Stevenson  

• 94-99: Monica Engel & Sheila McInnes 

The “Eucryphia” has produced and disseminated a huge 

amount of important and useful information over the years 

and recent editions can be viewed from our website.  

Another important use of the newsletter is to advertise our 

talks. 
 

This is the 2
nd

 great milestone for REPS with over 100 talks 

presented, which are listed in this edition (see insert).  Upon 

reading through these subjects and speakers it becomes 

evident of the high calibre of talks and interesting issues 

presented over the years.  This is mainly due to the work of 

David Tranter, a founding member, but also due to a large 

number of other people who have organised talks of great 

value.  You may remember more of some of the talks that 

have interested you upon reading the list. 
 

A main thank you, from the Society, is to the people who 

have presented talks, freely, and with great knowledge, 

enlightening us with new information and expanding our 

understanding. 

Thank you for supporting the Society by being a member, 

the committee and I wish you a happy and fruitful new 

year. 
 

REPS Presidents 
 

• 1990 – 1993 Allan Stiles 

• 1994 – 1997 Steve Douglas 

• 1998 – 1999 Helen Tranter 

• 2000 – 2002 Bob McInnes 

• 2003 – 2008 Leon Hall 
 

Review 
David Ellyard’s talk, November 08 
by Jane Maxwell 
 

In November 2008 REPS members were delighted to 

welcome David Ellyard, author, TV and radio 

producer/presenter, government advisor, university lecturer,  
 

 

researcher and astronomer to present a talk “The Cosmic 

Context - Our Place In The Universe”.  
 

David’s intent was to show us not only our physical place in 

the cosmos but, through the history of astronomy and 

evolution, highlight our psychological place in the cosmos.  
 

As a fitting start he pointed out that in November 2009, just 

one year away, 400 years will have passed since Galileo 

first used a telescope to view the night sky. He saw craters 

and mountains on the surface of the moon, plotted the 

phases of Venus, identified four moons orbiting Jupiter and 

looked on the face of the sun and saw sunspots.  At that 

time in man’s psyche the earth and man himself stood at the 

centre of the universe and had done so since man had first 

looked at the heavens.  
 

A huge change was about to begin expanding our horizons 

physically, mentally and psychologically, culminating in 

space exploration and the concept of “Spaceship Earth”.  
 

David explained that, in the history of man, the heavens had 

played a central role.  References to the heavenly bodies 

which were thought to be, among other things, holes in the 

firmament, living creatures, gods or fires, can be found in 

any number of tales.  For example:  though not identified as 

such, the planets of our solar system were known due to 

their orbits, as the wandering stars.  Seven planets can be 

seen with the naked eye.  In addition it takes 7 days for the 

moon to go through its 7 phases.  Lo and behold the number 

7 crops up with uncanny regularity.  During the talk the 

audience came up with quite a few in a very short time: 7 

days in a week, 7 seas, 7 virtues, 7 deadly sins, 7 days of 

creation, 7 dwarves, 7 in one blow, 7 league boots, 7 years 

of plenty followed by 7 years of famine, 7 plagues, 7 

chakras.  
 

Twelve (12), a celestial number relating to the number of 

full moons in a year, also features in our cultural identities 

being the number of apostles, men in a jury, a dozen, days 

of Christmas, Tribes of Israel, gods of Olympus, signs of 

the zodiac, and inches in a foot. In addition ‘once in a blue 

moon’ relates to the rare occurrence of 2 full moons in a 

month or 13 in the year.  
 

The history of astronomy begins with stories such as Orion 

that are illustrated in the stars:  Orion the hunter fights 

Taurus the bull, with his two dogs and a hare under his feet.  

He is killed by a scorpion which rises as the Orion 

constellation sets and vice versa.  All over the world tales 

are told that show humans interacting with the stars and 

looking to the heavens to find lessons about our future and 

our fate.  Indeed the desire to know the wisdom of the stars, 

‘Astrology’ was the initial driving force of the fledgling 

science of astronomy. 
 

David outlined the terrible blow to human pride that 

occurred when the earth was demoted from the centre of the 

universe 400 years ago and, adding insult to injury, the 

relegation of the perfect sun to nothing more than a local 

star similar to countless thousands of others and blemished  
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by spots.  He drew our attention to the way that these 

changes in perception have incorporated us into the 

universe and how we humans are in fact made of star dust 

flung about the universe by supernova. 
 

Returning to astronomy David focused on our galaxy.  He 

identified one of the Southern Cross’s pointers, Alpha 

Centauri (sun like), as the next closest star, four years away, 

if you travel at the speed of light (300,000 km / second)!  

The word galaxy means milk and our galaxy the Milky 

Way was at one time thought to be milk from the breast of 

the sky god leaking out across the heavens.  We now know 

its spread is 100,000 light years across.  Earth’s place in this 

mighty spinning disc of at least 2 hundred billion (short 

scale) stars is, as David put it, in the boondocks, forty 

thousand light years from the centre. 
 

At this point we, the audience, began to feel distinctly 

insignificant.  Speaking for myself, the next few figures that 

David quoted seemed to make me virtually disappear, 

reminding me of a childhood nightmare where I shrank to 

the size of a dust mote and blew away.  Andromeda the 

nearest galaxy to ours is 3 million light years away (we see 

it now as it looked before the evolution of homo sapiens).  

 

Light from the galaxies in Virgo left 50 million years ago 

and in the darkest part of the sky are 1000 galaxies whose 

light has been travelling towards us for 10 billion light 

years (twice as long as the earth has existed).  
 

Now that we were all suitably humbled, David switched 

back to our ability to contemplate the universe and our 

place in it.  With 300 stars known to have planets 

discovered over the last 10 years, astronomers are 

postulating that most stars have planets (how many stars 

were there in our galaxy again?) and that, if there are 

planets, there will be life on some of them and that, if there 

is life, there could well be contemplative life.  All that is 

needed are the right circumstances. 
 

David concluded his presentation with a challenging and 

controversial question, for us and any other contemplative 

life that may exist. Did the universe make us so that we 

could worship it, and is that the reason for our existence? 
 

Thank you David Ellyard for a mind expanding evening 

exploring our place in what turns out to be a backyard of 

immense proportions. 

Breaking News:  Kangaloon Sun 
Orchid listed on EPBC Act 
by Denis Wilson 
 

I am delighted to pass on the news that the 

Kangaloon Sun Orchid, a newly described species 

of Orchid, which is known to occur in Butler's 

Swamp, Kangaloon, (near Robertson) has been 

accepted by the Federal Minister for Environment, 

the Hon Peter Garrett MP, for listing under the 

Federal environment legislation for protection - the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999.  It is classed as "Critically 

Endangered". 
 

The earliest records for this species are old records 

from Stockyard Swamp, and from the Wildes 

Meadow Swamp, (prior to that Swamp being 

flooded to form the Fitzroy Falls reservoir). These 

plants have been studied by members of the 

Illawarra Branch of the Australasian Native Orchid 

Society for many years. 
 

Wildes Meadow Swamp lost 80% of its swamp 

area, when it was flooded in the early 1970s, to 

form the Fitzroy Falls Reservoir, as part of the 

"Shoalhaven Transfers" system, to help supply 

water to Sydney and Wollongong. 
 

Butler's Swamp and Stockyard Swamp are both 

potentially at risk from recent proposals by the  

Sydney Catchment Authority to pump water from 

the Kangaloon Aquifer.  Although Mr Rees, then the 

Minister for Water, declared last year that the 

Kangaloon Aquifer proposal was to be "put on 

hold", the SCA is still preparing to get the Minister 

for Planning to grant Development Approval to the 

proposal - so the threat is still live (even if not 

imminent). 
 

I submitted details of this species for possible listing 

on 9 May, 2007.  I welcome Mr Garrett's decision to 

recognise the risk to this species, and to list it with 

the highest status of protection under the EPBC Act.  

I have been advised by members of the Illawarra 

Native Orchid Society, who have studied this 

species over many years, that there may be as few as 

50 plants of this species in existence.  Only one is 

known to have flowered in 2007 - and this is it. 
 

 
Kangaloon Sun Orchid (Thelymitra kangaloonica) 
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Poetry Corner 

Edited by Jonathan Persse 
 
 
Congratulations, Eucryphia and its editors, past and 

present, on reaching the centenary, a time to look 

before and after.  Here are three early Australian 

poems looking at our broad environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES LISTER CUTHBERTSON  (1851-1910) 
 
      The Bush 
 

Give us from dawn to dark  

 Blue of Australian skies,  

Let there be none to mark  

 Whither our pathway lies.  

 

Give us when noontide comes  

 Rest in the woodland free - 

Fragrant breath of the gums,  

 Cold, sweet scent of the sea.  

 

Give us the wattle's gold  

 And the dew-laden air,  

And the loveliness bold  

 Loneliest landscapes wear.  

 

These are the haunts we love,  

 Glad with enchanted hours,  

Bright as the heavens above,  

 Fresh as the wild bush flowers. 

 

 

 
MARY HANNAY FOOTT   (1846-1918) 

 
      Where  The  Pelican  Builds 

 
The horses were ready, the rails were down,  

But the riders lingered still-  

One had a parting word to say,  

And one had his pipe to fill.  

Then they mounted, one with a granted prayer,  

And one with a grief unguessed.  

"We are going," they said, as they rode away- 

"Where the pelican builds her nest!"  

 

They had told us of pastures wide and green,  

To be sought past the sunset's glow;  

Of rifts in the ranges by opal lit;  

And gold 'neath the river's flow.  

And thirst and hunger were banished words  

When they spoke of that unknown West;  

No drought they dreaded, no flood they feared,  

Where the pelican builds her nest!  

 

The creek at the ford was but fetlock deep  

When we watched them crossing there;  

The rains have replenished it thrice since then,  

And thrice has the rock lain bare.  

But the waters of Hope have flowed and fled,  

And never from blue hill's breast  

Come back-by the sun and the sands devoured 

Where the pelican builds her nest.  
 

HENRY KENDALL  (1841-1882) 
 

The Last of His Tribe 

 
He crouches, and buries his face on his knees,  

 And hides in the dark of his hair;  

For he cannot look up to the storm-smitten trees,  

 Or think of the loneliness there:  

  Of the loss and the loneliness there.  

 

The wallaroos grope through the tufts of the grass,  

 And turn to their covers for fear;  

But he sits in the ashes and lets them pass  

 Where the boomerangs sleep with the spear:  

  With the nullah, the sling, and the spear.  

 

Uloola, behold him! The thunder that breaks  

 On the tops of the rocks with the rain,  

And the wind which drives up with the salt of the lakes,  

 Have made him a hunter again:  

  A hunter and fisher again.  

 

For his eyes have been full with a smouldering thought;  

 But he dreams of the hunts of yore,  

And of foes that he sought, and of fights that he fought  

 With those who will battle no more:  

  Who will go to the battle no more.  

 

It is well that the water which tumbles and fills  

 Goes moaning and moaning along;  

For an echo rolls out from the sides of the hills,  

 And he starts at a wonderful song:  

  At the sounds of a wonderful song.  

 

And he sees, through the rents of the scattering fogs,.  

 The corrobboree warlike and grim,  

And the lubra who sat by the fire on the logs,  

 To watch, like a mourner, for him:  

  Like a mother and mourner, for him.  

 

Will he go in his sleep from these desolate lands,  

 Like a chief, to the rest of his race,  

With the honey-voiced woman who beckons,and stands,  

 And gleams like a Dream in his face – 

  Like a marvellous Dream in his face? 
 



  

 

6 

 

Australia Day Honours 
Congratulations to Jane Lemann who received a medal 

(OAM) in the General Division for services to the 

environment, in particular through the Mt Gibraltar 

Landcare and Bushcare Group, and to the community of 

Wingecarribee Shire. 
 

CANWin 
Friday February 27th  Talk: Dr Paul Tranter,  
UNSW and Australian Defence Academy, Senior Lecturer 

in Social Geography, and Transport Geography.  

Key themes; the major challenges facing society in coming 

decades, particularly those related to “peak oil”; child-

friendly environments and sustainable cities; and promotion 

of active transport through the concept of “effective speed”; 

the hidden benefits of walking. 

7:30 pm Mittagong Playhouse Theatre 

Details: David Tranter  4885 1394 
 

Climate Action Day – A Protest  at 
Parliament House 
A demonstration to support climate action is being held on 

the lawn in front of Parliament House on Tuesday February 

3 starting at 8am.  The intention is to form a human circle 

around Parliament House with as many people dressed in 

red and waving red banners, to indicate urgency. The day 

will include speakers and will include a press conference 

where a demand for real climate action is to be presented. 

You can find out more at the website of Australia's Climate 

Action Summit (http://www.climatesummit.org.au/). 
 

Southern Highlands Branch of the 
National Parks Association 
 

NPA Talk 
On Wednesday, 18

th
 Feburary at 7.30pm Fran Bodkin 

(Aboriginal Elder) will give a talk on the Aboriginal uses of 

local native plants.    Venue: CWA Hall, Moss Vale 

All Welcome.  Supper provided.  Gold coin donation. 
 

Walks-March to April 2008 
If you’re not yet an NPA member, you can come on 

your first couple of walks for free.  After that, you’re 

expected to join the NPA.   

Sunday 1 Mar: Easy 2-3-hour 3-km ramble in Belmore 

Falls Road with local naturalist and photographer Denis 

Wilson. Shore walk on fire trail, then 300 m off-track - 

scrub.  Small waterfall, lovely grotto, plants under over-

hanging ledge, moss, natural rock gardens in creek.  Picnic 

beside creek and waterfall.  Denis Wilson, 4885 2725 

(peonyden@bigpond.com) 
 

Saturday 7 Mar:  Descend via Dimmocks Creek on rough 

track to Bundanoon Creek, then lilo or walk along 

Bundanoon Creek exiting via track to Tooths Lookout.  

11km, ascend/descend 300 m.  Bring a lilo for the lilo 

sections of the creek. Martyn Mordy, 4883 6057 

(mmordy@bigpond.com)  
 

Saturday 14 Mar: Medium-easy day walk in open 

rainforest from Mount Murray to Macquarie Rivulet via 

Clover Hill.  6 km, asc/desc. 500 m.  David Tranter, 4885 

1394 (dh.tranter@bigpond.com) 
 

Sunday 15 Mar: Down Ebbs Pass to Kangaroo River, up 

Stevo’s Track (formerly Missingham Pass).   

Heavy bush on steep slopes, 12 km, ascend/descend 400 m.  

Jim Foran, 4885 1081 (Jim.Foran@ThaiLang.com.au) 
 

Saturday 21 Mar: Walk down Hindmarsh Ridge via 

Keenan’s Pass and admire Devil’s Doorway.   Lookouts 

and rarely visited rainforest.  Some steep and possibly 

slippery off-track sections, 10 km, ascend/descend 300 m.  

Arwen Wilson, 9011 7982 (arwenwilson@hotmail.com) 
 

Sunday 22 Mar: Partly exploratory walk in rough but 

rewarding terrain.  Spectacular waterfall and rainforest, two 

excellent swimming holes.  From top of Gerringong Falls 

downstream to Pensons Falls and a second beautiful pool.   

Exit either via Kangaroo Valley or Budderoo Track, 

possible car shuffle.  Richard Darke, 0402 413 299 

(Richard_darke@yahoo.com.au) 
 

Saturday 28 Mar: Hard day’s bike ride along loop from 

Fitzroy Falls to Kangaroo Valley and back.  Red Hills, Gun 

Rock Creek, Meryla and Griffin’s fire trails, Jack’s Corner 

Road, McPhail’s fire trail, Nowra Road.  45 km, 

ascend/descend 1050 m.  Arwen Wilson, 9011 7982 

(arwenwilson@hotmail.com) 
 

Sunday 29 Mar: Medium-hard day walk: descend The 

Butter Track Pass for lunch at historic Dingledei Hut, return 

via Caloola Pass or by pre-arranged car.  Steep, on and off 

track, 10 km, ascend/descend 600 m.   Rose Kluve, 4885 

1529 (rose@rosekluve.com) 
 

Saturday 4 Apr: Easy-medium ¾-day walk to Len 

Hainke’s “special place”, a miniature sandstone canyon and 

large rocks flung mysteriously from above, plus views into 

Yarrawa Creek and Kangaroo Valley.  8 km, asc./ descend 

350 m, steep road plus off-track.  Len Hainke, 4869 1040 
 

Sunday 5 Apr: Easy 2-3-hour ramble with local naturalist 

and photographer Denis Wilson along level Fitzroy Falls 

East Rim track, and see fauna and flora through his eyes 

and ears.   5 km, ascend/descend 0 m.   Denis Wilson, 4885 

2725 (peonyden@bigpond.com) 
 

Friday 10 Apr: Starlights Track Circuit Walk: 

Contact Joan Lowe, 4861 2996 (joan.lowe@bigpond.com), 

by Wed 8 Apr. 
 

Sunday 12 Apr: Hard, exploratory, mostly off-track, down 

Ulrich’s Pass to Brogers Creek. Jim Foran, 4885 1081 

(Jim.Foran@ThaiLang.com.au) 
 

Sunday 19 Apr: High Range to Russells Needle, Keith 

Williams 48693987(keith.Williams@environment.nsw.gov.au) 
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Reminder REPS Membership Renewals 
Now Overdue 
If you have received another REPS Membership 

renewal form with this Eucryphia, our records show 

that your REPS Membership fees are now overdue. 

     Please return membership fees to: 

REPS, PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577 

 

Caalang Creek Working Bee 
Saturday 31

st
 January 

Preparatory weeding etc for The Big Mulch Move. 

9:00 am. Meet at Community Centre. 

 

The Big Mulch Move - Caalang Creek 
Saturday 28th January - 9am – 12 noon 
 

Come along and help spread some piles of mulch in 

Hampden Park, to beautify and maintain this local 

public area in Robertson.  Bring a wheel barrow, 

shovel or rake etc. or just bring yourself. You may 

need gloves, and water. Starts at 9am, near the 

walking bridge, north east end of the park.  All 

Welcome.  Any queries, Steve Douglas 42714957 or 

Leon Hall 48882222. 
 

 Help Care for Our Nature Reserve 
1st Wednesday of each month 10:00am to noon  
 

All welcome. Please bring garden gloves. For further 

information, phone Helen: 4885-1394 

 

Request for Book Reviews 
We would like to include book reviews by members 

in future editions of Eucryphia.  Please email or mail 

your reviews of books with an environmental theme 

to our editing team. 
 

Corrigendum 
by Jim Foran 
 

In a recent Eucryphia (#96), Tegyn Angel (that’s his 

real name) delightfully described a walk up and down 

Denners Pass and McAndrews Gap.  However, Tegyn 

omitted crediting the real re-discoverer of Denners 

Pass, Sam Demuth.  All who went on the walk 

realised that, without Sam, they never would have 

found Denners Pass and wish to thank him, heartily if 

belatedly. 

 

REPS Meetings for 2009 
Please make a note in your diary of the following 

dates for this year’s REPS Public Meetings. 

These meetings will include a talk that will be 

publicised in the Eucryphia prior to each meeting 

Friday 13
th

 February 

Friday 3
rd

 April  (changed date because of Easter) 

Friday 12
th

 June 

Friday 14
th

 August 

Friday 13
th

 November (Annual General Meeting) 

Friday 11
th

 December (Christmas Party) 
 

REPS Committee List 2009 
President – Leon Hall 

Vice President – Jill Keft 

Secretary – Lynn Stevenson 

Treasurer – Anne Wilson 

Committee Members – Denis Wilson, Helen Tranter, 

David Mee, Peter Glass, Monica Engel, Chris 

Stevenson, David Tranter 

Public Officer and Publicity Officer – Helen Tranter 

Talks Convenor – David Tranter 

Eucryphia Editors – Monica Engel, Sheila McInnes 

Supper Convenor – Jane Maxwell 

Caalang Creek Project Group – Steve Douglas 

Contact REPS 

All those who are interested in supporting our aim are 

welcome to join REPS.  Our aim is to promote the 

preservation and enhancement of the Robertson 

environment.  We welcome contact with individuals 

and other community groups. 

Please contact The Secretary – Lynn Stevenson  

PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577  

or President – Leon Hall on 4888 2222 
 

Also, we are always looking for new contributions to 

Eucryphia.  If you have an essay, article, poem or 

photograph that you want to share with other REPS 

members please contact Monica Engel.  

Telephone: 4885 2665 

Or email: monicaengel@robertsonctc.org.au  

All contributions will be most welcome. 
 

www.reps.org.au 
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