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PUBLIC MEETING
Friday, 11th August 2017, 7.30pm at the
Robertson Community Hall
A TALK ABOUT LOCAL CROPS AND
COMMUNITY FROM THE PAST, PRESENT
AND FUTURE
with a local tasting supper from crop swap
members and farmers

JUDY FISK
will share fascinating stories of Robertson's rural
heydays.
PI WEI LIM
will share her crop swap dream to reality and more,
including progress on the recently launched
Robertson Bag Swap.

Pi Wei Lim

ALL WELCOME
Join us for supper and a chat after the talk.
A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

Loading cabbages for the Sydney market on
Mr. W. Mortimer’s “Yarunga” four acres,
which cut 32,000 heads averaging seven pounds each.

REPORT ON THE PRESENTATION
“CHASING PLANTS ON BLACK
MOUNTAIN, CANBERRA”
Address given by Dr. Rosemary Purdie to REPS on
the 9th June 2017 at 7:30pm in the Community
Centre, Caalong Street, Robertson.
President Peter Glass welcomed members,
visitors and our guests from Canberra, Rosemary
Purdie and her husband, Murray Fagg, both
distinguished botanists.
Rosemary’s talk was subtitled “Why
updating species records is important”, and this
was emphasised a lot in her talk. She began by
describing Black Mountain, a geological feature
which is now declared a nature reserve in the
middle of Canberra. It is approximately five square
km in area; small, but very significant due to its
position in central Canberra and its diversity. Its
summit is 800m in altitude rising from the
Molonglo River Valley. It has a very steep slope to
the South and the ridge lines with creeks running
East-West provide a variety of habitats. Black
Mountain is geologically consistent, being mainly
Black Mountain sandstone, a rock unlike the rest of

the ACT. There is also, however, some shale as
well as siltstone and some younger alluvial fans
and “fanglomerate” deposited about 2-3 million
years ago. Periglacial deposits on the south side
steep slope complete the picture.
Most of Black Mountain is dominated by
dry sclerophyll forest, with 2 main tree species,
namely Scribbly Gum (Eucalyptus rossii) and
Brittle Gum (E. mannifera). There is also some
Red Stringybark (E. macrorhyncha), which
Rosemary called “one of the untidiest trees I have
ever seen”. A dominant herbaceous plant is redanther wallaby grass. There is also a range of
shrubby species, depending on the amount of heat
and fire in the area, and also lots of herbaceous
plants.
In addition to the above, there are two areas
of dry grassland on the lower gentle slopes,
dominated by Yellow Box (E. melliodora) and
Apple Box (E. bridgesiana).There is an absence of
shrubs, but many herbaceous plants such as
Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium fimbriatum),
Goodenia, flax, and Fringed Lily, many of which
have underground bulbs, corms and tubers to help
them survive the heat of summer.
In 2012, the group “Friends of Black
Mountain” took part in a project to monitor the
vegetation, remove woody weeds, and organise
educational walks, talks and displays. Rosemary
prepared a species list, from around 3,500
specimens in the herbarium. A publication in the
herbarium by Max Gray and H. S. McKee was an
accurate species list from 1969 over a larger area
than Black Mountain itself. Some parts of the
reserve were added later which Rosemary included
in her survey. She was able to eliminate a few
species from outside the reserve. She checked her
own observations against herbarium specimens.
(Cootamundra Wattle, Black Wattle and Redleaved Wattle were listed as native weeds.)
There were several “missing” species, i.e.
included in the 1969 records, but not present on the
ground. She checked other “reputable” records,
and also walked through the reserve on a different
path every week over the next four years. On these
walks she found many of the missing species, some
of which had been listed under the wrong habitat.
By March 2017 she had also found 89 more
species previously unknown, so she started recollecting and adding to the herbarium.
Why is updating species records important? To
answer this question Rosemary listed the
following:

1. To monitor vegetation recovery and document
changes in vegetation and land use; also to work
out whether the appearance of a species is a
recovery of native vegetation, or a weed.
2. Accurate knowledge is key to help targeted
management, especially in controlled burning used
as a bushfire management tool. Rosemary said
that there are 60 species of orchids which can be
wiped out if burnt at the wrong time because of
their flowering and seeding times. Typically
autumn and spring are the best times for
controlled burning, under the consultation of an
ecologist.
3. Managing weed incursions: for example, 17 species
have naturalised from roadside landscaping plants
along the roadways, and around 40 species have
naturalised from plants cultivated in the adjoining
National Botanical Gardens.
4. Management of rare species. Black Mountain is a
habitat for a diversity of rare plants, and is the only
known location in the ACT of at least eight species
of orchid.
5. The records add another verifiable benchmark for
observing and documenting trends such as those
resulting from climate change.

Rosemary concluded her talk and questions
from the appreciative audience flowed. One asked
why native plant names changed so often, to which
Rosemary answered that ongoing botanical
research, under the heading “Taxonomy”, meant a
certain plant had to change families. She agreed
naming is complicated.

Peter Glass thanking Rosemary

President Peter Glass presented Rosemary
with a gift and flowers. The thanks of the audience
was given by acclamation. Informal questions
continued over supper.
David and Judith Mee
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NOT THE USUAL EUCRYPHIA
There are seven species in this genus, all of
which are Gondwanan relicts. The one familiar to
us, E. moorei, is found from Howe Range in
Victoria to Bulli. Two are from Tasmania, E.
milliganii, being a low tree with rather small leaves
and the other, E. lucida, is the Leatherwood from
which the well-known honey is produced. Another
species, E. jinksii, was discovered quite recently on
the Springbrook Plateau in Queensland and is now
also known from sites in Northern NSW. Two
other species, E glutinosa and E. cordifolia, grow
in southern Chile.
Hybrids such as E. nymanensis and E.
intermedia may be seen in some cool-climate
gardens. It would be interesting to learn whether
they have been successfully grown in our district.
Illustrated on this page is Eucryphia wilkiei
which grows high on the mountains west of Cairns
and our local species. The photos of E. wilkiei are
of a plant growing successfully at Robertson which
flowers for months in the first half of the year and
is now remarkably in bud again.
What amazingly scattered habitats! One
wonders whether another species may be found in
the mountains of Papua New Guinea where so
much more has yet to be learnt of its flora. Those
islands are part of the same continental plate as
mainland Australia and Tasmania and the flora and
fauna of all have many common ancestors.

Eucryphia wilkiei

Allan Stiles

Eucryphia wilkiei

Eucryphia moorei
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POETRY CORNER edited by Peter Glass
Following last month's poem by REPS member Lyndy Scott, we have another great poem, this time from
Elizabeth Bennetts. Thank you Liz. Perhaps some others have a poem of their own or other suggestions for
inclusion in the future.

Progress
Stem the flow of the Internet's vein
for just a second and ...
Stop to watch
the quiver of a bee's wing!
Stop to listen to the winds whistle
teasing the trees and your hair!
Stop to smell the rain
before a storm!
Stop to feel the sun kiss your face!
Stop to plunge your fingers
Naked into mother soil
to test her seeds time warmth for growth
or cool for rest.
Stop the dance with
Twilight's shadows!
Stop to watch
a moonbeam pierce
the veil of night!
Wake at dawn in a bed of mist
Unrolling the sparkling
jewels of a winter's morning!
Stop for just one milli-second
To hear your heart beat!
Elizabeth Bennetts
"man's heart, away from nature, becomes hard; (the lakota) knew that
lack of respect for growing, living things soon led to lack of respect for
humans too."
Luther Standing Bear (c. 1868-1939)

Photo:Amy Croucher
Remnant rainforest in the mist, Old Kangaloon Rd,
Robertson

If you have a poem we would welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65 Vandenbergh Road, Robertson 2577
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FURTHER REPS MEETINGS

REPS MEMBERSHIP
Membership is from November to November. We
are having a great year in 2017. If you are not yet a
member, please consider becoming one.
Helen Tranter phone 4885 1394

Friday 13th October
RICHARD WOODMAN (‘Woody’) from
Wildlife Rescue South Coast in Robertson will talk
about Wildlife Guardian Dogs. These are Woody
and Kerstin’s own Maremma dogs that guard all
the animals on their property, from kangaroos and
wombats to pigs and goats.
It will be a very interesting, informative
and fun evening!

CONTACT REPS
Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. For
further information and subscriptions please
contact:
President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483
or PO Box 3045, Robertson 2577

This newsletter is named for the beautiful local
tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood or
Plumwood. The REPS logo includes a drawing of
leaves of this tree.

Friday 10th November
AGM, and presentation to be announced

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors:
Allan Stiles, Sheila McInnes and Lynn Stevenson.
eucryphia@reps.org.au

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
Saturday 26th August and 30th September are the
next working bees, weather permitting.

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
www.reps.org.au

Please come and join us for as long as you are able.
Don’t forget water, hat and gloves. We have tools
available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang
Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in
Hampden Park. 9:30 am.
Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or
Leon Hall 4888 2222.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not
necessarily the views of the society.
Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper.
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ROBERTSON RAINFOREST FLORA

Acmena smithii
Blechnum nudum

Doryphora sassafras

Stenocarpus salignus

Mycine (Rapanea) howittiana
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Dicksonia antarctica

Pyrrosia rupestris

Cyathea australis

Rubus nebulosus

Cyathea leichhardtiana

Cissus hypoglauca
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Photo: Allan Stiles Robertson
Nature Reserve

