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Next Meeting

Friday 11 October 2002 at 7.30 pm
at the
Robertson Gornm unity Gentre.

Otr guest will be, who will talk on:

The Secret Life of, Currawongs
Kevin Wood will share his detailed knowledge and
observations on one of our both loved and hated
local birds. Since 1995 Kevin has published six
scientific papers on currawongs covering
information on their diet, breeding, postures,
displays, predation, ffid other behaviours.

Kevin Wood has lived in the Wollongong area
since the late sixties, and began his career as a field
ornithologist in 1979. He obtained his banding
licence in 1987. Kevin has since published 35
manuscripts in both international and Australian
scientific journals. He is interested in both
seabirds and landbirds and in addition to his work
on cwrawongs has researched many other birds
such as kookaburras, thornbills, woodswallows and
the dreaded mynas and starlings.

Topics of Kevin's many published papers includ 
"i 

'':,
waterfowl and waders of Lake Illawarra, birds of 

(-

the Illawarra district, and landbirds in Camden, so

his local knowledge will be of great interest.
Don't miss this talk.

Kevin Wood is a professional engineer. Kevin
began work at the Illawara Cotrnty Council in the
late sixties and is now with Integral Energy. His
professional expertise is in operation and design of
high voltage transmission lines and substations.

Att are welco^", please bring friends and
family. A light supperwill be provided.

NOTICE OF MEETI NG
Friday 8 November 2002 7,30

Annual General Meeting.

Elections will be held for the following positions:
President, Secretary, Vice President, Treasurer
and three Committee Members.

Seconded nominations for the above positions can
be sent to REPS PO Box 45, Robertson 2577.
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor on
the night.

The committee encourages all members to attend
the AGM, and please consider standing for a
position on the committee. Full agenda and reports
in the next issue of Eucryphia.

Make a Note in your Calendar!

Following our short AGM on

Friday 8 November 2002 at 8 pm
A talk by Richard Jordan on

Nev.vhaven Station r
the new future for nature
conselvation?

An illustrated talk on a fascinating topic.



Committee News / Project Updates / Upcomrng REPS Events

Railway Gelebration
From all of us at REPS THANK YOU to all who
worked so generously to achieve our Railway Station
Projecq and THANK YOU to all who volunteered
their time and effort to our successful 70th
Anniversary Celebrdtion. '

We were lucky with the weather, it was threatening
but held off. The entire project - the $tation, the
Fettlers Shed, ttre new shelter sheds, the newly
landscaped grounds, the Robertson Common, the
Reconciliation Garden and sculptule, the history
display, the art extribition, even the marquee hung
with local photographic banners - all looked
splendid.

The organisation of the event was superb. All went
pretty much to plan, apxt from the train being
delayed at Moss Vale, and we had a massive turnout
of people. The music rang out, the children sang, the
didgeridoo played, the dancers twirled, the speeches
were delivered without too much fuss, and the
atmosphere was very jolly. The arrival of the steam
train stirred memories of times past and its delayed
return was celebrated with much whistling and steam
that billowed along the track in the gathering dusk
and cold.

Most of those involved went home exhausted, but
happy. REPS raised a substantial amount towards
the Station Project through its raffle and stalls. It
sadly, you weren't able to be there do visit and see

the project for yourself.

Caalang Greek Project
Now the frosts are over, the work on this project is
starting again. Volunteers are always welcome.
The aim is to revegetate the unformed road
reserves adjacent to the creek. Funding comes
from the Wingecarribee Council Environmental
Lery and Sydney Catchment Authority.

Several work days will be held during October and
November. The first planting day will be on
Sunday 20th October at the northern end of
Main Street near the stormwater detention basin.
Other dates are: Saturdty,26ttr October; Tuesday,
5tr November; Sunday, 10* November; Saturday,
23'dNovember; and Sunday, lt'December. Time:
9am-12 midday. Remember to wear a hat, strong
footwear and bring gloves and a trowel. For further
information, phone Helen Tranter on 4885 1394.

Streamwatch Vol u nteers
Needed for Caalang Creek
After a number of years of sterling service as our
local Streamwatch volunteer, (taking over from Steve

Douglas), REPS committee member Leon Hall has
given notice that he wishes to relinquish the task of
monitoring Caalang Creek.

The role requires monitoring the water qualrty
approximately once a month. It is a task which while
not complicated, requires some skill, analysis and
recordirg, and Leon will be pleased to teach any
person who takes over the job.

This task would suit one or more locals who is/are
interested in the environment, science and/or biolory
such as:
o retired person
o tertiary sttrdent
. two high school sfirdents

The water qualrty of Caalang Creek is important to
all of us in the communif, so those doing this task
can feel they are making a worthwhile
contribution. If you are interested please phone
Leon Hall on 4888 2222.

Riparian Management
Guidelines

riparian - adjecttve & noun meaning
'of or on a river-bank'

A new booklet entitled The Riparian Management
Guidelines for the Wollondilly and Wingecarribee
Rivers was launched on 14 September 2002. The
main aims of the statery behind the guidelines is to:
o broaden community awareness about riparian

issues,
o clariff why riparian land requires different

management techniques compared to other areas in
the catchment, and

o encourage on-ground works.
The guidelines explain the importance of riparian
vegetation, their function, the issues along these

waterways and how best to manage the riverbanks.
In addition, the guidelines showcase some local
activities already undertakotr, such as willow
removal, fencing, re-vegetating, preventing riverbed
erosion and providing alternative livestock water.
To obtain a copy contact DLWC
at Moss Vale 4868 3744.
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The Riddle of the Sfone Pines on lllawarra Farms

The Pinus pinea or Stone Pine is of Eastern
Mediterranean origin. It is found growing singly or
in groups from Porhrgal to Syria. It is an evergreen
tree, growing l5 -25 m high with a distinctive
umbrella shaped spreading crown. Called 'umbrelli'
in Italy, it is also known locally as the Umbrella Pine.
The shape is caused either by the trimming in
cultivation, or by the lower lateral branches being
staryed of light, dying, and eventually falling. The
edible seeds - pine nuts - are widely used in Italian
and Australian cooking for example, in pesto.

The Greeks dedicated Pinus pinea to Neptune and
considered it symbolic of fertilrty and longevity.
They passed it on to the Italians who used it
extensively, particularly in the Roman campagnia.
Pinus pinea decorate many a Roman monument,
stand in rows along the Appian Way and in triads
such as the Villa Medici garden and on Janiculum
Hill. Throughout Europe the Catholic Church has
used it widely in triads on the boundaries of church
properties. The Stone Pine is thought to be the fiee
mentioned in Hosea l4:8 'I am like an evergreen
cypress; your faithfulness comes from me.' It is a
classic Mediterranean landscape tree.

The Stone Pine was introduced early into the Colony ) ..,
perhaps by Governor Phillip in 1790. It was widely ^ . i:,
planted in colonial times in and around Sydney but ' ia

few have survivod, perhaps because of the humid
climate, or having succumbed to pathogens. There
were Stone Pines associated with the first
Government House grounds in Sydney which
survived until 1900.

Stone Pines were sent out from the Botanical
Gardens, apparently reserved for important
govemment institutions such as the Parramatta
Domain and Maitland Gaol, and also for many early
churches, such as the Heber Church at Cobbity,
planted in the 1860s, and a number of Cumberland
Plain colonial farms retain Stone Pine plantings,
usually in shelterbelt lines and plantations. I

In the late 1800s various species of pine trees could
be ordered from the State Nursery Gosford, and from
the Botanical Gardens in Sydney. Gerringong
ordered pine trees in August 1885.2

State Nursery Gosford
I have the honour by direction of this Council to
request that you will supply forty ornamental
Trees of the kind known as ttre Pinus insignis for
planting of the Public Recreation Ground in this
Municipality. The trees are required to replace
some of those which you were good enough to
send last year, but which unfortunately perished
through the weather being unfavourable. As the
season is pretty well advanced will you kindly
have the trees forwarded as early as possible.
Address is to Aldennan T Noble, Gerringong
Railway Station. While I write the rain is coming
down delightfully, and the sooner the trees are in
the ground the better.
Yours Faithfully,
James Somerville, Council Clerk

I For further information see 'Colonial Plants: Stone Pine
Pinus pinea' by Colleen Morris, Australian Garden
History Society Journal Vol 7 No 6 MaylJune 1996

2 I am grateful to Margaret and Colin Sharpe who
unearthed this and other relevant records from the
Gerringong and District Historical Society [nc. Museum.

* ,l€ ,f

When we came to live on our prope(y 'Saddleback'
a towering trio of sparsely crowned Stone Pine trees
prominently and formally demarcated the eastern

boundary of the original home paddock. The shape

of the trees is distinctive; the early removal of laterals
in the cultivation process is clearly evident. In the 28
years since we arrived in 1974 we have controlled a

largely self-sown and now verdant understorey of
mainly rainforest species beneath the three pinea.
Now three crowns have rejuvenated into one ample
canopy although there are still three nalrow, clear
margins between them, and they form the tallest
visual element at 'Saddleback'.
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The Riddle of the Stone Pines on lllawarra Farms

Saddleback Mountain is the remnant plug of a late
Permian volcano almost 500 metres above and some
6 kilometres inland from the coast at Kiama. Its
summit is the eastern most outpost of the Illawarra
Escarpment, and the only point from which its full
length can be viewed with feet on the ground. Views
from the mountain extend south to Mumbulla
Mountain and north to Cape Banks - over 300 kms as

the topknot pigeons fly. Saddleback Mountain
dominates the Mount Pleasant Ridge, an easterly spur
of the Escarpment and at Bare Blufl described as the
only point at which the Great Dividing Range comes
down to the sea, that Ridge meets the coastal cliffs.

The property my wife and I named 'saddleback' is a
54 acre farm on the eastern flank of the top of
Saddleback Mountain. The property was a
subdivided portion of a200 acre darry farm. The
Cochrane family had ceased darying many years
before our occupation and the few frees which
remained on the properly were in poor condition.
Even in the gullies there stood only a few remnant
rainforest specimens which had escaped the almost
universal clearing the area had experienced since the
middle of the 19th Cenhrry. Our new purchase was
of a parched, neglected landscspo, with run-down
diary bales (our first residence) inside the home
paddock which was initially sited by the Herbert
family who had purchased the property in 1918.
Within this landscape the three pinea were a striking
feature.

As Architect Planner atMacquarie Universlty for its
first twenty years, I designed and had planted (with
advice from consultant Richard Clough) one of the
first 'urban forests' in Sydney. The forest, planted in
the early 1970s had almost 15,000 largely native
trees. However for ffio, thirty years later, the most
satisffing elements to mature are formal plantings.
The first is the one kilometre-long formal double
avenue of Plantanas which runs eastwest across the
cenfial campus. The second is the even more formal
quincuncial Eucalyptus citriodora inthe University
Court. Both are now distinctive living components
within the central, densely built-up heart of the
University.

With my background I responded to the pinea triad at
'Saddleback' with calm, but special recognition.
I was aware also that the three trees formally
punctuated what, early last century, had been a now
long-forg6ttrn but still faintly visible frontage to the
Herbert's propert5r. That frontage was a north-south
track which ran from Broughton Village in

Foxground to the south, over the Ridge to Jamberoo
in the north. This track was probably built in the
1850s or 60s, perhaps by a frustrated Alexander
Berry, using labour from some of his 1000 convicts,
after the govemment, largely in the person of
Thomas Mitchell, had earlier declined to build a
govemment road to link Berry's 'Coolangatta'
properly on the Shoalhaven River with Wollongong
and Sydney.

My quiet reverence for the pinea trees continued until
November 2001, when browsing among travel
records I came across an image I had taken in Rome.
The location was the central parterre of the Villa
Medici garden on the Pincio, ffid beside the parterre
was a familiar triad of pinea.

And so I began my research. Many more such triads
and longer rows in Rome, and elsewhere came to
light. And, since synchronistic events tend to happen
when you have something in mind, within the next
few weeks I noticed for the first time, formal
plantings ofptnea, identical or similar to that at
'saddleback' on the home paddocks of six other
farms along the road into Kiama.

My visual senses now alerted, I subsequently
identified a variety of mature pinea plantings in the
district. I enlisted assistance from local historical
society members, including the Gillies from Albion
Park, and together we have identified some 40
plantings at last count, in home paddocks from
Albion Park to Nowra. There are various versions of
planting which I have described in the diagram on the
following page.

I believe I have re-discovered what appears to have
been consisten! systematic, formal or even ritualistic
Stone Pine planting by the settlers to the South Coast
in the early decades of the last century.
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The Riddle of the Sfone Pines on lllawarra Farms

A host of questions come to mind: Wtry? Who
transplanted or locally initiated this idiom?
When? What symbolism was intended in the fiiad?
Does it relate to the Holy Trinity? Or Golgotha?
Did the Illawarra settlers know the pinea's Greek or
Roman association with fertility and longevity?
Do the plantings reflect an interest in antiqurty, or
classical aesthetics? Were they planted'as a source of
nuts for food? Are the triads simply survivors from
longer avenues or windbreaks? What is the coherent
explanation? What is the story behind this fascinating
piece of socio-botanical heritage?

I have subsequently documented my discovar!,with
photographs, maps, properly names and locations and
have found examples as far south as the Bega Valley.
In addition, I have interviewed a number of 'old
hands' from pioneer farm families, but have not yet
discovered anyone with oral history or pertinent
information about the plantings in the Illawarra.

My research has led me in a number of directions.
Is there a link with WWI memorial or
commemorative plantings? Correspondence with
the Australian War Memorial has delivered to me a
fascinating account of the 'Lone Pine' planted near
the Memorial. The 'Lone Pine' however, is not a
Pinus pinea and there is some dispute as to whether
it is a Pinw halepensis or Pinw bnttia.

The Memorial has no formal record of the
commemorative plantings that have taken place
across the coun$. But my original questions are still
not answered. The mystery is not that Pinus pinea
were planted in the Illawarra, but that so many farm
settlers planted these trees, h a formal, ritualistic woy,
usually but not always in groups of three or four and
usually associated with the house, driveway or
frontage of the property. A fascinating riddle, yet to
be solved.

-W. V. Abraham
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Further Information? I am
most interested to know if

this type of formal planting
of Pinw pinea is also to be

found in the Southern
Highlands. If any REPS

members can provide
information on historical

plantings of the species on
farm, public, church, or other
properties I would be pleased

to hear from you.
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Please contact Wally Abratram
PO Box 70, Kiama NSW 2533 (02) 42322030.

'1 About the author'(r

Wally Abrah?ffi, an architect and town planner, has lived
permanently on Saddleback Mountain since 1983. He has
been active in local government affairs, and is well-known

as an authority on a number of historical, planning and
architectural issues in Kiama Municipality.

Wally became interested in Kiama's dry stone walls in
the1970s, reconstructing the walls on his own property, and

then researching and writing the first monograph on the walls in
1991, and being active in gaining community support for their

preservation. He is a current member of the Council's Dry
Stone Wall committee. ln addition Wally Abraham has written

a monograph on Hoddle's Descent from Saddleback Mountain,
and a memoir of his war experiences as a member of R/AAF

working in Allied lntelligence, in Australia, USA and Japan.
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Listen to the People - Book Review

Listen to the People, Listen to the Land is a book
assembled by Jim Sinatra and Phin Murphy,
published in 1999 by Melbourne University Press.

" . . . the stories in this book of people's
relationships and attachment to their own personal
landscapes."
"... The story tellers are ordinary Australians
from a diversity of backgrounds, whose actions
contain important messages for rural and remote
areas."
"...They also share a combination of personal and
altuistic concerns through interacting, developing
or improving landscapes with limited resources
and assistance, and displaying ingenurff in the
face of adversit5/."

In this book the editors have allowed a number of
people to speak in their own voices about eleven
different relationships to the land - Aboriginal
custodians, pastoralists and graziers, environ-
mentalists, indigenous plant-nurserymotr, and
gardeners tell of their traditional lands, or of their
own properties or gardens.

Here for example the voice of a man, John Fenton,
who together with his family has worked
progressively since the mid 50s to reinstate the
wetlands and plant 80,000 trees on his wool-growing
property in The Western District of Victoria.

"There are about thirly-five pine frees along the
railway line that were planted during the
Depression, about three hundreds pine trees that
my father planted in 1939, and there are two very
small Sugar Gum [Ercalrytus cladocalyJ
plantations on the properly. Every other fiee that
I have the opportunrty or privilege to walk under I . ,,

have planted myself or an extremely close person , . !,,

has pianted. So there's a sort of personal tr

friendship with every tree and you know that
every tree that you've planted is going to produce
some good.

I'm really happiest planting trees. Funnily
enough not raising them, not putting seeds in the
ground and growing them and potting them, but
just planting trees, six inch trees. I get them from
all sorts of people who know more about
propagation than I do. I love to buy a box full of
treesand go out and plant them. And when they '

have grown I put my ear to the trunk and I can
hear the wind whistling in the top of it, and I can
hear the movement, and there is some sense of the
tree being alive - that I'm alive."

This may sound sentimental, but it makes sound
environmental and economic sense. The district in
which John Fenton lives is described in the
introduction to his voice:

"By 1903, the district south of Hamilton has been
so cleared that there was an emerging need for
establishing shelter plantations. Remaining trees
were, and continue to be, affected by fire, insects,
disease, soil compaction by grar;ing stock,
cultivation, rising water tables and old age.
Today, opotr windswept landscapes characterise
the Western District, scarred by soil erosion and
increased water salinity."

By 1994 nearly 19 per cent of the Fenton's properly
was not being used for animal, crop or pasture
protection but was dedicated to farm forestry, habitat
plantings and wetland, amenity plantings and shelter
plantations. Research anticipates that by 2009 the 6
per cent of the farm dedicated to farm forestry could
be generating up to 70 per cent of the net farm
income. And as added bonuses bird species have
gone from 43 to 156, and the property was selected
for the first wild release, otr private land, of the
Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Victoria's most
endangered mammal.

The other voices in this book tell similar stories.
Inspiring reading, but marred by poor layout and

typography, and badly cropped and reproduced
photographs, inexcusable for a publisher in this day
and age.

- C. Godden (thanks to Georgina Persse)

Pussy Willow Control
Some members of REPS attended the Salix cinerea
Control Workshop held on 13 September 2002.
Sydney Catchment Authority, Dept Land and
Water Conservation and Wingecarribee Shire
Council sponsored the workshop. DLWC is
currently re-printing a colour brochure which
assists in identiffing the plant, and we hope to mail
this to all members soon.

Contact REPS

All who are interested in supporting our aim are

welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote the
preservation and enhancement of the Robertson
environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups.
Please contact The Secretary, PO Box 45,
Robertson NSW 2577. Phone (Secretary) 4885 1394


