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PUBLIC MEETING
Friday, 14th August at 7.30pm

Pam and Brian Cooke are delighted to be returning
to REPS and beautiful Robertson.


Robertson Community Hall,
Caalong Street
Speaker: Pam Cooke
Topic: “I have heard tortoise
breathing….”



Pam will talk about their experiences in the
Galapagos
Brian will give an update on rabbit calicivirus
following his talk for REPS in October 2014.

Pam Cooke will talk about living and working
in the Galapagos – and will show us some truly
stunning photos!
In the highlands of Santa Cruz, an island in the
Galapagos, one day I was quietly searching the
shrubs and reeds around the edge of a fresh water
lagoon for evidence that a recently arrived species
of bird was breeding. I had been standing still for a
long time, hoping to catch a glimpse of some
juvenile birds. I should have been all alone, but
suddenly I heard a long sigh come from the other
side of a large bush next to me. The hairs on the
back of my neck rose. Who else was there in the
national park? Or should I say, what else?”

This talk will be an
account of two years
spent by Pam and
Brian on the Galapagos
Island. Charles Darwin,
the theory of evolution,
the beaks of finches
and the residents of the
Galapagos – all will be
revealed.

ALL WELCOME
Join us for supper and a chat after the talk.
A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

Wildlife Rescue and Reptile Display
at REPS June meeting
Report by Sheila McInnes
Our guest presenters were Cathy and Sam
Joukador, Wildlife Rescue South Coast, Ray
McGibbon, snake handler, and Ian Usher with his
reptile display.
The presentation started with some slides and
general information about snakes.

Make a mark (with a pen, a twig, a leaf or such) on
the bandage because the hospital will need to take
a swab from the bite site without removing the
bandage.
A further very informative talk and slide-show
followed with dragons, lizards, shinglebacks, and
turtles as well as snakes.

Don't confront a snake in the open – snakes don't
like humans and will go away by themselves. If it
stays around, call a licensed snake handler.
We then had a demonstration of how to bandage a
limb which has been bitten. Do not cut, suck or
wash the bite.

Lace Monitor – Varanus varius - Egg laying

Starting from the extremity, bandage all the way
towards the body, with the same pressure as for a
sprain. This will reduce the lymph movement and a
second bandage can be put over the top for added
security.

Eastern Long-necked Turtle – Chelodina longicollis
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We then had a chance to handle the snakes and
have a look at all the equipment.

Highlands Copper – Austrelaps ramsayi – live young

Eastern Brown – Pseudonaia textilis – egg laying

Red Bellied Black – Pseudechis – Live young

Snakes hide in awkward places, and can be
difficult to catch.

Our President Peter closed the meeting with a
thank-you bunch of flowers to Cathy and the team.
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Poetry Corner

Edited by Peter Glass

Recently in the Robertson area, particularly in east Robertson, the NPWS Eastern Corridor Project has been
trying to find photographic evidence of the presence of quolls. Only one photo was taken of a tiger (eastern
spotted) quoll at the Barren Grounds. This is a fun rhyme about a quoll – perhaps a western quoll rather than
our eastern tiger quoll.

A Quokka Fools A Tiger Quoll
by Stephen Katona
A Quokka the size of cat,
Looks a bit like a giant rat,
But is closer to a kangaroo,
And harming one is quite taboo.
They always go out at night,
But one had a terrible fright.
As he merrily bounced,
A Tiger Quoll pounced.
In a deadly pin,
Facing a scary grin,
Held with paws,
And powerful jaws,
Our Quokka stayed alert,
In the dirt,
Seeming stuck,
Until a stroke of luck...
When he couldn't run,
The earth hid the moon from the sun,
All three in a straight line,
At exactly the right time.
The moon turned crimson,
While being hidden.
The Quoll looked up with fear,
And said, "Oh dear,
I see a red moon sphere."
Our Quokka was really quick,
To think of a trick,
To make a Quoll fool,
Saying in a voice so cool:
"Only I can change it back,
So stop your foolish attack.
From now on make a sacrifice,
You must promise to always be nice.
Eat only Quandong nuts and drups,
Not forgetting to teach your pups."
The Quoll with spots so white,
Had such a fright,
He became a Tiger Quoll,
With a truly kind soul.
Western quoll – Chuditch
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A guided tour of the Centre by Beth Boughton
followed, providing us with many interesting facts
about its environmental planning and construction.
Then, the highlight of the day, a visit to the Janet
Cosh Herbarium with Beth – an enthusiast for the
collection.

Fitzroy Falls Visitors Centre
21st Birthday
It was a lovely Highlands winter day on Saturday
26th July for the 21st birthday celebration at (the
new) Fitzroy Falls Visitors Centre.
The Centre is open 364 days a year and has
welcomed over 5 million visitors in its 21 years. It
is the most popular tourist destination in the
Southern Highlands.
The celebration started with Keith Williams giving
us a historical outline accompanied by a slide show
of the early days.

Boxes all meticulously organised A-Z

Many members of National Parks NSW were there
with reminiscences to share. After Keith's talk we
made our way to the cafe for the cake-cutting.
2 pages from Ms Cosh's volumes
Before browsing the shop, with an amazing variety
of books and all-Australian souvenirs, we had a
look at the 'Atlas of Living Australia' – sharing
biodiversity knowledge. http://www.ala.org.au/ - a
marvelous on-line collaborative resource.

All around were display boards, and a lyrebird at
the window!

With a bit of time to spare Alan Stephenson kindly
took some of us on an 'Orchid Walk' around the
west rim track. Well worth the walk even without
the orchids.
What a great 21st celebration! Congratulations to
the National Parks Staff at Fitzroy Falls.
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QUOLLS

HELP CARE FOR OUR NATURE
RESERVE

1st Wednesday of each month from 9:30am till
noon. Please bring garden gloves. More volunteers
would be greatly appreciated. Everyone is
welcome.
Details: Helen Tranter 4885 1394 or
NPWS in business hours: 4887 8253.

Has any reader seen a quoll in the district? Please
contact the editors about any reported sighting.
One with a baby on its back was seen on the road
one night last year in the Kangaroo Valley.
Their night-time call is a little similar to that of a
fox.

CAALANG CREEK WORKING BEES
Last Saturday of each month
9:30am onwards, subject to the weather.
Please come and join us for as long as you are able.
Don’t forget water, hat and gloves. We have tools
available, but bring your own if you can. Caalang
Creek volunteers meet at the footbridge in
Hampden Park.
Queries to Steve Douglas 4271 4957 or
Leon Hall 4888 2222.

Eastern Tiger Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus)

The western quoll (Dasyurus geoffroii) of the
poem differs from our closely related eastern quoll
in possessing a first toe on the hind foot and a
darker unspotted tail.
______________________________________

REPS MEMBERSHIP
Membership is from November to November but
new members are very welcome any time – if you
would like to join now, your membership will
continue till November 2016. If you are not yet a
member, please consider becoming one.
Helen Tranter ph.4885 1394

YARRANGA STREET
REPS have been concerned for some time about
the poor environmental state of Yarranga Street.
Member Jane Lemann has negotiated with Council
to agree to get its Road Management Committee
to upgrade the maintenance priority of Yarranga
Street. Staff will cut and paste privets in Yarranga
Street within the next month or two and follow up
by spraying the residue towards the end of the
year. Thanks to Council from REPS.

CONTACT REPS
Those who are interested in supporting our aims
are welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote
the preservation and enhancement of the
Robertson environment. We welcome contact with
individuals and other community groups. For
further information and subscriptions please
contact:
President, Peter Glass on 4885 1921,
Vice-President, David Mee on 4885 1483,
or write to REPS at PO Box 3045, Robertson,
NSW 2577.
________________________________________

REPS MEETINGS FOR 2015
Dates for your Diary:
Friday 14th August
Saturday October Walk - tba
Friday 13th November AGM

Articles for Eucryphia may be sent to the editors,
Allan Stiles and Sheila McInnes
stilesaljen@bigpond.com

Visit the REPS website
www.reps.org.au

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Eucryphia are not necessarily the views of the Society.
Printed at Robertson CTC on recycled paper.
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