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PUBLIC MEETING
FRIDAY 12th February 7.30 pm
CULTIVATING BLACK DIAMONDS
Speaker: Ted Smith from Yelverton Truffles

Ted with his sniffer-dogs

Ted showing Australia’s largest truffle to Robin Murray

After having studied industrial chemistry and
developing the leading high technology business for
advanced composite materials and equipment in
aerospace and defence – what made Ted Smith, a
resident of Robertson, take on the uncertainty of
cultivating French Perigord Black Truffles?
Research revealed this as a fledgling, emerging
industry which may suit the Robertson microclimate.
The rarity, high value and romantic history combined
myth and magic captivated Ted’s interest.
After 8 years, the fruits of his labour have
generated a highly productive Truffiere with the record
breaking find in June 2014 of a huge truffle 1.172 kg.
Leading restaurants and gourmet enthusiasts are
now supplied during winter and regular truffle hunts
have become very popular.
Referred to as ‘Black Diamonds’ or ‘buried
treasure’, Yelverton Truffles describe them as ‘Nature’s
Culinary Masterpiece’. They are prized all over the
world for their exclusive, intense aroma and distinctive
flavour.
ALL WELCOME
Join us for supper and a chat after the talk.
A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

Truffles have been eaten for centuries and were
found by using pigs to locate them in the European
forests. Since the 19th Century they have been
successfully cultivated and Australia is now the fourth
largest producer.
What are Truffles?
They are underground
fungus and the fruiting body formed from the symbiotic
relationship with the roots of suitable host trees infected
with the appropriate mycorrhiza (fungus root).

The record-breaking truffle unearthed

The presentation will trace some of the history, myth &
commercial aspects of this exciting agricultural pursuit.

Home of Australia’s Largest Truffle 2014

Report on the Meeting and talk given by
Steve Douglas at the REPS AGM, 13th
November, 2015
by David Mee
President Peter Glass welcomed everyone
to the meeting, which was well attended, it being
the 25th anniversary of the founding of REPS.
Apologies were noted.
Peter went on to formally welcome the
night’s speaker, Steve Douglas, a founding
member of REPS, who served both as Vice
President and then President for four years. He
worked on the refurbishment of the Community
Centre and also has been managing the project to
weed, plant, mulch and generally care for the
banks of Caalang Creek, along with Leon Hall and
Elizabeth Bennett, a council officer, and on too
rare occasions, others.

Mayor Larry Whipper, Steve Douglas and Peter Glass

David Tranter, who has given so much
service to REPS in various roles over many years
and did not wish to be nominated for any position,
leaves us, but we all wish that if he wants to come
to any committee meeting with Helen, he is more
than welcome. We really appreciate his
knowledge, wisdom and common sense. We
welcome back Lynn Stevenson, who rejoins us as a
committee member.
The business of the AGM quickly dealt
with, Peter Glass called upon Allan Stiles, another
founding member, to introduce our speaker, Steve
Douglas. Allan added to Peter’s remarks about
Steve in the presentation by mentioning that Steve
and Denise have a house in the Robertson district
in the midst of a wonderful garden which they had
built up from a bare paddock.
Steve then took the floor to speak on the
Caalang Creek project. He showed on the screen an
aerial photo of the park complex in Robertson,
with Caalang Creek flowing through it at the back.
He noted that many would ‘kill’ to have such an
open space in the middle of their village, to the
general murmur of agreement from the audience.

Peter then offered congratulations to Larry
Whipper, also a founding member of REPS, who
was recently elected as Mayor of the
Wingecarribee Shire. Larry noted that he was
REPS secretary when Steve was president and
congratulated REPS on reaching its 25th
anniversary.
Mayor Larry Whipper presented Steve with
a certificate from REPS of Honorary Life
Membership for his work for REPS over the years
and especially for work at Caalang Creek. In her
absence, Steve’s partner, Denise Fletcher was also
awarded honorary life membership. She too was a
founding member of REPS and served as treasurer
for eight years, made many contributions to
Eucryphia and contributed in many ways to REPS
aims. A citation was provided for both Steve and
Denise.
The formal business of the AGM then
proceeded, with the distribution of the agenda and
minutes from the last AGM. The minutes were
accepted, as were the reports of the President and
Treasurer, both being printed in the previous
Eucryphia. The returning officer, Bob McInnes,
took the chair for the election of the REPS
committee for 2016. No surprises here as most of
the positions had only one nomination and these
members were duly elected.

Steve with the Caalang Creek display
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Helen Tranter and Elizabeth Bennett with the Caalang Creek
display in the background.

Judith and David Mee with Sandy Morse

After a few questions, the meeting adjourned
for supper, which included a birthday cake for 25
years of REPS. A group of founding members
shared some reminiscences and were invited to cut
the cake, which was then divided and enjoyed by
all.

Steve spoke of the difficulties and
enormous effort in applying for and obtaining a
Bicentennial Grant to improve Caalang Creek,
which paid for the erection of the pedestrian bridge
over the creek, the only other bridge being the road
bridge on Caalang Street. He showed a photo of
the pedestrian bridge taken when it was new. Initial
difficulties included the removal of a pussy willow
infestation, done by hand, which required a huge
effort. Planting of trees, taking out privet,
hawthorn, and other woody weeds all required hard
work. Steve showed a photo of early willing
workers, including Bob McInnes, Leon Hall, Steve
himself, Ian Foster, Monica Engel and her son Tas.
Council support helped with the bush care
program.
Some lessons learnt included:
 The size of the area required a plan for
maintenance.
 Species selection for planting was very
important
 The site constraints required protection
from frost, which became less of a problem
as the canopy grew, but broad leaf plants
were particularly affected.
 The use of mulch for weed control was
very important, noting that leaf mulch
broke down too quickly, whereas wood
chip mulch lasted for two years.
 Larger plants had a better survival rate, and
so tube stock did better if potted on before
planting.

Foundation REPS members Beth Boughton, Bob McInnes,
Allan Stiles (with cake), Sheila McInnes, Helen and David
Tranter, and Steve Douglas.

2016 COMMITTEE:
President: Peter Glass
Vice-President: David Mee
Secretary: Lyndy Scott
Treasurer: Anne Wilson
General committee: Karen Guymer, Mike
Meldrum, Lynn Stevenson, Allan Stiles, and
Helen Tranter,
Other positions:
Public Officer: Helen Tranter
Eucryphia editors: Allan Stiles and Sheila
McInnes
Caalang Creek Project Group: Steve Douglas
and Leon Hall

Steve remarked that the future required some more
enthusiastic young people with energy to
participate in such projects, and hoped to see more
people come along the working bees and pitch in.
These are regularly held on the 4th Saturday on
each month, but check in Eucryphia.
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Poetry Corner

Edited by Peter Glass

Sunrise on the Coast

Black Cockatoos

A. B. (Banjo) Paterson
One of our most famous poets, Andrew Barton
Paterson, is having a birthday on 17th of February. He
was born 152 yrs. ago at a small town called Narambla
near Orange. The city of Orange will be having
celebrations on that day to mark his birthday in 1864.
Grey dawn on the sand-hills—the night wind has drifted
All night from the rollers a scent of the sea;
With the dawn the grey fog his battalions has lifted,
At the scent of the morning they scatter and flee.
Like mariners calling the roll of their number
The sea-fowl put out to the infinite deep.
And far overhead—sinking softly to slumber—
Worn out by their watching, the stars fall asleep.

The poet's name is Philip R. Rush,
from Tasmania.
Illustrator Syd Woon

Above the gum trees' gentle sigh
I heard a long and mournful cry;
Black cockatoos were passing by.
Looking up, I saw the two
Silhouetted against the blue.
I watched in awe as on they flew.
Made by our great Creator's hand,
Across the ages they have spanned,
Ancient birds of ancient land.

To eastward, where rests the broad dome of the skies on
The sea-line, stirs softly the curtain of night;
And far from behind the enshrouded horizon
Comes the voice of a God saying, "Let there be light."

You may remember "Blue Wrens" that we
printed in the Eucryphia for October by the
same Philip Rush.

And lo, there is light! Evanescent and tender,
It glows ruby-red where 'twas now ashen-grey;
And purple and scarlet and gold in its splendour—
Behold, 'tis that marvel, the birth of a day!

If you have a poem we would welcome your contribution. Send to Peter Glass, 65Vandenbergh Rd, Robertson, 2577
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A FASCINATING RAINFOREST REMNANT.
Brian McEvilly, whose property has been
in the family since the earliest settlement of the
district, told me of a rainforest patch, known to
them as “The Jungle”, which had never been
cleared. A recent visit (with permission, of course)
to Evilly Vale, east of Belmore Falls Road and
stretching up the western side of Bell’s Hill,
proved to be of great interest. It may be seen on the
satellite view on Google Earth at 34 degrees,
36’35”E / 150 degrees, 35’ 55”.

The rainforest remnant – note surrounding Eucalypts

It is not on the red basalt-derived soil but
rather on the grey shale soil that lies below it. The
mature trees are all quite uniformly high and there
is little understory, which may have resulted from
the intrusion of cattle. There was a number of
younger trees waiting their chance to reach the
light. A small permanent stream flows through it
from Bell’s Hill.
A remarkably small number of species was
observed: Coachwood ( Ceratopetalum apetalum),
Sassafras (Doryphora sassafras), and Lilly Pilly
(Acmena smithii) were the dominant species. Only
one Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) was noticed,
which may confirm the suggestion that it only
occurs where there is sufficient light to germinate.
Its uncommon occurrence also confirms that this
remnant had not been cleared. A less common
species was Mock Olive (Notelaea venosa). A
number of large vines were present.
It was particularly interesting to observe that the
surrounding land, long ago cleared of rainforest, is
now largely populated by Eucalypts, under which
some rainforest species are regenerating. Could
this indicate that many of the Eucalypts now seen
in the district are pioneers which have colonised
areas that once were part of the Yarrawa Brush?
Further investigation will fascinate.

The interior of the patch

Note white lichens on Coachwoods
and a well-known REPS member (lichen-free).

Allan Stiles
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REPS MEETINGS FOR 2016
Dates for your diary:

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
The last Saturday of every month at 9:30am
onwards, subject to the weather. The first for 2016
will be 27th February. Please come and join us for
as long as you are able. Don’t forget water, hat
and gloves. We have tools available, but bring
your own if you can. Caalang Creek volunteers
meet at the footbridge in Hampden Park.
Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or
Leon Hall 4888 2222.

Friday 12th February at 7.30pm
Ted Smith will speak on truffles.
Friday 8 April 2016 at 7.30pm
Do you love the environment and don’t like
methane messing it up? Do you love your cattle
and sheep, wish they didn’t produce so much and
grew faster? More meat, milk and wool – less
methane. Professor John Black will talk about the
exciting outcomes – and that’s just so far – of the
National Livestock Methane Program. It aims to
reduce methane emissions while increasing
productivity of Australia’s livestock. Methane,
animal
productivity
and
environmental
sustainability are very closely linked. Scientists
have identified a range of treatments –
supplements, forages, genetics – which producers
can use to lower methane emissions and increase
productivity. He will reveal a lot more in his talk
and in answer to your questions!

REPS MEMBERSHIP
Membership is from November to November and
we are looking forward to another great year in
2016. If you are not yet a member, please consider
becoming one.
Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394
CONTACT REPS

Friday 10th June at 7.30pm
Speaker TBA
Friday 12th August at 7.30pm
Speaker TBA
September
Bushwalk TBA
Friday 11th November at 7.30pm
AGM and presentation – speaker TBA
Friday 9th December
Christmas party

Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. For
further information and subscriptions please
contact:
President – Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President – David Mee on 4885 1483
Photographs supplied by Ted Smith, David Mee,
Bob McInnes, and Allan Stiles.

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE RESERVE
This newsletter is named for the beautiful local
tree, Eucryphia moorei, known as Pinkwood.
Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,
Allan
Stiles
and
Sheila
McInnes,
at
stilesaljen@bigpond.com.

1st Wednesday of each month
from 9:30am till noon.
Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers would
be greatly appreciated. Everyone is welcome.
Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or
NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.

VISIT THE REPS WEBSITE
www.reps.org.au

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.
Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper.
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