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PUBLIC MEETING
FRIDAY 11th OCTOBER 2019 7.30PM
Robertson Community Centre, Caalong Street, Robertson
DR KEVIN MILLS will speak about
FERNS OF THE NSW SOUTH COAST AND THE ROBERTSON AREA
The ferns make up about 10 percent of the region’s flora, although in some environments they
dominate the forest, particularly in rainforest. The region contains 131 species of fern and fern ally, which is
70 percent of the species found in NSW as a whole. Most of these species can be found in the Robertson area,
given the high diversity of habitats and high rainfall in that area. The talk will discuss the ferns as a plant
group, fern groups, and target those ferns that can readily be found in the Robertson rainforest.
Kevin Mills has been studying the flora of the south coast for over 35 years and for several years he
has been closely surveying the region’s ferns and is an authority on the group in south-eastern NSW. He has
added several species to the fern lists for the region and the state.

Microsorum scandens
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ALL WELCOME

Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

▪

REPORT OF TALK AT REPS MEETING
FRIDAY 9TH AUGUST 2019
Ngununegula – Working and Walking Together

▪

▪

Near Wilde’s Meadow there are scar trees from
which canoes had been cut. Aunty Trish
showed us a photo of five of these trees in a
circle which she had come upon while walking
in the bush.
There is also a scar tree at Bong Bong from
which a shield had been cut. Bong Bong was
the site of a big battle long ago between the
Bong Bong tribe and a tribe from the coast.
Trish is in the process of documenting this
battle, which reportedly was over a woman,
and in which over 200 died.
Bundanoon is a sorry place because it was the
site of a massacre, which is also in the process
of being documented.

Aunty Trish shared some of her detailed
knowledge of animals and their relationship to the
land, such as the fact that close observation of the
behaviour of ants reveals signs of coming rain, and
the number of black cockatoos appearing together
predicts the likely number of days of rain. She
showed us one of her beautiful artworks depicting
a dragonfly touching the water at the Nellie’s Glen
birthing site, which she told us has the biggest
dragonflies in the world. Her traditional name is
Kalawatawarra, which means dragonfly.

REPS member Ted Smith introduced our guest
speaker, Aunty Trish Levett, who is a
Gundungurra elder. She is a fluent speaker of the
local language, in which she welcomed us to
country, and she is passionate about passing on the
language to the next generation. She is also a
highly talented artist, and works in cancer care, as
well as running her own business and being a
tireless advocate on issues relating to Indigenous
people and culture.
Aunty Trish told us many things we did not
know about familiar local places. For example:
▪ Moss Vale used to be a corroboree ground and
a camping ground on a bridal trail from the
South Coast.
▪ The Blue Pool at Carrington Falls is a
traditional healing hole which is now registered
as a sacred site. Anyone can still go there and
use the pool as a swimming hole, but it is
respectful to drop a pebble into the waterhole
to let the ancestors know that you are there.
▪ Nellie’s Glen at Carrington Falls was a
women’s birthing site, and the large flat area
with many rock pools at the top of Carrington
Falls was where the men waited while their
wives were giving birth. Women were not to go
too far into this men’s area.
▪ A cave at Belmore Falls contains an old
painting of eels in red ochre, and groove marks
where the old men used to sharpen their spears.
There are many of these groove marks at
Carrington Falls as well.

The leaves of the sarsaparilla plant are
chewed in order to cleanse all organs and the
blood. However this remedy cannot be used with
any blood thinners or during chemotherapy. The
horsetail sheoak is used to treat diarrhoea, and the
inner bark can be used to make a mouthwash or to
plug a painful hole in a tooth. Bloodwood tree sap
is used to heal cuts, and both bracken fern and
pigface leaves are used to relieve stings. Geebung
bark is crushed and mixed with water to make a
poultice for treating ulcers.
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culture, bush medicines, and dance throughout
many communities and runs cultural healing
workshops. And, in answer to a question at the end
of her talk she indicated that she would be willing
to lead a bushwalk for REPS some time when the
weather warms up – and the enthusiastic response
from those present showed that I would not be the
only one who would very much look forward to the
privilege of learning more from her in that way.
Report by Judith Mee
Photos by David Mee

Crushed blackwood leaves will lather in
water to make a soap which leaves the skin very
smooth. Old man banksia seeds on a stick make
long-burning torches, and it came as no surprise to
be told what the leaves of the sandpaper fig are
used for. Paperbark is soaked to get rid of white
powder (and spiders), and the wet bark can then be
used to wrap around fish for cooking. Gum leaves
are burned in smoking ceremonies for cleansing;
wattle leaves are used when a woman has died.

THE THIN GREEN LINE
Providing project funds to help landholders
manage and link critical habitat for wildlife.
by David Rush
The forest areas of the Illawarra
Escarpment east of Robertson are recognised as
being at their thinnest width in terms of continuous
connectivity between Newcastle and the Victorian
border. In some parts, this ‘pinch point’ is less than
200m wide which creates something of a
bottleneck when it comes to the capacity of
wildlife to move, find food, shelter and for
breeding purposes. A major event, such as a
wildfire or severe storm, could sever this thin green
line restricting the movement of native animals,
especially threatened species. These animals are
already struggling to deal with habitat loss and pest
species invasion. Their homes are fragmented due
to decades of land clearing, urban and rural
development, roads, rail and the impacts of climate
change. These issues are leading to the decline and
may even lead to local extinction of some
threatened species.

Trish showed us
images of several
of her paintings.
Her artwork is
exhibited widely,
including
in
Parliament House
in Sydney, and
has been highly
commended both
in Australia and
internationally. The shirt she was wearing at the
meeting was made from a print of one of her
works, and another painting representing songlines
is to be printed on the shirts of the NBL Illawarra
Sharks. She has to collect ochres from her own
country, not from coastal areas. Yellow ochre is
used for ceremonies. In NSW men use red ochre,
but not women.
Aunty
Trish’s
work
documenting
Aboriginal history has often necessitated her strong
advocacy for the preservation of important sites,
and for sensitivity by local authorities in the
placement and design of things like bridges and
roads. She has also been a long-term political
activist at state and federal levels, fighting for the
rights of land and culture, and protesting against
black deaths in custody. She is an ambassador of
the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra. What
more could she possibly squeeze into her busy life?
Well, she also teaches her traditional language,

The Thin Green Line project area targets landholders of the
Illawarra Escarpment near Robertson.
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Increasing
habitat
integrity
and
connectivity by reducing introduced weeds and
pest animals is a vital part of the strategy to
‘thicken’ this thin green line. So too is targeting the
important vegetation communities that lie within
the target area. The project focuses on an area
mostly east of Robertson that lies above and below
the Illawarra Escarpment and provides landholder
funding to manage introduced weeds and feral
animals (including foxes and feral cats), for
fencing materials, native tree planting, training
workshops and information resources. In previous
workshops using motion detection cameras,
landholders have found threatened species such as
the long-nosed potoroo and koala near the top of
the escarpment.
The Illawarra Escarpment forests and
plateau areas support a rich diversity of plants and
animals including about 40 threatened animals
with some that are only found along the
escarpment. This includes habitat for the sooty
owl, stuttering frog, Australian brush-turkey, greyheaded flying fox, spotted-tailed quoll, greater
glider and Highland’s forest skink.

Some of the important vegetation
communities in this area include Robertson Basalt
Tall Open Forest, Southern Highlands Shale Forest
and Woodland and Robertson Rainforest (the latter
two are now both listed as Critically Endangered
vegetation communities under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999).
Partnership approach
The Thin Green Line project operates with
a consortium of partners. Lead project partner,
National Parks Association of NSW (NPA), works
directly with landholders, community groups and
with local and state government land managers to
address the project issues and engage landholders
in an area that has its fair share of non-permanent
residents. The partners include Wingecarribee,
Shellharbour, and Kiama Councils, South East
Local Land Services, Illawarra Local Aboriginal
Land Council, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, the Wildlife Preservation Society and
REPS.
The project works across all tenures
regardless of ownership and encourages private
landholders to engage in weed and feral animal
control to assist with reducing the impacts on
native wildlife species, particularly endangered
species. Conducting pest species control works
best when done in conjunction with neighbouring
landholders and government agencies as part of a
landscape approach to reduce pest species every
spring and summer.

Fox cage traps lent to landholders to reduce predation on
threatened native animals like the Long-nosed Potoroo.

So far, more than 40 Landholders have
attended training workshops in feral animal control
and fox cage traps (funded by the Wildlife
Preservation Society) have been made available to

A Rainforest patch just below the Illawarra Escarpment near
Tongarra is critical to protect for wildlife corridors into the
future.
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loan. In addition, several landholders have taken up
funding agreements to help manage their forest
patches through contract weed control, fencing and
tree planting to protect and connect forest patches.
The Thin Green Line project is contributing
production and publishing funds for the revised
second edition of A Guide to the Yarrawa Brush
booklet, which was originally published in 1993.
This second edition is planned to be expanded with
colour photos and updated information on many of
the common plant species found within Robertson
Rainforest.
Greater gliders were once abundant in the forests of the
Illawarra Escarpment.

Project funding a big help
Robertson Landowners, Ivan and Liz, say
the funding provided by the Thin Green Line
project has helped to pay for new fencing materials
and pay a contractor to remove willows and
bamboo. Ivan and Liz say they were unable to do
all the weed control work themselves as the job
was too big. They also say the funding was a major
help to manage their 4-hectare patch of Robertson
Rainforest.
One of the native tree planting sites funded by the Thin Green
Line project in the Carrington Falls area to link native
vegetation and to provide a wind break.

Scientific research
The project also involves PhD and honours
students from the University of Wollongong who
are studying small ground dwelling and arboreal
mammals. Part of the research involves cage
trapping to enable data recording and genetic
sampling of individual animals which can be used
for future studies into the movement of these
animals across the landscape. This will assist in
identifying if the project actions are helping to
improve habitat condition and connectivity thus
allowing for wildlife movement. The research is
trialing a novel motion camera technique called the
‘selfie trap’, which takes a close-up photo of
individual animals when they come to investigate
an attractant in a tube with a camera attached. It is
possible that the photos could be used for
individual fur pattern identification and the
technique is cheaper and less labour-intensive than
traditional cage trapping.

Part of the new fence installed with the funding support
received from the Thin Green Line project.

Landholder presentation & how to get involved
Landholders with patches of native
bushland in the target areas of East Kangaloon,
Mount Butler to Mount Murray, south through
Robertson to Clover Hill, Watts Hill, St Anthony’s,
Pheasant Ground to Knights Hill, Bells Hill and
Carrington Falls may be eligible to get involved.
You can learn more about the project by
attending a presentation on Sunday morning 27th
October at the Robertson CTC. Please contact
project manager David Rush on 0418 977 402 or
email: davidr@npansw.org.au to register for the
presentation or express your interest in the project.
Registrations for the Robertson CTC presentation
is essential. The Thin Green Line project is funded
by the NSW Environmental Trust Bush Connect
Program.
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POETRY CORNER

edited by Peter Glass

Written especially for this Eucryphia issue by our new member Mark Turner.
Thank you Mark.

Two Tree Ferns of Robertson
The Antarctica we named soft
The Australis we called rough
The Dicksonia and Cyathea
Both tree ferns that grow tough.
We see them in our forests
On creek banks and rocky ground
They’ll thrive around our district
If we keep the climate sound.
Aspiring for the light
Fronds towards the sun
Grasping for that window space
Not so easily won.

Both born of tribes apart
Each independent to the core
Yet both sit side by side
No need for thoughts of war.
Some four hundred million years
Such beauties have endured
And while our world has forests
May their future be secured.
While exploring in the wilderness
These wonders you might sight
Take a lesson in survival
As we grasp towards the light.
Mark Turner 2019

Original poems are welcomed. Please contact Peter on 4885 1921
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ROBERTSON RAINFOREST REMNANTS ARE NOW FURTHER PROTECTED
Robertson Rainforest Remnants (Yarrawa Brush plant community) have been officially declared Critically
Endangered by the Commonwealth Environment Minister, the Hon. Sussan Ley MP. Below is a quote from
the official release. The scientific committee that made the recommendation, and members of which visited
Robertson, thanked REPS for the help and hospitality afforded to them. Our environment is so precious and
should be valued as such.
David Mee
The Minister for the Environment, the Hon. Sussan Ley MP, has amended the list of threatened ecological
communities under the EPBC Act to include two new critically endangered TECs. These listings took effect
from 5 September 2019.
Information on both of these threatened ecological communities can be found in the Department’s Species
Profile and Threats Database (SPRAT). The two new listings are:
•
•
•

The Robertson Rainforest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion
This rainforest is only found near Robertson in the Southern Highlands of NSW.
It is critically endangered. Up to 85% has been lost and what remains in fragmented and under threat
from clearing, invasive species, fire, under-scrubbing and weeds.
Protection of this rainforest protects habitat for at least eight threatened animals, including the
Littlejohn’s Tree Frog and Spotted-tailed Quoll.

The Illawarra-Shoalhaven Subtropical Rainforest of the Sydney Basin Bioregion
•
•
•

This rainforest is found below the escarpment of the NSW south coast.
It is critically endangered. Up to 80% has already been lost and what remains is damaged and under
further threat from clearing, fire, feral animals and weeds.
Protection of this rainforest protects habitat for several threatened species including the Illawarra
Socketwood Tree and the Spotted-tailed Quoll.
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DON’T MISS THE WARATAHS
AT ROBERTSON RAILWAY STATION
THIS OCTOBER.

FURTHER MEETING DATES FOR 2019
Friday 8th November – AGM and presentation
Friday 13th December – Christmas Party
VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
www.reps.org.au
CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am
onwards, subject to the weather.
Please come and join us for as long as you are able.
Meet at the footbridge in Hampden Park.
Don’t forget water, hat and gloves.
We have tools available, but bring your own if you
can.
The next working bee will be on
Saturday 26th October.
Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222

Art Exhibition at the Fettler’s Shed Gallery
12th -27th October 10.00 am – 3 pm weekends.
Flowers, plants and seeds for sale.
Cockatoo Run train visit on Sunday13th,
or just walk around the gardens any day.

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE
1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon.
Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring
garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly
appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not
necessary to stay for the full time.
Contacts:
* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.
* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com

Helicia glabriflora
Following a previous article on this locally rare
species, here is a photo of leaves that have a
characteristic bulge known as a pulvinus at their
base, a useful identification feature.

CONTACT REPS
Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. Further
info and subscriptions please contact:
President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483
or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577
REPS MEMBERSHIP

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor,
Allan Stiles, at stilesaljen@bigpond.com .

Membership is from November to November. We
are having a great year in 2019. If you are not yet a
member, please consider becoming one.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are
not necessarily the views of the society.
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