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Next Meeting
Friday 1lth February at7:30pm
at the Robertson Community Centre

Tree Planting
in the Southern Highlands
A talk by John Stowar

John Stowar, one of our long-standing REPS
members, will give the first talk for 2005 on the
subject of "Tree Planting in the Southern
Highlands". John is a self described "incorrigible
and unrepentant tree planter" who along with his
wife, Anne, has spent the last 20 years planting a

wide variety of trees on their "Springcroft" properry
on Mt Murray. This includes a wide selection of
exotics, natives and fruit trees.

The talk will include a description of the varieties
that were planted as well as the relative ease of
establishment and subsequent performance.
John will share his successes and failures and his
time proven techniques that he employs to ensure his
trees reach maturity.

This talk will be an interesting follow-on from the

"starting From Scratch" talk that was given by Steve

Douglas in October 2004, Steve and Dennice also

began their planting around 20 years ago and so it
will be interesting to compare and contrast their
experience with that of John and Anne.

All are welcome - please bring friends and
family. A light supper will be provided.
Entry with a gold coin donation. .

REPS Membership Renewals
Reminder --\

REPS Members are reminded that
Membership Renervals now overclue. If your
E,ucryphia has a colourecl sticker adhered to the
front page then please be aware that olrr
records show that yolrr annual RtrPS
Membership Subscription has not been paid.

If yor-r have already renewed yolrr membership
please ignore this reminder, otherwise'would
yolr kindly fill in the Membership Renewal
forms (included with the last Eucryphia) and

post it together with your Membership fees to:

Robertson Environment Protection Society
PO Box 45,
Robertson NSW 2577
Your ongoing support is much appreciated.

Upcoming Events
Tue. 1't February - Aboriginal Rock Art in the Illawarra & Sthn Highlands, 7:30pm, CWA Moss Vale

Sun 6th February - Minnamurra S.ainforest Visit, 10:30am, Visitor Centre Minnamurra Rainforest

Fri. 1lth February - REPS Meeting with Tree Planting in the Southern Highlands Talk
7:30pm, Robertson CommunitY Centre

Sun 13ft February - Robertson-Moss Vale Train Trip, 1:00pm Robertson Heritage Railway Station

It



Our Changing Coastl ines
Report by Denis Wilson

Our guest speaker for the November meeting was Dr
Colin Woodro.ffe, from the University of
Wollongong's School of Earth and Environmental
Sciences. His talk
corlmenced with a

discussion of the
patterns of siltation
in the coastal lakes
and estuaries of the
Illawarra coastline.
He then moved to
discussing how on
the local NSW
coast, sand tends to
move northwards
along particular
beaches, and more
generally, it ought
be recognised that along most of the coast of NSw,
currents in the oceans tend to carry sand northwards.

He then addressed the geological record for siltation
of the Shoalhaven River over the last 7000 years. He
said that the record indicates that sea levels had been
much lower, historically, but that having risen to
about the current level 6000 years &go, they had
apparently remained relatively stable since then. In
response to a questior, on the impact of European
settlement (land clearitrg, introduction of large, hard-
hoofed herbivores, and over-grazing), he said that
the data on which he works tends to be useful for
measuring changes over large periods of time. As a
result, he could not comment on any changes in the
rate or composition of silt deposits in the
Shoalhaven River estuary.

Dr Woodroffe then spoke about the process of
formation of coral atolls, especially with reference to
the Cocos Islands. He attributed to Charles Darwin
the first recognition of how coral reefs form around
seamounts, and volcanic islands. Dr Woodroffe then
spoke briefly about records relating to sea level
heights on the Cocos Islands, which appeared to
indicate that the levels are rising, &s we might have
assumed from the coverage of this topic by the
media. He then refered to the fact that certain sea-

level monitoring sites are rising and others appear to
be falling. These divergent records probably are due
to the location of these monitoring points on

landmasses (including islands), which are subject to
movement, such as subsidence due to tectonic plate
shifts. Certain points are on plates that are being
forced downwards into deeper waters as the plates
shift, whereas other points may be either static or
being lifted.

Although these cofilments were of interest to the
audience, I have to report my sense of
disappointment that Dr Woodroffe did everything
but confirm the prevailing theories of global
warning leading to rising sea levels. In fairness, that
probably reflects his scientific training to report the
facts' 

*****

Since the time of his talk, the world has seen the
powerful effect of Tsunamis, triggered by amajor
earthquake of 26 December 2004. This occurred
close to a densely populated zone off the coast of
Sumatra, with resultant devastating effects on human
populations living close to the Indian Ocean,
especially in Indonesia, Thailand, Burma,India, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and the east coast of Africa.

This is pertinent to the discussion of sea level
changes, for since the Earthquake , ithas been
reported that Indian Government surveyors "were
lookin g at the boundaries of the archipelago, which
comprise 500-plus tropical islands across 3,2A0
square miles in the southern reaches of the Bay of
Bengal. They will find out whether whole
landmasses have tilted, or shifted, or split. ... Our
researchers are going to make long studies at control
points all along the area," India's Surveyor-General
P. Nag told The Associated Press. The tsunami that
smashed Asian and African coastlines on Dec.26
has severely damaged parts of the archipelago, with
some islands breaking up, landmasses tilting and
underwater coral reefs emerging above the sea,

witnesses say. Indira Point, the farthest tip of the
Indian Territory may have just completely
disappeared, s?y afiny surveyors and survivors. .....
There have'been great changes in the coastline,
especially in the Nicobar group of islands,"
(Associated Press - 5 January 2005.)

It is interesting to note that the Nicobar Islands were
discussed at the conclusion of Dr Woodroffe's talk,
following a question from the floor, from Dr David
Tranter.



REPS Committee Members
The following table lists the people elected at last
year' s AGM to stand on the 2005 REPS Committee.

Position Office Bearer
President Leon Hall
Vice-President Sandy Morse

Treasurer Anne Wilson
Secretary Beth Boughton

General Committee 1 Joe Petre

General Committee 2 Denis Wilson

General Committee 3 Helen Tranter
Publicity Officer David Tranter

Eucryphia Editor Lyndon Stanley
Talks Convenor Beth Boughton

Librarian Lyndon Stanley
Supper Convenor Helen Tranter

Public Officer Helen Tranter

New Recruit for local Landcare
From Southern Highland News (1l11n004l
Wingecarribee and Wollondilly Shire environment
protection groups have now an extra set of hands on
board followirg the appointment of new loca1

Landc are co-ordinator Kristy Bewter.

Employed by the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment
Management Authority, Ms Bewter replaces current
co-ordinator Geoff O'Connor who is moving into a
more regional role with the Catchment Authority.
Ms Bewter will be based at the Catchment
Authority's Moss Vale office, but will also work out
of the Environment Resource Centre office in Picton
once a week to be more accessible to Wollondily
Shire environment groups.

Ms Bewter is on hand to provide assistance to
existing groups who have an environmental focus,
and is also keen to hear from people interested in
becoming involved with Landcare and Bushcare
activities.

Having spent the last few years in Central Western
NSW devising land management tools to address

land degradation issues, Ms Bewter said she was
Iooking forward to the new challenge of helping
preserve the Southern Highlands environment.

"The magnitude and variety of projects being
undertaken by Landcare and Bushc are groups
throughout the shires is exception al" she said. "I am
looking forward to helping all groups expand and
develop their projects throughout the region". Ms
Bewter can be contacted at the Hawkesbury-Nepean
Catchment Management Authority offices on
telephone 486837 44.

Poetry Corner
From earliest times, man has been inspired by
Nature and the environment to creative expression -
in painting, in rock carvirg, in music and song, in
architecture and landsc ape design, in poetry. This is
still true today, and in the poetry of William
Wordsworth, Robert Frost, Judith Wright and
countless others, we are given insights into man and
the environment through the eyes and heart of an
artist.

Many of us might have a few favourite environment-
related poeffiS, perhaps first read at school, and
maybe learned by heart. Some of us might write
poetry about the environment, which we would like
to share with others. If that is so, Eucryphia proposes
to devote space in each issue to such poetry. Its
success will depend on the contributions of REPS
members. So please send your contributions, either
poems you have read, or written, or both, to
Jonathan Persse at Sallyhill, McGrath's Road
BurrawangZ577. Jonathan has kindly volunteered to
be the Eucryphia Poetry Editor.

Ruinforest - by Judittr Wright
(from Phantom Dwelltng A&R, 1985)

The forest drips and glows wtth green.
The tree-frog croaks his far-off song.
His votce is sttllness, moss and ratn

drunk -fro* the forest ages long.

We cannot understand that call
unless we move into his dream,
where all is one and one is all

and fi"og and python are the same.

We with our quick dividing eyes

measure, distinguish and are gone.

The forest burns, the tree{rog dies,
yet one is all and all are one.



Gerri ngong Falls Bushwalk
By Denis Wilson

In conjunction with the Robertson Spring Festival,
the Community Technology Centre (CTC)
conducted a photo competition with a theme of
"Seasons in Robertson". Amongst the photographs
on display was one taken by Penny Osterhaus,
featuring a natural rock pool at the base of
Gerringong Falls. This excellent
photograph attracted my interest. Local
resident and keen bushwalker, Jim Foran
later mentioned that he knew the way down
to these faIls, so, in the first week of
January 2005, Jim led a small party,on a
walk across some private propetry, and
then through the northern corner of the
Budderoo National Park.

Gerringong Falls is a little known waterfall
at the head of a naffow valley, which runs
out to join the Kangaroo Valley. The falls
take their narne from alocal creek that rises
at the southern side of Knights HilI, and
which then flows across the Budderoo
Plateau. These Falls have nothing to do
with the coastal village of Gerringong,
south of Kiarna.

The country above the falls is very similar
to that of the better-known Barren Grounds
Nature Reserve, which is adjacent to the
Budderoo Plateau. Part of this country was
burnt out in a wildfire, which occurred
approximately 2 years ago, following a

thunderstorm in the local area. Dead Hakea
and Banksia shrubs dominate the shrubbery
in the burnt out area. However, it is
comforting to see a very healthy
regeneration of seedlings underneath the
dead shrubs.

Once we had passed Ger:ringong Creek, we left the
fire trail which we had been following, and walked
through some dense burnt-out scrub, and headed to
the local edge of the escarpment. At the point where
we started our descent, a ledge of sandstone
confronted us. There is a small crevice between 2
large rocks, and we had to lower ourselves, one at a

time, through a hole between several rocks at the top
of this crevice. Then we had to descend about 3
metres, by climbing down along the edge of a

narrow rock that is wedged within this crevice.
Small rough points on the edge of this rock serve as

toeholds, allowing one to climb down over this
narrow rock.

The next part of the walk is through tall Eucalypt
and Casuarina forest, with very many Waratahs in
the sparse understorey. This section of the forest had

Photo: Penny Osterhaus (courtesy of CTC Robertson)

also been burnt, and it was apparent that the
Waratahs had flowered very well last Spring. I felt
sad that I had missed seeing them in flower.

Next, we traversed a steeply sloping shelf, for
approximately 1 kilometre, until we came close to
the end of the valley. Here we were within a
moderately dense rainforest, dominated by

..l i



Coachwood, Li11yPilly, Sassafras and Callicoma
trees. It was apparent from the roar that we were
very close to the falls. Large rocks were strewn
along the forest floor, and vines were growing
through the trees, to the canopy above.
Scrambling over a ridge of rock, and turnin g a
corner, we beheld a silvery stream of beads of water
cascading over the rock face above uS, and crashing
into a deep pool at the foot of the falls. The geology
of the valley is noticeably different here from
anything we had seen elsewhere on our walk.
Immediately behind the falls, there is a layer about
10 metres high, which is formed of a different kind
of rock from the sandstone cliffs. This is a shallow
layer of brown shale. The constant spray of water
has caused the shale to disintegrate into tiny slivers
of sharp rock. The overall result is that alarge semi-
circular cavern has been carved back into the cliff
leaving an overhanging bluff of solid sandstone.

At the base of the falls is a large, deep pool. Here the
rock layers are once agaLq sandstone. But these

rocks have cracked and broken along geometric
lines. The result is that the pool has a series of
square-edged ledges, each progressively deeper,
around its edge, before it drops away suddenly, to a
very deep pool. The strangely squared-off pool
reminded me of a diving pool in an old-fashioned
municipal Public Baths, from the 1920 era.

At this point in the narrow valley, cliffs tower above
you, in an arc of about270 degrees. The only open
side is downstream, through a steep, narrow valley,
strewn with huge angular boulders, which have

obviously crashed from the cliffs above. The valley
floor, through which the creek flows to join the
Kangaroo River, is ciothed in tall, dark rainforest
trees. Gerringong Falls have a spectacular flow of
water crashing down from a glistening rock-face,
directly above the pool. The total drop of the falls is
about 70 metres. The water pours over the lip of the

cliff above, plummets over a series of near-vertical
rock faces, before it reaches the upper lip of the

cavern, where it free-falls the last 3 0 metres or so,

directly into the pool below.

I mentioned that the pool reminded me of an old-
fashioned municipal baths. That impression was

heightened when we all took a very brief dip in the

pool. Clearly, this pool was designed before the era
of heated pools. 'We did recover, slo*ly, from the

shock of swimming in such astonishingly cold

water. Arl hour later, I had the opportunity to wade
in the creek, directly above the falls, a mere 90
metres above, but separated, seemingly, by huge
geological eras. Up there, the water was warm,
almost tepid, &S it slowly flowed across shallow beds
of sandstone rock, which are warned by the sun.
However, deep in the narow valley below, even at
mid-surlmer, the sun only shines on the deep pool
for several hours per day. So presumably, it is the
ambient temperature of the massive sheets of rock,
which surround the pool, which determines the
water temperature.

I wish to thank Jim Foran and my companions for a
most pleasant excursion. My visit to Gerringong
Falls was a truly memorable experience.

Free Community Workshop
Are you a recent arrival to the rural scen e? Or
perhaps you are thinking of purchasing a rural
block and you're not sure just what you are
getting yourself into?

A FREE community workshop will be run in
February 2005 to look at those issues relevant to
sustainable living in a rural setting. This project has

been funded by the NSW Government's 'Our
Environment - It's q Living Thing' program and is
supported by Council's Environment Levy.

Officers from various government departments with
specialities in different aspects of rural living will be

available on the day to provide information and
answer questions on topics including:

weeds and their management;

soils and soil improvement;

landholder incentive programs ;

feral animals and their control '

chemical use and management; and

o water issues including dam construction and
groundwater extraction.

Dates and venues are yet to be finalised but if you
think you may be interested in attending this
workshop keep an eye on the local papers early next
year for more information or call Council's
Environment & Health Branch on 4868 0860.

o
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Wco- mitteeruews Wa"tp Required Wevents Wn"- inders

Abori ginal Rock Art ln The
lllawarra & Southern Highlands
Tuesday 1't February at 7:30pm
CWA Hall, Ehzabeth St., Moss Vale.
Christian Hampson, Department of Environment
and Conservation will be addressing the National
Parks Association (NPA), Southern Highlands
Branch. Everyone invited.
Donations to cover speaker's expenses welcome.

Minnam u rra Rainforest Visit
with Australian Plants Society

SundEy, 6th February
Visit to Minnamurra Rainforest. Meet at Visitor
Centre at 10:30am. Normal entrance fees apply.
Contact Helen Tranter for further details on
telephone number 4885 1394.

Robertson-Moss Vale Train Tri p
Sunday 13th February & Sunday 13th March
Tickets from Robertson Railway Station on the
day.Departs 1 :00pm - Returns 3:00pm

Gaalang Creek Properties
Does your property border Caalang Creek?
Do you need assistance in controlling weeds or
planting appropriate local species?

What about beautiffing and stabilising your creek
bank?
Please contact Sandy Morse on telephone number
48851905 for more information.
Please also pass this information on to your
neighbours who are not REPS members.

Caalang Creek lnformation Day
Saturday 29th Janu?ry, 9am-noon
REPS is holding an "Information Day" at Caalang
Creek Reserve. Come along and learn more about
this precious local resource from experience REPS

members
Meet at Caalang Creek Bridge at 9:O0am.Your
assistance to help maintain it will be highly
appreciated.

Fettler Shed Gallery
SaUSun , lzth & 13th + lgth & 20th Febru ?ry,
10:00am-4:00pm

This is the opening exhibition for 2005 at

Robertson Railway Station.

Members of the Southern Highlands Textile and
Fibre Network are exhibiting at the Fettlers Shed
Gallery over two weekends

REPS Website

The REPS website is now up and running - the

address is: \M\AAil. reps orq. au

The website is still in the development stage and
any suggestions or comments are welcome. Ralf
Wilson has volunteered to set up the initial site and
manage the content. Check out the site as it is and

do please send your ideas and feedback to
ralf@reps.org.au

We need your input to design a website that is
useful for all members as well as to keep it up to
date and accur ate. Send your smallest cofitment or
contributions to the site content, or volunteer to be

part of the design cornmittee.

Gontact REPS

A11 those who are interested in supporting our aim

are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote

the preservation and enhancement of the

Robertson environment. We welcome contact

with individuals and other corlmunity groups.

Please contact The Secretary - Beth Boughton

PO Box 45, Robertson NSW 2577

or President - Leon Hall on 488 8 2222

AIso, we are always looking for new contributions
to Eucryphia. If you have an ess dY, article, poem or

photograph that you want to share with other REPS

members please contact Lyndon Stanley.

Telephone: 4885 1322

Or email: lyndon@hinet. net.au

All contributions will be most welcome.


