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Next Meeting

Friday 8 February 20A2 at7.30pm
at the
Robertson Community Gentre.

Our guests will be Neil and Sandra Chesterton,
who will talk to us on:

AFGHANISTAN -Another Perspective.

Neil and Sandra, together with their two youngest
sons David and Peter, have been living in
Afghanistan for the past 18 months. The family is
visiting Robertson in Febil&ry, on their way home
to New Zealand, and is coming to our February
meeting to talk to us about their experiences.

The Chestertons have been living in Fai z*ad rn
Badakhshan province of NE Afghanistan, working
with a German relief agency called ORA
lnternational. When they first arrived their main
work was with drug detoxification and
rehabilitation clinics treating opium addicts in the
Wakhan corridor (the thin bit that goes towards the :,

Chinese border). Neil (who is a vet) also had a 'a'

small veterinary project, and they started an
Education and Resource Centre and taught English.

More recently, however, the Chesterton's work has
been primarily with refugee relief in both Faizabad
and Pakistan. This is a great chance to hear about
the real Afghanistan, from people who love the
country and its people. It should be a fascinating
talk.

All are welcoffi€, please bring friends
and family. A light supper will be
provided.

The Chesterton family

Make a note in your Calendar!

Robertson Heritage Railway
Station Project

+ WORKI NGBEES+
Saturday- 1 6 Febru ary 2002

Sunday 17 March 2002

Please invite your friends and family
along to take part in this community
activity on community licensed land.
Be part of this exciting project that will
benefit Robertson in so many ways.

There is something going on all day -
a choice of activities fo suff the
interesfs and abilities of everyoffe,
and fools are provided. Come when
you can, leave when you must, and
invite friends too.

Refreshmenfs will be available all day
and there rs a sausage sizzle lunch.
More details inside.
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REPS Dates for 2002

General Meetings - with.
Guest Speakers and Supper

8 February
12 April
l4 June

9 August

Bob Mclnnes
Leon Hall
Helen Tranter
Helen Tranter
Anne Wilson

I I October
8 November (AGM)
l3 December

Business Meetings

8 March 12 July
l0 May 13 September

President
Vice President
Secretary
Public Officer
Treasurer

She is an active member of the Wingecarribee
Reconciliation Group which she joined in 1998

Sandy writes 'I guess my basic premise for the
work I do and associations I am involved with is
that I have a strong commitment to providing
opportunities for people to become self-
empowered and, to learn about and respect our
natural environment.'

Speakers for Meetings

We are looking forward to the General Meetings in
2002 and already have a number of interesting
speakers lined up.

However, if any member has any suggestion of a
topic or speaker of interest to other members,
please do not hesitate to contact our Talks
Convenor Georgina Persse clo REPS, PO Box 45,
Robertson.

Yarrawa Brush Website

A web site design based on A Guide to the
Yarrawa Brush, the booklet put out by REPS. was
Ralf Wilson's award winning entry in the 2001
Minister's Young Designer Awards.

The web site contains everything in the booklet
plus many colour photos taken in the Robertson
rainforest reserve and around Pearsons Lane. It
also features colour-scanned leaf pictures for easy
identification.

The current version is temporarily on line at
www.acenet.com.au\-arnold\yarrawa. After some
minor alterations suggested by REPS proof-reader
Helen Tranter, and replacement of the remaining
black and rvhite pictures with colour, Ralf is
planning to make the project available as a CD
ROM through REPS.

Rall who completed year 8 at Oxley College in
2001, was presented with a Highly Commended
Award by the NSW Minister for Education and

Training when the "MYDA" exhibition at Taronga
Park of the best 26 entries opened last November.
This award put Ralf in the top I I of over 3,000
Design and Technology projects by year 7 and 8

students from schools all over the state.

Committee Members:
Roy Freere, Jonathan Persse, Sandy Morse

Publicity Officer David Tranter
Journal Editor Christine Godden
Talks Convenor Georgina Persse

Librarian Dennice Fletcher
Supper Convenor Bob Mclnnes

Heritage Railway Station Project Sub-Committee
Graham Carpenter, Roy Freere, David Tranter,
Helen Tranter, Anne Wilson.

New Committee Member

We are pleased to welcome 'new' committee
member Sandy Morse. Sandy moved to the
Highlands four years ago for a change of lifestyle
and has been a member of REPS since her arrival.
Sandy is a consultant with formal qualifications in
land rehabilitation, landscaping and arboriculture.
She works with National Parks as a Discovery
Ranger on holiday activities and school education
programs.

In addition, Sandy is a qualified Yoga teacher
running classes through Southern Adult Education
College and a Yoga centre in MossVale.
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Congratulations Ralf, from all of us at REPS

2001 Annual General Meeting

Our recent AGM was both short and successful.
The following Committee was elected:
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Swamp Update

David Tranter attended the November 200 I
Wingecarribee Swamp Steering Committee
Meeting and has provided the following
information for members.

The Wingecarribee Swan?p and Special Area Plan
of Managetnent 200l has been adopted under
Section 49 of the Sydney Water Catchment
Management Act l9B8 0{SW) and is effective from
I May 200 1 . Both the Sydney Catchment
Authority and NPWS are now bound by the Plan.
The Minister responsible, Bob Debus, signed the
PIan and h,ur visited the swamp.

Key actions outlined in the Plan are now being
irnplemented. These involve the SCA,
Wingecarribee Shire Council and various
consultants. Funding has been approved for a
feasibility study into a Field Studies Centre to be
set up in the Robertson area.

Substantial weed control work has been done, the
SCA spending over $500,000 in the past year on
controlling Salix cinerea and blackberry at the
swamp. During the meeting there was discussion
about the problem of willow reseeding, and the
need for a Catchment-wide approach as seed is
spread from other areas into the swamp, for
example, from basket willows near railway lines.

A fauna and flora survey has found an increasing
number of flora species each time the Swamp has

been surveyed. Specirnens of the threatened
specie s Prasphyllunx uroglossunr and Gentiana
wingecarribiensis have been found in the middle
of the swamp for the first time since studies were
commenced. In one instance, both species,
togetlrer with male and female Petalura gigantea
have been found within a one metre square site.

An archaeological survey of the Swamp is

underway. Archaeologists will be undertaking
excavations in the upstream areas of the swamp.
Previous carbon dating had put the swamp at either
between 5000 to 8000 or 5000 to 2000 years old,
which could mean the swamp is not as old as

previously believed.

David Tranter continues to press for the former
school forest site to be considered as the location for
the Field Studies Centre - to preserve the site and the
unique Californian Redwood forest.

Robertson Heritage Railway
Station Project

+ WORKINGBEES+
Saturday 16 February 2002
Sunday 17 March 2002

As you all know, the project has started, and is
progressing well. Our small but enthusiastic team
believes that there are many people out there in the
Robertson community who are willing to give us a
hand, and who will want to feel they have
contributed to the Railway Station's revival.

The Steering Committee cordially invites you to
come along to discover what is going oD, to tell us
your ideas about how the buildings and grounds
might be used, and to take part in the Working
Bees. If you visit the Station you will be able to
see:
o Newly erected safety fencing
o The (unfinished) painting of the Railway

Station in its original colours
o Progress with the dry stone wall around the

heritage garden
o New planting
. The site for the paths and new shelter sheds

During the Working Bees we will be doing the
following tasks:
o Installing the edging for the pathways
o Extending the vehicle barriers
o Preparing planting sites for tree ferns
o Preparing the rhododendron garden
. Removing weeds
o Watering plants
o Painting parts of the Feffler's Shed

o Gathering stones for the dry stone wall
. Sawing up small logs
. and many other little jobs.

There is something going on all day - a choice of
activities to suit the interests and abilities of
everyone, and tools are provided. Come when you
can, leave when you must, and invite friends too.

Remember if you can't make the Working Bees we
are working at the station every Tuesday and

Wednesday, so please come along. All are
welcome
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Honorary Auditor Needed
Do you know anyone who might help us?

We need an honorary Auditor for the Robertson
Heritage Railway Station Project. The person must
be a Certified Practicing Accountant (CPA), and be
willing to audit in March 2002. The scope of the
project is that approximately $70,000 has been
granted, and the expenditure is over the last six
months. The books are in excellent shape, and the
task is not considered too onerous. If you know
someone who might volunteer please contact our
Treasurer, Anne Wilson, oll 4885 1598.

A Timely Talk - On Bushfires

The speaker for our April meeting (12 April2002)
will be a bushfire expert. Details are not yet
finalised but will be in the next issue of Eucryphia.

Some members were uncomfortably close to the
recent fires in the catchment area north of
Macquarie Pass and Mt Mutr&y, so the talk and
subsequent discussion will be timely, and relevant
to all members.

TENTATIVE PROGRAM FOR ROBERTSON SEWERAGE SCHEME

November 2001 to March 20A2 Options Development Report

April 2002 Council to select a preferred option

May 2002 Value Management Study

June to November 2002 Prepare Draft Environmental lmpact Statement and other specialist studies

December 2002 Review Draft Environmental lmpact Statement

January 2003 Finalise Environmental lmpact Statement

February to March 2003 Exhibit Environmental lmpact Statement

May 2003 Determine Environmental lmpact Statement

June 2003 to October 2003 Prepare, review and finalise design and construction specification

November 2003 to February 2004 Tendering procedure

March 2004 Con struction commen cement

March 2005 Tentative Completion

Sewerbge Scheme Update

This programme is reproduced from the October 2001 issug of The Robertson Sewerage Newsletter from the
Wingecarribee Shire Council and the Department of Land & Water Conservation.

Wingecarribee Bird Watch populations is an important indicator of the health
of our biodiversity. Council has approved these
funds and the first stage of the project should take
six months.

There is a movement to develop a bird monitoring
programme for the Shire rvith broad participation.
To begin this programme a comprehensive, well-
prepared check-off list of known local species and
their habitats is needed.

The Council's Environment Cornmittee has
proposed that some of the funds from the
Environment Levy should be used for this purpose
as the occurrence and distribution of native bird

It is hoped that this project will link the
conseryation activities in the Shire to the nature-
based tourism industry. Bird watching is a very
popular activity worldwide, and a generator of
tourism. For further information, enquiries or
suggestions please contact Jane Lemann, Bushland
Coordinator Phone 4887 1294 or 4868 0833.



The Weeping Willornls of Southern NSW

After the battle of Waterloo. the Emperor Napoleon
finding that all hope of escape had been cut off, decided
to surrender to Captain Maitland on the deck of the
'Belerophon' on l5th July I 815. claiming the protection
of British Laws.

The problem which faced the British government was
where to confine him so that he could not escape again as

he had already done when he had been confined on the
island of Elba.

One of the British officers present on the deck of the
'Belerophon' when Napoleon surrendered was Captain
James Balfour who owned an estate on the island of St
Helena, 1000 miles from the coast of Africa. Captain
Balfour suggested to the British government that his
estate qould be an ideal place on which to confine the
Emperor, as any affempt to escape from there would
easily be foiled by the British Navy.

The plan was agreed to and Napoleon was sent to Captain
Balfour's estate on St Helena. As the years passed

Captain Balfour and he family became ver.v friendly with
Napoleon who often would bounce Balfour's small
daughter on his knee and tell her stories. On 5th May
l82l Napoleon died and was buried on St Helena and a
Weeping Willow was planted near his grave.

Years later Captain Balfour decided to immigrate with his
family to New South Wales, settling at property known as

'The Briars' at Bungendore, and bringing with him a

cutting from the Weeping Willow growing over
Napoleon's grave. The cutting grew and Captain Balfour
gave cuttings from the tree to his friends to plant along
water in courses in southern New South Wales, where
they proliferated.

It is said the Weeping Willows of southern New South
Wales all weep for Napoleon. lncidentally, there is an
engraving depicting his surrender on the 'Belerophon' in
the hallway at St Clair, the headquarters of the Goulburn
Historical Society. It is from the records of the Society
that this story comes.

It is indeed unfortunate that the Weeping Willow and its
relative the Crack Willow, although introduced with the
best intentions have had such a disasffous effect on our
waterways by rafting, destruction of banks, choking of
streams, dropping of leaves etc. We should all think very
seriously before introduction of any exotic species into
this country.

- by Dallas Ford, Goulburn City Landcare Group

Woodland Birds of NSW are disappearing - what you can do to help.

Most important is to protect the woodland habitat that
remains. Re-planting new habitat can be useful but it
is difficult, if not impossible to re-create the diversity
of trees, shrubs, wildflowers, fungi and insects that
occur in natural woodland.

As an individual landowner, a Landcare group
member, a naturalist, or a manager of public land,
there are simple things you can do to help stop our
woodland birds disappearing.

Seven useful rules for improving woodland habitat
for birds:

l. Protect and enhance what is Ieft first. Don't put
energy into re-creating habitat until you or your
organisation has protected what is left. This applies
both at the individual property level as well as for
projects at the district, state and national scale.

2. Big areas are more irnportant than small areas (size
does matter rule #l). Small remnants can be very
important but larger areas are more likely to support
viable populations of woodland birds into the future.

3. Big trees are better (size does matter rule #2).
Ten, twenty or even 100 saplings don't have the
habitat value that one large tree has for most birds.

4.Dead wood is important habitat. Leave it standing,
leave it fallen.

5. Understorey matters. Don't dam age an area with
a native understorey simply to plant more trees.

6. Grazing by stock of woodland sites? This is a
complex issue which can be very site specific,
depending on the Upe of country and what weeds are

present. If it hasn't been grazed regularly don't staft
now. lf grazing is continuing maybe reduce grazing
and stop grazing in the spring to allow plants to
flower and set seed. Get expert advice if you want to
be sure of the best approach at a particular site (from
National Parks and Wildlife or Birds Australia).

7 .lf you do re-recreate habitat aim, if possible, to
re-create what was there prior to clearing. Put in an

understorey as well as trees. Use indigenous plants
from local seed sources.
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The Antarctic Environ ment

Fifteen years before I was born, the
" Endurance" Lay at anchor in the Thames,
bound for Antarctica by way of South Georgia.
Ernest Shackleton had spent the past five years
raising funds for a private expedition to cross
Antarctica by way of the South Pole.

The day that old King George the Fifth
presented the Union Jack to the Endurance,
World War I broke out. Shackleton and his
crew put their ship and themselves at the
disposal of the British Government which in
another age had sent Cook out to find the Great
South Land. The First Lord of the Admiralty
was Churchill - " Proceed as planned', he said,
"To South Georgia".

When Cook charted South Georgia's shores, it
was summer time. He was amazed to find snow
reaching from the mountains to the sea,

although its latitude was the same as England's.
No Gulf Stream there to keep the climate mild.

Yet that was not the way it used to be - the
Waratah, the Banksia and all their protea kin
were born mid-latitude in Gondwana Land long
before the dreamtime. Australia and Antarctica
were the last fwo continents to separate.
Australia drifted north and Antarctica south,
opening up a circumpolar ocean where
"Roaring Forties" and "Furious Fifties" sweep a

current unabated round the world shedding an
eddy in the lee of Pahner Peninsula.

Antarctica got colder and whiter, its mantle of
snow and ice reflecting summer radiation back
into the stratosphere. Colder year by year, and
colder still, till even the surface of the sea began
to freeze in winter to form pack ice which
extended halfway to South America.

From an eyrie in space, in slow motion, the pack
expands and contracts once a year, in and out, in
and out, like a beatirg heart, or the lungs of a
great global animal, taking annual gulps of
carbon dioxide in exchange for oxygen.

Winter brings nutrients to the surface, spring
brings the sunlight back. An algal mat grows in

the pack. where light and nutrients meet, and the
waters bloom with plankton.

Ice algae absorbs radiant heat, the ice cracks
open at the water line spilling vegetable
concentrate into the sea, an annual feast for
animals on the bottom, rich in numbers, rich in
species, rich in biomass.

Summer waters swarrn with krill. the most
abundant species on this earth, which are swept
into the throats of whales, seals, penguins,
flying birds and fish. And the nets of Antarctic
trawlers. No rest at night, there is no night in
summer at the edge of this frozen ocean.

Antarctic whaling gained momentum after
World War I. Each whale in turn was taken till
it was too scarce to bother with any more. The
Blue Whale first, the biggest one, then the Fin,
the Sei, the Minke. Within 50 years they were
nearly gone. All but the little Minke which held
on.

Those leviathans ate a lot of ocean food, more
than all the humans in the world put together.
So did the luy Crabeater seal basking on the
pack ice in the summer sun or sidling off his
snowy bed to grab an easy meal of krill in the
waters just below.

All ecosystems are a web of plants and animals
tightly linked - their fates are interwoven. What
happens to one of them influences another. By
1970., the annual krill take by all whales had
dropped to a fraction of the past. What
happened to the rest? Where did it go? Who
were the beneficiaries?

Well, mainly it was the seals. How fast they
bred when they were well fed. How precocious
they became! Maybe Crabeaters were the
same? What observer would be game to
overwinter on the pack ice, to find out?

Penguins have hungry mouths to feed, hatched
on land in safe places, far from their parent's
feeding grounds. It's a long journey there and
back, and if their timing's wrong their chicks
will perish.
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The Antarctic Environment

So, how should we conserve this ecosystem?
Stop the whaling? Stan some sealing? Or
establish an Antarctic Sanctuary and let the chips
fall where they may? That was the big question
in the seventies and eighties. During an
International Research Expedition called
"BIOMASS" I joined a West German team on the
triwler Walter Herwig led by the Director of the
Wegener Institute. Named for the scientist who
first proposed the Theory of Continental Drift.

From Tierra del Fuega where the Andes meet the
sea, we sailed out through the Beagle Channel
and headed Southward where Endurance went,
where fogs and icebergs are a daily sight.

An oceanographer works from a platform
suspended out above the ocean. The Antarctic
seas are usually rough. but the Gods of
Oceanographers were kind, this time the seas

were smooth as glass. The bridge on Walther
Herwtg faces fore and aft to watch for icebergs
while the trawl is out. If the echo sounder can be

believed, the trawl will empty krill upon the deck.

How do these krill get back home to the coast
after the ice breaks up? Do they return on the
Intermediate Antarctic Current? Is
photosynthesis limited in mid summer by the
intensity of the noonday sun? Questions like this
need to be addressed if we are to understand how
the system works. And yeS, there are lovely
sunsets too !

From his base in South Georgia, Shackleton set

out to get as far south as he could by ship, then
walk from the Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea, right
across Antarctica by way of the South Pole. On
board was a talented photographer, the
Australian, Frank Hurley.

Way south below the Antarctic Circle, the
Endurance was caught fast in the ice, and was

carried north till it was crushed. As the crew
watched their home disintegrate, they heard its
moans and shrieks and dying agonies. Camping
out upon the ice for five long months, defying all
that Nature could do to them, watching day by
day for clear water.

When at last they could launch their little boats
they headed for the nearest land at Elephant
Island, an awful place in summer and impossible
in winter. On its dreadful shore, hungry, cold and
darnp, they camped beneath their upturned boats
waiting to be rescued.

When all hope of rescue had evaporated,
Shackleton took an open boat, four trusted men,
and set out for South Georgia 1000 miles away -
a tiny speck of land in a vast ocean, across the

roughest waters in the world. Against all odds,
they made a landing on the west coast, buffeted
by the full force of wind and swell, the wrong
side of the island.

No one had ever crossed South Georgia before,
yet with a carpenter's adze, fifty feet of rope, and

little food, by day and night they crossed its icy
peaks and deep crevasses to reach the whaling
station at Grytviken. At dawn they heard a

distant sound -their chronometer said half past

six. That was Start Work Time at the whaling
station.

Ten hours later, three wild-looking men emerged

from the hinterland. Sma[I children fled. "Who
the Hell are you?" asked the Station Manager.
Shackleton and his men were assumed to have
perished seventeen months ago. The nation was

at war - who were these men? "I om Shackleton",
their leader said, "l have come from Elephant
Island in an open boat. My men are there. I need

a ship to rescue them".

He took his men to the edge of the known world
and went back again and brought them safely
home - every desperate, solitztY, man - while his

country was at war on the beaches of Gallipoli
and in the killing fields of France. His grave is in
South Georgia, where the bones of whales and

abandoned whaling stations tell a different kind
of story about the industriousness of men.

- David Tranter
An address to the National Parks Association

Southern Highlands Branch
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For Browsers

Books, fapes CDs and websites of interesf fo REPS
memberc. Read, heard or browsed anything interesting
lately? Let us know.

The Map That Changed the World

This is the story of the rnan who virtually founded the
science of Geology, by his acute observations and
years of dogged fieldwork.

With liule education in the classical sense, William
Smith became an expert drainer of land for
agriculture and an adviser on the development of
mines and canals. This was in the early paft of the
l9th Centur], when roads were very poor and horses
were used as transport - in a way canals were the
'motorways' of the time.

While academics and the gentry collected rocks and
fossils as interesting curiosities (and tried to explain
their existence in terms of the 'great flood') William
not only collected fossils but made detailed notes of
locations and rock types in which they were found.

He discovered that similar species were found in the
same sort of rocks and that the same rock layers
could occur in different locations, often miles apart.
By recognising the sequerlce of the layers of rock,
identified by Upe and fossil content, he was able to
link up his observations and so produce a geological
map that would indicate the presence of specific
strata together with the layers or rock above or below
them. He was in fact the first stratigypher.

William Smith produced the first geological map in
tlre world - a circular map of the area around Bath, in
1799. Later he produced a geological map of
England, in 1881, with a coloured version in 1815.

Much of his work u,as done at his own considerable
expense, in the face of carping and ignorance (not to
mention plagiarism) by the 'Scientific Establishment'
of the day.

It really is quite a harrowing tale, of perseverance and

determination, 8s well as vision and field
observations uncommon in that era. Highly
recommended as an incredible story of a key to
understanding the science of the rocks - on which
our environment is based as surely now as it ever
was.

The Map That Changed The World -The tale of
William Smith and the birth of a Science by Simon
Winchester; Penguin lViking, London 2001

- Roy Freere

Assistance for rescued wildlife

WIRES (the Wildlife Information and Rescue
Service) would appreciate contact phone numbers
from any REPS members who could occasionally
provide native plant food for the animals they have
rescued. So if you have a bush garden perhaps you
could phone and leave your number, and let WIRES
know what sort of leaves you may be prepared to
provide. Phone WIRES on 4862 1788

Another Newsletter

Did you know about the Council newsletter? The
Wingecaruibee Web - A Comntunity Environntental
Newsletter of the Southern Highlands, is edited and
printed by Wingecarribee Shire Council. The
December 2001 issue is quite comprehensive. To get
onto the mailing list I suggest you contact Martin
Zierholz, at the Council, Civic Centre, Elizabeth
Street, Moss Vale. Phone 4868 0833 or Fax 4869
1203. or email : martin.zierholz@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Dingo Society

Representatives of the Merigal Dingo Sanctuary
attended our December talk on Dingoes given by
Alan Newsome. They asked that we provide their
information to our members. The Australian Native
Dog Conservation Society Limited runs the Dingo
Sanctu ary at Bargo, and publishes Merigal - A Voice

_fo, the Dingo newsletter.

Their address is Dingo Sanctuzry,590 Arina Rd, (PO

Box 9l ) Bargo NSW 2574. The Sanctuary is open
MondsyS, Thursdoys, Saturdays and Sundays l0 -
Zpm and at other times by arrangement.

Editor's Note
Please send your contributions to: The Editor
Eucryphia, clo REPS, PO Box 45, Robertson 2577

Contact REPS

All who are interested in are supporting our aim are

welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote the
preservation and enhancement of the Robertson
environment. We welcome contact with individuals
and other community groups.

Please contact:
The Secretzty,
PO Box 45, Robertson NSW 2577.
Phone (Secretary) 4885 1394
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