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PUBLIC MEETING
Friday, 8th June 2018, 7.30pm
at the Robertson Community Hall

RAY MCGIBBON
(our local snake catcher)
Ray will:
* revise first aid for snake bites.
* supply an up-to-date species list of the top
twenty venomous reptiles in Australia.
* speak about some recent interesting work he’s
done with reptiles.
* show relocation videos.
* talk about a rare reptile disease that can be
found in reptiles that have shown up in Australia
* discuss other new research facts about venoms
and pain relief.

Ray with Lace Monitor

ALL WELCOME
Join us for supper and a chat after the talk.
A gold coin donation would be appreciated.
Ray with Tiger Snake

REPORT OF TALK AT REPS PUBLIC
MEETING, 13 April 2018
ARE OUR BIRD POPULATIONS
CHANGING?
The talk was presented by Dr Simon
Robinson, Conservation Officer for BirdLife
Southern Highlands and a BirdLife Southern
NSW Conservation Committee member. Simon
was ably assisted by Col Kohlhagen, the BirdLife
Southern Highlands Liaison Officer.
The talk was excellent, rather chilling and
contained excellent resources many people were
not aware of.
Simon categorised birds into:
The invaders
 Common Mynas.
The confused
 Crested Pigeons are meant to be on the
other side of the Great Dividing Range.
 Little Corellas and Long-billed Corellas
are interbreeding.
The homeless
 Rock Warblers are endemic to sandstone
areas of NSW. Their habitat is being
encroached upon by housing and
developments. They will not live outside
of sandstone regions
The refugees
Effects of climate change:
 Increased temperature
 Change in rainfall – less rain means
reduced food availability for birds.
 Fire – habitat destruction, bird deaths.
 Cyclones, storms – loss of nesting sites,
physical dislocation with cyclones.
 Sea level rise – flooded habitats, food not
available.
 Europe has reported that normally
migratory bird species are not migrating as
altered temperatures do not give the signal
to migrate. They now lose the opportunity
to feast on abundant, different species to
increase their breeding potential – plus

The advantage takers/opportunists
 Noisy Mynas, Rainbow Lorikeets and
Sulphur Crested Cockatoos are increasing
in number.
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they have to endure a lean winter, if they
can. In addition, new features such as
Chinese floating islands in the ocean, may
have a disorienting or confusing effect.
For further, very interesting reading and
interactive searches for birds in your area go to:
www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-southernhighlands
A source document on the topic of Simon’s
talk is: Climate Change Adaptation for Australian
Birds, (2014) (S. T. Garnett and D. C. Franklin
Eds), Collingwood, Victoria, Australia: CSIRO
Publishing.
The talk generated a great deal of
questions and conversation.
Report by Lyndy Scott
Photos by Bob McInnes

OUR ROBERTSON NATURE RESERVE
We would like to say Thank You to
Jaqueline Devereaux, the NPWS Ranger who
works with us at the Nature Reserve, for
organising a special Working Bee and also to the
seven other National Parks and Wildlife Service
staff who helped at the Reserve on 2nd May. It
was a great day and they were able to cut, poison
and truck away a lot of the large privets on the
western edge of the Reserve. We volunteers have
worked steadily on this area over the last couple
of years, achieving quite a lot, but this will have
made a great difference. Volunteers Cathy,
George and Helen pulled out grass from around
earlier plantings and hand-pulled smaller privets
on the day.
Caring for the Nature Reserve has been a
REPS project from our beginning in 1990 and,
thanks to the various volunteers who have helped
over that time, the main part is now mostly clear
of its previous weeds. This good work needs to
continue in the few weedy patches left to make
sure these weeds don’t take over again, for this
project is an important part of REPS aim “to
protect and enhance the Robertson environment”.
As well as being an important example of this
endangered ecological community, this rainforest
patch is an important part of Robertson’s heritage
and a lovely place to walk through and to show to
our visitors.

Further threats to current bird populations include:
 CATS! The biggest threat.
 Disease, particularly Beak and Feather Disease,
especially in Gang Gangs, which are
threatened.
 The disease is easily spread by people
feeding birds, for example on backyard
feeders.
Simon presented a number of graphs of
current bird populations and predicted future
populations. In general, habitats are declining and
so is the fate of birds. Simon suggested birds will
eventually go the way of the dinosaurs…
Fortunately, there was one bird of least
concern at present – the Southern Boobook. While
its distribution density changes over time, actual
numbers would not vary too much as they should
happily live in Tasmania. However, in doing so,
they will affect local bird populations.
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NPWS is more involved now, providing
support, equipment etc. for the volunteers and this
is a great help. Of the volunteers, Jane Lemann
has always helped regularly over many years and
her son George comes when he can. Cathy Coutts
has joined in recent years, but we have been small
in number for the work that needs to be done and
more helpers would be very welcome. It is a good
way to learn more about our rainforest plants. We
work to our own abilities, meeting at 9.30am, on
the first Wednesday, and finishing at noon, or
leave earlier if necessary, and we may adapt the
work area depending on the weather. If you are
interested call the local NPWS office on 4887
8244, or talk to me or Jane Lemann at a REPS
meeting for more information.
Over the more than 25 years of this
monthly weeding project I have been the contact
person for the group of volunteers and for NPWS
and at the Reserve each time, but now the time has
come for me to hand this over to someone else
who is willing to take on this task of helping our
beautiful Nature Reserve.
Helen Tranter.

Environmental weeds are plants that
continually invade and threaten our diverse
bushland, wetlands and other natural areas. Many
environmental weeds originate in home gardens.
Environmental weeds are distinct from
noxious weeds in that noxious weeds are
acknowledged as the most serious weeds in the
environment, and landholders are required under
state regulation to control them.
However, environmental weeds also cause
major problems in the local environment and
should also be controlled.
Environmental weed invasion results in the loss of
biodiversity. National Parks, bushland reserves,
roadsides, and bushland on private land can be
severely degraded by environmental weed
invasion.
Where environmental weeds have replaced
bushland, the habitat of native animals is
displaced. Native animals rely on a variety of
native plants for food and shelter.
Helping
control
the
spread
of
environmental weeds is the responsibility of
everyone in the community.
Controlling environmental weeds NOW
will help reduce the long term cost and impact on
our community and the environment.

We congratulate Helen on her admirable work
over so many years and acknowledge this
significant contribution she has made to preserve
the Nature Reserve, a beautiful local heritage site
as well as being important to science; many
botanists have studied its flora and listed the
species observed there. Helen has added to those
lists by identifying species previously missed.
Before REPS began to work in removing the
rampant weeds that were present, the Nature
Reserve had become sadly neglected. Now it is a
delightful showpiece for locals and visitors.
Editor

WEED CONTROL
The Wingecarribbee Shire has some very useful
information on Weed Control.
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/uploads/786/enviroweeds-web-small.pdf
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/uploads/786/envirow
eedlist2013.pdf
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/uploads/786/englishivy-a-growing-problem.pdf

The clip above is from the enviro weeds pamphlet.
It suggests alternatives that can be used as
replacements.
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/uploads/786/enviro-weeds-websmall.pdf
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POETRY CORNER

SNAKE

David Campbell

by

(From the book: Deaths and pretty cousins)

The tiger snake moves
Like slow lightning. Like
A yard of creek water
It flows over rocks
Carving the grass.
Where have you gone,
Long fellow, cold brother,
Like a lopped limb or
Truth that we shy from
Leaving a cast skin?
Snakes are like a line
Of poetry: a chill
Wind in the noon,
A slalom in the spine
Setting ears back, hair on end.
'Some people will not live
With a snake in the house'.
Mice make off. Look
Under your chair; worse
Take down a book:
The Tiger-Snake. Illustration from Australian Pictures by
Howard Willoughby (Religious Tract Society, c 1886).

A line like an icicle!

We would very much welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65 Vandenbergh Road, Robertson 2577. Tel: 4885 1921
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SNAKE
by Ian Mudie (1911-1976)

Suddenly the grass before my feet
Shakes and becomes alive.
The snake
Twists, almost leaps,
Graceful even in terror,
Smoothness looping back over smoothness,
Slithers away, disappears.

- And the grass is again still.
And surely, by whatever means of communication
Is available to snakes,
The word is passed:
Hey, I just met a man, a monster, too;
Must have been, oh, seven feet tall.
So keep away from the long grass,
It’s dangerous there.
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Two common trees in Robertson rainforests.

Acmenia smithii (Lilly Pilli) Notice the leaves in pairs (opposite) and fruits.

Doryphora sassafras Notice the opposite leaves and serrated leaf margins.
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FURTHER REPS MEETINGS 2018

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE

Friday 8th June
Highlands snake catcher and reptile expert
Ray McGibbon

1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am -noon.
Meet at the South Street Carpark. Please bring
garden gloves. More volunteers would be greatly
appreciated. Everyone is welcome. It is not
necessary to stay for the full time.
Details: NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.

Friday 10th August
Friday 12th October
Friday 9th November
AGM and presentation

REPS MEMBERSHIP
Membership is from November to November. We
are having a great year in 2018. If you are not yet
a member, please consider becoming one.
Helen Tranter phone 4885 1394

Friday 14th December
Christmas Party

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
CONTACT REPS

The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am
onwards, subject to the weather.

Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact
with individuals and other community groups.
For further information and subscriptions please
contact:
President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483
or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577

The next working be will be on Saturday 30thJune
Please come and join us for as long as you are
able. Don’t forget water, hat and gloves. We
have tools available, but bring your own if you
can. Caalang Creek volunteers meet at the
footbridge in Hampden Park. 9:30 am.
Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or Leon Hall 4888 2222

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local
tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood or
Plumwood. The REPS logo includes a drawing of
leaves of this tree.
Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors:
Allan Stiles and Lynn Stevenson.
eucryphia@reps.org.au

SOLAR & BATTERY ROADSHOW
Tues 5th June Robertson CTC
10:30am-12:00 or 7:00pm-8:30pm
theEnergyExperts.com.au are holding 2 sessions
at the CTC. Which solar panels can cope with the
Robbo Fog?
Enquiries: 1300 516 474

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
www.reps.org.au

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the society.
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