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PUBLIC MEETING
FRIDAY 9th AUGUST 2019 7.30PM
ROBERTSON COMMUNITY CENTRE,
CAALONG STREET, ROBERTSON
ABORIGINAL ARTIST AUNTY TRISH LEVETT
will be speaking about what bush medicines were used and are still used today,
the history of the area, and sacred sites.
Aunty Trish Levett is a proud Gundungurra woman,
knowledge holder (Elder) and traditional lore holder from
“Mettagong” (now spelt Mittagong), Wingecarribee
(Woonjeegaaribay) in the Southern Highlands of NSW. She
lives on the South Coast on Dharawal country and works in the
Illawarra as well as running her own business, Rite BakAtcha
Dreaming. Her traditional name is Kalawatawarra, which
means dragonfly. She teaches her traditional language, culture,
bush medicines, and dance throughout many communities and
runs cultural healing workshops. She is an Ambassador of the
Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra, representing her family
on Gundungurra country.
Trish wears many hats in the wider Aboriginal
communities; is a well-known Aboriginal artist who has
exhibited in many places including Parliament House in
Sydney, where she received a highly commended award. She
has sold many artworks internationally, designed logos for
Aboriginal companies, designed Aboriginal work shirts and has
recently designed a pair of sneakers for NBL Sydney Kings
player to wear at the first ever Indigenous round of the National Basketball League.
She is an Aboriginal activist who is very proactive in fighting for the rights of land and against black
deaths in custody. She walked with Clinton Pryor into Canberra fighting for Justice and protested recently on
the Gold Coast about issues affecting Aboriginal communities from all over Australia. She has been involved
with traditional lore holders throughout Australia to help protect water spirit where they are singing up the
rivers on sacred land and sacred sites in traditional ceremony to bring back the flowing waters.
ALL WELCOME
Join us for supper and a chat after the talk. A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

A sacred site

An old picture of Gundungurra country
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REPORT OF TALK AT REPS MEETING
FRIDAY 14th JUNE 2019
ECHIDNAS

the most plentiful. It is mostly solitary, except
during breeding season, and has a large range of up
to 300 acres, but not a defined habitat. Its favourite
foods are ants’ eggs, termites and ants, but it will
also eat bugs and grubs.

President Peter Glass introduced the guest
speaker, John Marsh, who had travelled all the way
from Merimbula on the far south coast of NSW to
present his talk to REPS on the echidna, which he
characterised as “the most amazing, awesome and
totally different animal”.
John’s work over the past nine years as
Manager of Animal Welfare, Head Dingo Keeper
and Educator at Potoroo Palace Native Animal
Education Sanctuary awakened his special interest
in the Short-beaked Echidna (Tachyglossus
aculeatus). Echidnas are members of the smallest
sub-class of mammals, known as monotremes,
which are egg-laying. There are only three
members in this sub-class: the platypus, the shortbeaked echidna (both endemic to Australia) and the
long-beaked echidna, which is about three times
the size of a short-beaked echidna and whose
habitat is the highlands of Papua New Guinea.
John explained that the word ‘monotreme’,
although widely believed to mean ‘egg-laying
mammal’, actually means ‘one hole’, and refers to
the ‘cloaca’, a single cavity in the body of a
monotreme through which both excretory and
reproductive organs operate. Monotremes are the
oldest mammal species continuously living on the
planet – the earliest known monotreme fossil is
120 million years old.
The Short-beaked Echidna is the most
widespread mammal in Australia, being found in
all states and territories, but this does not mean it is

John Marsh

John described its key physical characteristics:
▪

▪
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
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the tongue is very long and fast-moving (up to
100 times per minute), and is coated with
small barbs and sticky saliva for catching
insects
the mouth is very small, with bony plates that
the tongue rubs against, instead of teeth
the beak looks leathery because it is covered in
skin, but it is actually made of bone and is
attached to the skull
the echidna uses its beak as a sensor to locate
food by moving it along close to the ground
the tail is short and stumpy
the back legs point backwards and can reach to
scratch every part of its body
it has spines (not like a porcupine’s quills) but
no venom
female echidnas don’t have a real pouch but
can create a temporary one using folds in their
skin
the echidna has the lowest body temperature
among mammals, at 31-33 degrees Celsius

▪

▪
▪

in extreme heat it can lower its body
temperature dramatically into a kind of torpor,
but it does not hibernate
it can’t pant or sweat so it can suffer from heat
stress, and it is nocturnal in hot desert areas
the spines are rooted in muscles next to the
skeleton, and each spine can be moved
individually.

▪
▪

▪

The audience was treated to some interesting
facts about echidna behaviour. They are amazing
escape artists with the ability to dig themselves a
hole at great speed, into which they can almost
disappear very quickly. They have even been
known to dig through bitumen. John told us of how
a group of five echidnas taken to a wildlife refuge
in Victoria used ingenuity and cooperation to
escape from a compound surrounded by a smooth
Colorbond fence by piling their five water bowls
on top of each other in a corner and then backing
up to them and climbing using their ability to move
each spine separately. Their nostrils often become
clogged with dirt, which they flush out with water.
They can swim to cross creeks or just to cool
down, and John has even seen some surfing at
Pambula beach!

▪
▪

▪

▪

When threatened, echidnas defend themselves
by rolling themselves up into a spiny ball or
digging themselves into a hole, but even so they
can be victims of predators, especially dingoes,
feral and domestic dogs. Other threats are loss of
habitat and the widespread use of insecticides
which can build up in an echidna’s system because
of its insect diet. However, the greatest threat is the
motor car, and 90.7% of deaths are from road kill.
John advised that if rescuing an injured echidna, it
is important not to wrap it up to keep it warm as
with other animals, and to ask the vet not to put it
on a heat pad, because of its susceptibility to heat
stress.
There is much that is still unknown about
echidnas, including their life span, and there are
also common misconceptions about them which
are still perpetuated by some so-called experts.
One example is the often-repeated advice to pick
up echidnas by their back legs, which can actually
dislocate the legs. It is not usually necessary to
pick one up at all, but if it is in danger, slide the
hands or a small mat gently under it between the
legs when the body is relaxed. John advised that
the most reliable information is contained in the

Echidna swimming

John also gave us a detailed description of echidna
mating and breeding behaviour:
▪

▪

▪

after doing this she mates with one of the
males only.
After a gestation period of 20 days she lays a
single egg about the size of a 5 cent piece.
When the baby, known as a puggle, hatches, it
is about 1/3 the size and about 1/7 the weight
of a 5c piece.
The mother is able to extend her cloaca so that
she can release the puggle directly into her
pouch.
The puggle remains in the pouch and suckles
for about 50 days, until its spines grow.
The mother then digs a nursery burrow for it,
gives it a feed for about 2 hours, then seals up
the entrance to the burrow with the puggle in
it and goes away for up to five to six days.
When she returns she opens up the burrow,
gives it another feed, then seals it up and goes
away again.
She repeats this process for up to 6 or 7
months before finally releasing the young one,
whereupon it will move up to 40km away.

When ready to breed, a female echidna will go
on a walk for between 1 and 60 days, putting
out female pheromones.
Male echidnas will follow in a line, forming an
‘echidna trail’, which is the only time echidnas
are not solitary.
No one is quite sure what makes the female
decide to stop walking and dig a trench, but
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definitive book, The Echidna – Australia’s
Enigma, by the recognised world expert, Peggy
Rismiller. Dr Rismiller is the only one who has
actually tracked echidnas to gather accurate data on
their population. So far she has discovered that
there has been some decline in numbers on
Kangaroo Island in South Australia, where she is
based, but there is no data available so far for
mainland Australia.
Members of the public can help by
reporting echidna sightings using a phone app
‘Echidna CSI’.
John concluded his presentation by
showing a short video of a young albino echidna
feeding, which clearly showed the movement of its
long tongue. He then patiently answered many
questions from the appreciative audience.

Fitzroy Falls Spiny Cray stand-out purple claw

Report by Judith Mee
Photographs by David Mee
CRAYFISH UPDATE
Following the REPS meeting last
November we have this follow-up communication:
As we move into a commitment to a further
four years of habitat restoration on Wildes
Meadow Creek and its surrounds, we are
compiling a list of local people who are interested
in supplying diverse local flora for revegetation, in
particular those with an interest in local
provenance. We are also interested in compiling a
list of those interested in being engaged in weed
management, bush regeneration, and fencing.
Please drop me a line or send an email should this
sound like you. felicity.sturgiss@lls.nsw.gov.au

A yabby - a smooth crayfish (not a spiny) called Cherax
destructor - from the Murray-Darling system, enjoying lunch
over here in the east.

The smooth yabby claw for comparison

Felicity Sturgiss| Senior Land Services Officer Natural Resource Management
South East Local Land Services
42 Ryrie Street (PO Box 97) | Braidwood | NSW
Mobile: 0427 072 763 Landline: 02 4842 2594
Fitzroy Falls Spiny Cray
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BOOK REVIEW

Plant classification and identification using
observations of flowers, fruit, leaves and bark is
explained. A glossary of botanic terms and an
extensive bibliography are useful additions.
While only samples of the vast number of
species that are found in these rainforests could be
mentioned,
there
is
emphasis
on
the
interdependence of the various life-forms that
inhabit them. Animals, however, are not discussed,
although they are vital to the existence of
rainforests, especially in the dispersal of seeds. The
author’s choice of plant names, often controversial
between botanists, are in some cases debatable.
It is expected that this book will appeal to
bushwalkers, horticulturalists, those who live in
proximity to rainforests, as well as to students as it
is eminently readable and contains a wealth of
information and excellent photographs taken by the
author over many years.
I enjoyed reading this and unhesitatingly
recommend it.
Allan Stiles

Rainforests of Australia’s East Coast Peter Krisch,
Reed New Holland Publishers (2019), paperback,
272 pages. ISBN 978 1 92554 639 3. $35.00.

A GUIDE TO THE YARRAWA BRUSH
Trees, Shrubs and Vines of the Robertson
Rainforest Remnants
After months of preparation and research
by a sub-committee of REPS members: Neil
Boughton, Bob McInnes, Allan Stiles and Helen
and David Tranter, this booklet was published in
1993 with funding from a Save the Bush grant and
made freely available to members of the Robertson
community and other interested folk as a means of
making them aware of the special nature of the
remnants of what had been one of the most
significant rainforests in the state. It has been
widely utilised to identify local vegetation.
At the July REPS Committee meeting it
was decided that a second edition of this booklet
should be produced. A variety of aspects of the
project were discussed and the offer by Cathryn
Coutts to coordinate the project was welcomed.
Colour photographs will be featured and plant
names will, where necessary, be updated. As well
as trees, shrubs and vines it was suggested that
identification data on ferns and epiphytes,
including orchids, should be included. Much
remains to be done but we are confident that the
revised edition will be widely welcomed.

This recent publication gives a well-written
and fascinating overview of the coastal rainforests
from Victoria to North Queensland.
After an introductory chapter that defines
the classification of Australian rainforest types,
each is described and illustrated: Cool Temperate,
Warm Temperate, Subtropical, Dry, Monsoon,
Littoral and Gallery rainforests. Many rainforest
species are relicts of primitive plants from
Gondwana so there is an account of the evolution
of plants and continental drift.
Most previous rainforest books discuss
trees, shrubs and vines so the vivid accounts and
photographs of mosses, liverworts, fungi, lichens,
slime moulds and ferns are valued inclusions as
they are significant elements of these ecological
communities. Chapters on the conifers and cycads,
flowering trees and shrubs, vines, orchids, and
palms follow, all accompanied by attractive colour
photographs as well as distribution maps.
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POETRY CORNER

edited by Peter Glass

From "The Memory Collection" by Meg, mother of our local couple Mark and Janet Turner.
Thank you for passing the 'Bower Birds' on to us Mark.

Bower Birds…
The Bower-bird knows just what to do
to make sure the sign is clear –
he lays a treasure at his door
to say "You're welcome here."
So a lady bird stops in her tracks
to consider "go" or "stay" –
if the offering is fair enough,
she may never go away.
Blue pegs are, indeed, a lovely sight
as with some shells they mingle,
what's more the silent, watching bird
undoubtedly, is single…
A man could learn a lesson here,
should he be free and able –
be upfront and speak the truth
laying cards (and pegs) on table.
Meg Jameson '03

Joelle Renee Hattem

Ptilonorhynchus violaceus
The mature male Satin Bowerbirds are mostly solitary, but the 'green' birds are often seen in groups or
quite large flocks. In winter (outside of the breeding season), birds move to more open country.

Original poems are welcomed. Please contact Peter on 4885 1921
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FURTHER MEETING DATES FOR 2019

EDHIDNAS GALORE

Friday 11th October – Kevin Mills will speak on
his research into native ferns.
Friday 8th November – AGM and presentation

Thanks to David Mee for alerting us to a
fascinating article on ABC News about a property
near Moonie in Queensland where many echidnas
below a house kept the owner awake with their
antics.
This may be read and the photographs and
video enjoyed by visiting;
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-01/echidnasex-keeps-farmers-up-all-night/11370076

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
www.reps.org.au
CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am
onwards, subject to the weather. Please come and
join us for as long as you are able. Meet at the
footbridge in Hampden Park.
Don’t forget water, hat and gloves. We have tools
available, but bring your own if you can.
The next working bee will be on
Saturday 31st August.
Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222

How many Robertson residents would have
seen such a parade in their yard?

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE
1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon.
Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring
garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly
appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not
necessary to stay for the full time.
Contacts:
* NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.
* Cathryn Coutts at: cathryn.coutts@gmail.com
CONTACT REPS
Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. Further
info and subscriptions please contact:
President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483
or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editor,
Allan Stiles, at stilesaljen@bigpond.com .

REPS MEMBERSHIP

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are
not necessarily the views of the society.

Membership is from November to November. We
are having a great year in 2019. If you are not yet a
member, please consider becoming one.
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