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Next Meeting

Friday 14 June 2002 at 7.30pm
at the
Robertson Community Gentre.

Our guest will be Tom Grant, who will talk on:

The PLATYPUS -A Unique Mammal.

Tom Grant is the author of a book on the Platlpus,
entitled The Platypus - A Unique Mammol,
published by the NSW University Press, which is
in its third edition. He is an authority on the
species, having done a detailed study on it for his
Ph.D rnZoology (University of NSW 1976), and
subsequent research into the species' biology,
which has resulted in a number of scientific
publications.

Tom informs us that the southern tablelands are
something of a stronghold of the species close to
Sydney. He will discuss the platypus' historical
and curent occurrence throughout Australiq but
with some emphasis on the tablelands. Although r'-'ji
the fossil record and evolutionary biology is not (
within his specific field of research, it is of great
interest, and Tom will include it in his talk, along
with a quick tour of the general characteristics of
the marnrnal and its ecology. Tom will also talk
about the environmental impact of human activities
and with platypus conservation.

Tom is currently an Honorary Visiting Fellow in
Biological Science at UNSW, as well as a part time
TAFE teacher and environmental consultant.
We are pleased to have Tom to speak on this
fascinating topic and he will be interested to hear
from us any local information on the platypus.

All are welcome, please bring friends
and fami[. The hall is heated.
A light supper will be provided.

Make a note in your Calendar!

Robertson Heritage Railway
Station Project

PREVIEW for
REPS MEMBERS
Saturday 29 June 2002
between 2 and 4.30 pm

Prior to the official opening, we are
holding an afternoon tea, to show our
project to those REPS members who
may not yet have had a chance fo see
the work we have done on creating the
new Sfafio n precinct. Please come and
bring your friends and family fo see
what your Society has achieved on this
community project.
Come when you can, leave when you
must, and please bring a plate. Tea
and coffee will be served inside the
Fettlers Shed - it will be warm and cosy
inside, whatever the weather.



Commiftee News / Project Updates / Upcoming REPS Evenfs

Not A Working Bee!

We must emphasise that the Preview for REPS
members of the Railway Station Projecl
mentioned on the first page, is definitely a
SOCIAL EVENT. No need to bring tools!
We look forward to seeing ydu there, and to get
your suggestions for the Anniversary Day opening
on lSth August 2002.

History of Robertson Display

A display on the History of Robertson is being set
up pennanently in the refurbished Heritage
Railway Station building. The display will have
not only photos from the very early days but also
from the 1940s to the presenl which show the
changes in the village, transport and farming over
time. Ian Foster, Roy Freere and Helen Tranter are
organising this display and they would like to
borrow photos of Robertson, just for long enough
to have them copied.

Pinkwood Park

It has taken a long time for that triangle of land at
the end of Main Street, near the railway line to
become Pinlcruood Park but finally, at the Council
Meeting of z4thApril 2002 it was officially
recogRised and "listed for regular park
maintenance". It may be recalled that at the end of
March last year we took down the old, rusted wire
fence, picked up all the rubbish and slashed the
grass for the Federation Tree planting with the
school childrerr. On that day 30 plants including
Eucryryhia (Pinlcrvood), Waratah, Prosanthera and
Leptospennum were planted, and they are now
doing well. As the park had not been recognised
or surveyed in time, the plants were put in along
the southern edge, only part of the planting plan.

Now it is hoped that some of the nearby Main
Street will be added to the park and the planting
can be extended.

Welcome to New Members

We welcome new members Peta Notari, Lyndon
and Maria Stanley, Kathy Trelease and Bruce
Eeles. News has come from Brendon and

Charlotte Kennedy that they have moved north to
Bangalow where they are enjoying life and

discovering the subtropical rainforest.

New Positions for the Shire

As mentioned in our last issue GeoffO'Connor has
filled the newly created position of landcare
coordinator which was proposed by the Southern
Highlands Landcare Network. The position will
assist the shire's 12 landcare groups, and link the
work carried out by them with Council's projects,
and input frorn SCA and DLWC.

In addition, Eddie Anderson has taken over from
Stuart Gray as the new Wingecarribee Our Future
environment coordinator. Eddie has had 20 years
experience in the environmental arena including
private sector contracts, consulting and the
management of rehabilitation and revegetation
works.

Eddie Anderson was quoted in the Southern
Highland News as saying: 'oThe challenges are
very much the same as you find anywhere in
making sure projects are properly completed,
which includes ensuring proper firnding allocations
are made to cover all aspects of a project,
appropriate ptanning is completed and adequate
site maintenance programmes are implemented to
ensure the works have the best long term benefit to
the community. I strongly believe in keeping the
community consultation process going and in
publicising and explaining what it is we do."

Kangaroo River Draft Plan

Unfortunately the deadline for public submissions
(24 May 2002) will have passed by the time you
receive this issue, however REPS members with
properties affected may still like to apply for a
copy of the Draft Water Sharing Plan.

The Draft Plan applies to the Kangaroo River
water source, which includes all rivers, lakes,

wetlands and floodplains located at or above the

Harnpden Bridge in Kangaroo Valley. It occupies

an area of 241 sq km drained by three major
tributaries: the Kangaroo River itsell Brogers

Creek and Barren gany Creek. This includes

significant areas south, south east and south west
of Robertson, ffid down the escarpment.

The Draft Plan is available on the internet site:
'w'wrv.dlwc.nsw.gov.au or from DLWC offices in
Sydney, Wollongong, Nowra or Moss Vale.
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Noble Arks

This following is an extract from Tim Low's
new book entitled The New Nature:
Winners and Losers in Wild Australia.
Published by Penguin. RRP $30.

The book was released in the 2nd week in
May. Our thanks to Tim Low for making this
preview available to REPS members.

Armed with axes, matches and guns, aided by
foxes and rabbits, Australia's pioneers exacted a
dreadful toll on wildlife. Naturalists a century ago
feared little would suryive. The new idea of the
national park seemed to offer the best hope. But
national parks had to be secure against foxes,
which were viewed as especially destructive.
Islands appeared to offer the best prospects. The
first sancfuaries were not set up to conserve
ecosystems (an idea for a later era) but as safe
receptacles into which animals could be deposited.
This idea drew more from tales of Noah's Ark than
from any grasp of biology. Animals from
hundreds and sometimes thousands of miles away
were thrown together into islands of forest, usually
to die quick deaths.

It happened first on Wilson's Promontory. Three
naturalists trekking there in 1884 were awed by
'this noble granite Promontory, the Cornwall of
Victoria'. When, three years later, plans were
hatched to settle a thousand Skye crofters there,
alarmed naturalists and biologists ran one of
Australia's first ever conservation campaigts,
eventually - after the usual false promises from
politicians - securing the land as national park. But
the 'Prom' was not saved for its animals. It was
thought not to have many. ''We saw nothing and

could hear nothing of the Kangaroo, Lyre-bird, or
Platypus', A.D. Hardy admitted in 1906. The
park's real value was its scenic splendour and

strategic design - as a promontory linked to the
mainland by a mere wisp of isthmus. Like
Tasmania's Port Arthur it could be walled offto
protect the inmates that would come later.
Naturalist A.D. Hardy in 1906 explained how:

'First would necessarily come the poisoning of the

wild dogs and the erection of a dog, fox, and rabbit
proof fence across the isthmus. The introduction
of kangaroos, emus, other species of wallabies than
exist at present, and smaller marsupials would
follow. Lyre-birds from Gippsland could be

transferred to the gullies of the eastern side at

Sealer's Cove, Refuge Covo, &c., and at Roaring

Meg Creek in the south, while the Platypus could be
acclimatized in many of the streams. There is in
all about 10,000 acres of good and poor grazing
land, which would suit kangaroos and emus in parts
and wallabies throughout...

'There are many kangaroos, wallabies, and a few
emus on Snake or Latrobe Island, which could be
conveniently transferred to the Park, while from
many parts of the State could be procured native
fauna suitable for the populating of this large area.
The trustees and directors of the various State
Zoological Gardens will doubtless assist in
providing such native animals as they have in
captivity but are now scarce or hard to procure.
In many cases the security and peace of the Park will
result in over-breeding, but the surplus could be
easily disposed of in the re-stocking of zoological
gardens, &c....' This, thought Hardy, was the ideal
way to develop a national park.

No time was wasted. Seven miles of wire fence eight
feet high were strung. By l9l2,2l red necked
wallabies had been freed, along with a couple of
kangaroos, five wombats, 26'oppossums', two
bandicoots, six emus, three lyrebirds and five satin
bowerbirds. Supply of animals was one of the 'chief
objects'of the Committee of Management.
Wallaroos, mallee fowl, ibises, bellbirds and long-
necked tortoises were soon freed. By 1923,252
animals had been let loose. Some of the choices
were ludicrous. Tree kangaroos from Queensland's
tropical jungles found themselves up against the
bracing winters of southern Victoria, in the company
of Outback budgerigars and red kangaroos, and

wallaroos from north-western Australia.
Birdwatcher John Leach was by 1925 confident that
'Our National Park at Wilson's Promontory promises

to be a great national asset, when Lyre-birds, Emus,
and other birds introduced there become common
and tame.t

Plants formed part of the scheme. When a pafly of
naturalists visited the park for Christmas 1912,
Professor Alfred Ewart later wrote, 'The main object
of this trip, so far as the National Herbarium was

concerned, was to fufiI a promise made long ago to
establish as many native plants as possible in the

National Park, particularly those which afe in danger

of extinction.' He busied himself sowing seeds along
streams, on peaks, in sheltered glades and along
tracks. Into the sour soil went seeds of gum trees, tea
trees, waffles, kurrajongs, cypress pines, sweet
pittosporum, native hops - 60 species in all, none of
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Nob le Arks, continued

which were rare. Ewart left a choice chore for his
colleagues to complete, as J. Kershaw recalled:
'After teawe found a pleasant surprise awaiting us.
Small plots of ground had been prepared on either
side of the track in the vicinity of the camp, and it
was arranged that each member of the parly should
plant one of the young trees provided. It was also
insisted that each member should stake, label, and
water their own particular plant. Mr. Pitcher acted
as master of the ceremotry, and supervised the
proceedings. The leader of the excursion was
invited to plant the first - a Sunshine Wattle,
Ac ac i a dis col or-immediately opposite the camp.
As each planting was completed the chief actor in
each case made some appropriate remarks suited to
the occasioo, which was followed by three hearty
cheers. In this way thirteen young native frees were
planted, and the unique ceremory, which naturally
occupied some time, closed with an extra volley of
cheers for Professor Ewart and Mr. Pitcher, who,
by their happy forethought, added so much to the
enjolmrent of the camp.'

By 1930 Professor Ewart was writing proudly of
his work. 'Many native plants, formerly absent
from the Park, have been planted there and, in the
course of time, it will probably represent the only
large area where the native flora will be seen in its
primitive condition and natural relationship'.
Plants in a hatural relationship' included eucallpts
from Western Ausffalia and silky oaks from
rainforests a thousand miles north.

Introductions to the park went on right up until
1941, when David Fleay furnished three tiger
quolls. In all, 23 mammal species, nine birds and

43 plants were introduced. They included pygmy
possums, greater gliders, bettongs, rock wallabies,
Tasmanian barred bandicoots and possums, and

one Major Mitchell cockatoo. Some animals
released were already in the parlq wombats,
possums and koalas included. Forhrnately, very
few introductions suryived, only the kangaroos,
emus and a few cabbage palms (Ltvistona
awtralis) in Lillypilly Gully. Wilson's
Promontory is a invaluable park today, but only
because the meddling failed. No tree kangaroos
browse its groves of lillpillies.

Kangaroo Island became Australia's second ark.

In 1892 the Australasian Association for the
Advancement of Science urged that the western

end 'be reserved for the protection of native fauna

and flora'. The island was fox and rabbit free.

After a thirteen year campaign a 1919 bill created
'Flinders Chase'. Captain White, otr the board of
confiol, noted: 'It is the object of the Board to place
in the Chase specimens of those animals which are
likely to become extinct upon the mainland.'

'The prospects of the Chase are unlimited,'he added.

'As a health resort, it is simply perfect; buL above
all, it is an ideal reservation for our wonderful plants
and animals.' By the time he wrote this, in 1925, a
few birds had already been freed. The Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union released
seventeen malleefowl in 1911, ffid more were fteed
in later years, but to no avail. Malleefowl on the
mainland were threatened by foxes. But after
deliveftmce to their sanchrary they stnrtted offinto
the shiubbery and were seldom seen again.
Numbers of malleefowl on the mainland were
depleted for naught.

In 1923 the more substantial introductions began.
The release list reads like a recipe for topsy turvy
land:

1923: 6 koalas, 2 Cape Barren geesa,2 mallee fowl
1924:2kangaroo rats, 2 mallee fowl
1925: 12 koalas plus young
1926: 15 ringtail possums, 2 ratkangaroos,

I wombat, 2 emus, 4kookaburras, 50 stump-
tailed lizards

1928:3 platypuses, 2 emus
1929: Another 2 emus
1932:2 Cape Balren geese

1936 1 wombat (company for the first one
introduced l0 years earlier!), 6 mallee fowl,
2 Cape Barren geesa,2 scrub turkeys

1937: 2 wallaroos, \2 crested pigeons, 12 zebra
finches, 6 peaceful doves, 4 bronzewing
pigeons, 4 diamond doves.

1940:10 peaceful doves, 8 gang gang cockatoos,
4 bar-shouldered doves ,2 pied geese,

2 spinifex pigeons,2 crested pigeons

l94l: 6 platypuses
1946:6 platypuses, 4 wonga pigeons, 2 tortoises

1948: 3 malleefowl
L956: 16 gang gang cockatoos
1957:3 emus

What a blendl Kangaroo Island's scrutry heathlands

became home to rainforest birds from the east (brush

turkeys, wonga pigeons), spinifex pigeons from
northern deserts, and pied geese from tropical
wetlands.
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Noble Arks, continued

At first it went rather well. By 1948 the ranger
could count a hundred Cape Baren geese,

hundreds of koalas, and plenty of ringtails, stump-
tails, and bronzewings. Wonga pigeons strutted
about the dunes under wattles. Yet some species
had vanished.

But today no one is pleased. The koalas have
become notorious pests, defoliating trees. Metal
collars are placed around trees to keep them off.
The geese are also bothersome, browsing pastures

and soiling lawns. Platlpuses have spread from
stream to stream and their impacts on native
crustacea raise concerns. Brush turkeys have
atnazed everyone by thriving hundreds of
kilometres from the nearest rainforest, although

only two were ever released. A turkey was waiting
on the national parks verandah for a handout last
time I was there.

Elsewhere in Australia there was talk of creating
other sanctuaries. In 1925 Albert Le Souef, olle-
time director of Taronga Park Zoo, proposed that
Pulbah Island in Lake Macquarie be stocked with
rare wallabies and bettongs. He later urged that
Hinchinbrook Island be made a sanctuary for
endangered species: 'If specimens of these animals
were placed on Hinchinbrook Island they would
stand a good'chance of multiplying as since the
removal of the natives from the island the fauna is
dominated only by the zOftp5rthon'.

Local Weeds - Cape lvy

Cape Ivy Delairci odorata (formerly,Senecio
milkanoides), also called Ivy Groundsel has been
infroduced from South Africa and is very prevalent in
some parts of the Shire at present.

Cape Ily is a climbing and trailing perennial reaching
heights of 5 m, smothering and eventually collapsing
the canopy as it goes. It also spreads across the
ground and is often called 'aerial wanderingjew'
because of how easily it grows from stem pieces.
The leaves are a much paler green than traditional r\y
and the mass of bright yellow flowers are seen in
winter and early spring.

Helen Tranter suggests that like wandering jew, Cape
Ily should be piled onto concrete slab, or thick
plastic to dry out, or placed into a 44gallon drum to ,^"-'i.

iot down. Ii'baggea, tne bags need to be checked as ' t-

it re-grows so easily.

The following information on the weed is taken
from an excellent new book BUSH INVADERS
of So uth-East Australia - A guide to the
identification and control of environmental
weeds found is South-Easf Australiaby
Adam Muyt, published by R.G. and F.J.
Richardson 2001 .

Thanks to Rob Richardson for permission to
quote from it. Contact the publishers at PO Box
42,Meredith, Victoria, 3333 Phone/fax 03 5286
1533 E-mail: richardson@weedinfo.com.qu,

They have an interesting web site and other
weed publications in their catalogue, see:
www.weedinfo.com.au

lnvasive summary
Cape Iry is a highly invasive species in high rainfall
districts of each State [NSW, Vic, SA, TasJ. It
occurs in dune systems, woodlands, forests, gullies
and riparian settings as well as in neglected and

degraded landscapes,

Cape Ily forms dense smothering curtains over
herbaceous plants and smaller shrubs and trees,
preventing any regeneration occurring. It is a
vigorous, fast growing species found in both open
sunny positions and partial to moderate shade. Plants
are tolerant of salt laden winds or seasonally dry
conditions. Invasions often commence in disttrbed
bushland margins and openings and expand as the
lower canopy dies and light levels increase. They
commonly reach sexual maturity within trvo years

and larger plants produce upwards of 40,000 seeds

annually that are readily dispersed by wind. Cape

Ily regenerates very easily from stem fragnents and

many outbreaks can be attributed to stem pieces
being spread by floods, slashing or in gardening
refuse.

Diagnostic features
Stems round, usually less than 10 mm diameter,
hairless, light green, often streaked reddish-purple,
breaking easily. Leaves alternate, 5-10 cm long and



Cape lvy,continued

wide, 3-8 lobed, ivy shaped, often glossy, upper
surface slightly darker than underside, easily
damaged when handled, on stalks 2-7 cm long;
stipules paired, kidney-shaped, 5-10 mm wide at base
of larger stalks. Flowers yellow, daisy-like, scented,
2-3mm diameter, in branching clusters on short
stalks, flowers winter-early spring. Fruit an achene,
2 mm long, with slender hairs 5-6 mm long, attached.
Roots fibrous or woody; mostly shallow.

Reproduction and dispersal
Reproduced by seed and from stolons. Seed is
dispersed by wind, water, animals, on clothing and in
garden refuse. Stems root at some nodes with stem
fragnents dispersed by machinery, slashirg, water, in
soil, garden refuse and during removal.

Control and removal
Small infestations can be manually removed. All
stems in contact with soil must be removed and the
roots dug out to ensure no regrowth occurs. Vines
can be severed at the base and left to dry out in the
canopy. Check sites thoroughly as stem pieces often
break off during clearing. Monitor the area for
regrowth during the next year. Material should be
disposed of safely.

Plants can be sprayed with non-selective or selective
herbicides. Spray plants in winter, before most
flowering occurs. Selective herbicides tend to
provide better results. Addin g a surfactant often
increases the ef;flectiveness of non-selective
herbicides. Larger infestations corlmonly require
follow-up treatment over the next l-2 years. Sever
any vines climbing through indigenous vegetation at
chest height,lay lower sections on the ground, then
apply herbicide spray over them.

Nofes; Seeding commences within 4-8 weeks of the." -,.

first flower, ,*.rging and seeds will often ripen on ,'' :l
cut or sprayed stems, so control plants just before or
early in the flowering period. The base of stems on
older plants may become woody, but usually most
stems are too soft and too weak to treat using either
the Cut-Paint or Stem-Scrape methods.

I ll awarra Rainforesf Listi ng

We have received notice of the Preliminary
Determination to list the Illawarra Subtropical
Rainforest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion as an

ENDANIGERED ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY.

Characteristic tree species are Baloghia inoplrylla,
Br ac hyc hit on ac er ifol ius, D endr ocnide exc els a,
Diploglottis australis, Ficzs spp ., Pennantia
cunninghamii and Toona ctliata. This community
provides habitat for the endangered vine Cynanchum
elegans and the tree Daphnandra sp.C Illawarra, and
the shiub Zieria granulata is often growing nearby
and in regrowth stands.

Historically this community occurred on coastal
Permian volcanics mainly between Albion Park and
Gerringong ("IllawaffaBrush" of Mills and Jakeman
1995) and north of Lake Illawanaon the Berkeley
Hills ("Berkeley Brush" of Mills & Jakeman 1995).
These two patches originally covered c. 13 600 ha,
and made up 60% of the rainforest of the Illawarra
area. Outlying patches occur south to the Shoalhaven
River and west into Kangaroo Valley (on volcanics).
By 1989 only c.3400 ha remained, with about 9o/o of
this (3 19 ha) in reserved areas.

Small areas are conserved in Macquarie Pass

National Park, Budderoo National Park, Killalea
State Park and Devils Glen Nature Resere.
Recorded from local govemment areas of
Wollongong City, Shellharbour City, Shoalhaven
City and Kiama Municipality (all within the Sydney
Basin Bioregion).

The community occurs mainly on private land and is
inadequately protected. Remnants are small and
fragnented. V/eed invasion is a major threat. Other
threats include further clearing, quarrying, grazing,
inappropriate fire regimes, rubbish dumping and
hobby farm developments. Illawarra Subtropical
Rainforest includes Subtropical rainforest (Type I ),
Moist Subtropical rainforest (T>pe 2) and Dry
Subtropical rainforest (Type 3) of Mills, K &
Jakeman, J (1995) Rainforests of the Illawarra
District (Coachwood Publishing, Jamberoo).

Submissions were due lTth May 2002, once again
apologies for being late in passing on the
information. Thanks to Robert and Nancy Pallin for
bringing this listing to our affention.

ln our nexf issu e: Banana Pass ionfruit

Contact REPS

All who are interested in supporting our aim are

welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote the
preservation and enhancement of the Robertson
environment. 'We welcome contact with individuals
and other community groups.
Please contact: The Secretary, PO Box 45,
Robertson NSW 2577. Phone (Secretary) 4885 1394


